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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 
a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the astoundingly horrible pile of CDs in 
our offices. And we're losing the battle— 
our pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

Last week, many of you had sum to 
bask in rather than comb through these 
pages and look for mistakes. There were, 
however, two of you who found mistakes 
in ads. And Grant Rundle, of course, 
found some missing words and 
subject/verb disagreements, once again 
adding to his quickly growing CD collec- 
tion. Thanks for reading. Happy summer! 
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SHOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT / 10 

“We're just a bunch of old dudes who've 
been playing fora long time and for some 
reason, this one thing we're doing now 
has connected with people and they just 
get what we're doing.” —Nik Kozub, 
music man about town 
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“All you could smell was sour vomit and 
spilled gasoline.” —Carl Conradi, wor 
traveller 


THE FRINGE IS 25! / 16 

“There's always going to be discover 
those people who come out of left field 
and make you say, ‘I didn’t know they 
could do that.’” —David Belke, prolific 
playwright 
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“| mean, what is war but patriarchy gone 
overboard?" —Ani Difranco, prolific folkic 
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There’s more to worry about 


than councillors’ bar tabs 
‘SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon @vueweekly.com 


F v's hard to give two tweets about city politics. Mostly the politics of pot- 

holes and personalities, municipalities are often run by delusional people 

&. with local celebrity complexes. It’s too bad, because sane people in munic- 
ipal politics could save our collective hide. 

Many of the solutions to climate change are in municipalities’ purview—the 
antidote to car culture is better planning, higher density developments and 
public transit. Homelessness can be partly solved by requiring developers to 
build affordable housing, passing laws that keep rents affordable and by 
investing municipal dollars in public housing. Stronger communities are built 
by municipalities, too: local, grassroots alternatives to capitalist fundamental- 
ism are best developed at this level of politics. If we took municipal politics 
seriously, we could be building communities our way, not the Wal-Mart way. 

Which is why it was so disappointing when Jul 21’s Edmonton Journal devot- 
ed a couple of pages to a freedom of information request detailing municipal 
councillors’ focd expenses. Not that taxpayers don’t deserve to know about 
$200 dinners (for four or five councillors, mind you, after a 12-hour workday). 
Of course we do. But in the context of little meaningful coverage of day-to-day 
municipal politics, twisting one's knickers in a knot over the odd glass of wine 
just serves to reinforce, in the public's mind, that municipal politicians, like all 
politicians, are corrupt and not worth a lick of attention. 

Responsible journalism would ask about privatization of city services. 
There's bound to be the odd juicy tidbit there. It would ask who is financing 
municipal campaigns. It would ask municipal workers about their wages and 
working conditions, it would ask poor aboriginal women—the poorest people 
in our city, like every city—if they are getting the services they need. It would 
ask councillors to be accountable not just for steak dinners, but also for the 
absence of bicycle commuter paths, community policing, brownfield develop- 
ment, sustainable water use, pesticide bans and regulations on rent increases. 

If we all cared about who we elect to municipal government, the swarming 
jackals of the fifth estate might—with prodding from a better informed, more 
engaged public—sink their teeth into something meatier than a bar tab. w 
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= LETTERS 


A LISTEN FAN SAYS “HEAR, HEAR” TO 
UBIQUITOUS GRAFFITI 


It has been nagging at me ever since | 
fead the somewhat pretentious staff cho- 
sen Bestest/Worstest issue {"Bestest 
Graffiti Hot Spot (Second Year Running),” 
Jul 6 - 12) to write a letter to complain 
about your shoddy journalism and poor 
research skills. After reading the letter in 
last week's Vue Weekly (“A little bird told 
us to listen,” Jul 20 - 26) by the graffiti 
artist in question, who I'll call “X,” | feel 
compelled to add to the discussion. 

|, among many others (ie everyone 
with whom | have discussed it with) find 
the Listen birds to be aesthetically pleas- 
ing. | know of a group of people who have 
filmed a walking tour of the many Listen 
birds in the Gameau area, one of the for- 
tunate neighbourhoods in town adorned 
with these creative and provocative 
pieces of art, and presented the film with 
an accompanying paper at an intemation- 
al Artand Cultural Studies conference. 

To presume that X is on the payroll 
of a record store without doing any- 
thing to ascertain the accuracy of this 
presumption is reprehensible, as is get- 
ting your dander up over the ubiquity (X 
already zinged you on this point) of the 
Listen birds. 


VUEPOINT 


LEAVING LEBANON / 4 
DYER STRAIGHT / 5 
WTO TALKS / 7 


from Festival City 2006 


As for the Listen birds themselves, | 
look forward to viewing more of them in 
the future and was pleased whilst walk 
ing across the east side of the High 
Level Bridge the other day when | saw 
the most recent (to me, at least) bird 
Keep up the good work, X! 

TJ MAIR 


THE UPSIDE 10 BIG PHARMA 


My only complaint about your Well, 
Weil, Well column on drug companies 
(“Healthy skepticism about big pharma 
might make us more, well, healthy,” Jul 
13 - 19) is that it is rather one-sided 

Modern living has been significantly 
improved, and lifespans extended. by 
the same drug companies you are poirit- 
ing the finger at. | agree that the profit 
motive leads some greedy companies to 
lose their morality, but it also provides 
funding for a large amount of research 
leading to benefits. 

It's a rather more complex issue than 
can be addressed in a weekly column, 
but | am firmly convinced that as a 
whole we are better off with those drugs 
and drug companies than without them. 
The vast majority of humans would much 
rather take a magic bullet than be told 
“This took 20 years to turn into a prob- 
lem, let's take a year or so with this less 
powerful method to reverse the 
process.” That doesn’t mean it's the cor- 
rect way to think, nor that | think that 


way, but there it is. | recently got an 
infection in my finger that swelled up so 
much it was painful, and would not go 
away. | finally went on a 10-day round of 
penicillin, and was good as new 

| do still try to avoid medication as 
much as possible, for all the reasons you 
cite. If your article convinces a few peo- 
ple to be more cautious before demand- 
ing a magic bullet from their doctor, then 
you've done the public a service, but 
these things are never black and white 

Unfortunately, | know that short 
columns only allow for a black or a white 
position, so keep up the good work. 
MARTIN NAUNDORF 


WHERE, WHERE, WHERE? 


Just noticed that the Well, Weil, Well 
health column is missing in this week's 
Vue Weekly. Hope you haven't over- 
looked or omitted this valuable and 
engaging piece, and that it will be back 
on ... weekly. 

STEPHEN BERG 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB TJ 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by e-mail (let- 
ters@yueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the night to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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Nowhere is far enough away, I’m leaving Lebanon today 
AN EDMONTON STUDENT AND TRAVELLER RECOUNTS HIS EVACUATION EXPERIENCE FOR VUE 


CARL CONRAD! / carl@vueweekly.com 
er knees buckled and she 
H slumped to the floor of the 
aisle, her olive skin slowly 
turning the colour of porcelain. After 
several turbulent hours at sea, she 
had fallen gravely ill. 

Men flocked to her side, placing 
their fingers beneath her nostrils, 
detecting no breath. An old woman 
began to scream for help, every war- 
weary wrinkle on her face twisting in 
fear. The urgency of her cries pushed 
babies into crescendos of tears, and 


soon the whole cabin had fallen in to - 


a desperate and confused maelstrom 
Outside, we were being tossed by 
violent waves. Both internally and 
externally, the precariousness of our 
situation had been made manifest. 
All you could smell was sour vomit 
and spilled gasoline. 


| DON'T KNOW HOW 1 get myself in to 


these predicaments. Last summer, 
while I was in Northern Uganda, Dr 
John Garang—former leader of the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army—was 
killed in a helicopter crash. Widely 
lauded as one who fought hard to 
keep Uganda’s rebel Lord’s Resistance 
Army at bay, Garang’s death reverber- 
ated ominously throughout the city of 
Gulu. A terrifying upsurge of hostility 
' expected. People gathered at 
each other’s homes to discuss the 
future in hushed tones. It was a com- 
munity galvanized by fear. 

This summer, after completing a 
month-long Middle Eastern mediation 
and conflict resolution symposium in 
Cyprus, | travelled to cosmopolitan 
Beirut, expecting to enjoy its leg- 
endary mezze and thumping nightlife. 
wonderful people who would 
are dirty jokes with me and do their 

to speak some English, while I 
mpted to not mangle the difficult 


be 


[EVACUATION 


sounds of Arabic. 

The only indication that I was in 
Hezbollah territory was the myriad 
posters of young men I saw glued to 
the walls. They were martyrs, gar- 
landed in rainbows and surrounded 
by cartoon butterflies. The disarming 
kindness juxtaposed with ever-pres- 
ent reminders of death and sacrifice 
gave me the clearest impression of 
the gulf between people and politics 
that I've ever had in my life. 

Later, I took a bus two hours 
northeast of Beirut to a small moun- 
tain town called Bcharré, the home- 
town of poet Khalil Gibran. Perched 
on the edge of a cliff and surrounded 
by mountains that glow red as the 
sun descengs, its beauty is absolutely 
biblical. 

Unfortunately, only a day after I had 
arrived, | found myself once again ina 
community pervaded by fear. 


INITEALLY, people just shook their 
heads. Bcharré is the very centre of 
Lebanon’s Maronite Christian heart- 
land, and its inhabitants considered 
themselves to be completely unaffect- 
ed by the will of Israel. In fact, many 
Maronites actually sympathized with 
the Israelis, having been disgusted by 
Hezbollah’s arrogant adventurism. 

Old men simply continued playing 
backgammon in the streets, only half- 
listening to the televisions and radios 
that were broadcasting bad news all 
about town. It was a demonstration of 
the stoic fortitude that has been 
honed to perfection in Lebanon's 
older generations over years and 
years of struggle. 

Then, things got worse. As Israel's 
bombs began to find their way farther 
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north, more and more families were 
being compromised. Inevitably, many 
of them had relatives in Bcharré. 
Locals and foreigners alike began 
flocking to the mountains, turning 
what was formerly a quaint orchard 
town into a sort of internally dis- 
placed peoples camp. On the one 
hand, it was beautiful seeing so many 
children playing in the streets. But on 
the other, one could never forget that 
their parents had uprooted them from 
the homes so as to shelter them from 
the nightmarish sounds of Israeli aeri- 
al bombardments. 

Motivated by concern for an Ameri- 
can friend, I decided to return to 
Beirut for a day. Only a short while 
earlier, | had been walking through 
downtown Beirut’s dazzlingly gor- 
geous streets, watching thousands of 
friendly World Cup revelers waving 
French and Italian flags. Now, the 
crown jewel of Lebanon's post-civil 
war reconstruction efforts had meta- 
morphosed into a ghost town. It 
seemed as if its only inhabitants were 
beefy men in fatigues. 

Above it all, there lingered a diffuse 
plume of gray smoke—all that was left 
of Beirut’'s power plant. I decided to 
look for a taxi back to Bcharré. 

At the worried suggestion of my 
parents, | registered with the Canadi- 
an embassy in Lebanon and began 
receiving regular (albeit empty and 
redundant) cautionary emails. They 
were warning me to stay indoors and 
to limit my travel around the country. 
Some British and Australians friends 
began to discuss evacuation, and it 
was via this international grapevine 
that I learned most of what I needed 
to know to escape. 


DESPERATION BEGAN to manifest itself 


in my Hotmail inbox, Canadian 
tourists and expatriates who were 


NEWS 


nervous about a perceived lack of 
information began to rebel. Vitriolic 
messages were sent to myself and to 
the government via the embassy’s 
mailing list. 

One woman wrote, “I am writing to 
express my deep concern, outrage 
and irritation (to say the least) over 
your inaction with regards to coming 
up with a plan to evacuate Canadian 
citizens out of Lebanon. What are you 
waiting for—perhaps more Canadians 
to needlessly die at the hands of Israel 
and its terrorist actions? Your state- 
ment of ‘deep sympathy’ for the fami- 
ly who is now mourning the loss of 
their family of eight accomplishes 
nothing, and sounds about as heart- 
felt as anything coming out of a typi- 
cal form letter. It certainly does not do 
anything for the remaining 30 000 - 

50 000 Canadians in Lebanon.” 
Another wrote, “May God forgive you! 
The blood of the Canadian dead and 
dying is on your hands!” 

Rumours even began to circulate 
that the Canadian government was 
giving priority to men and women 
who were not of Arab descent, 
although I can categorically state that 
this was not the case, as my evacua- 
tion group was made up almost 
entirely of dual Canadian-Lebanese 
citizenship. 

To be fair, one anonymous govern- 
ment employee did write back, say- 
ing: “Thank you for your email. I am 
writing to you from the Operations 
Centre in Ottawa. | will now close 
your case file and get back to the 
business of trying to evacuate some- 
where between 20 000 to 50 000 
Canadians from a war zone with no 
functioning airports, inconsistent 
electricity and telephones due to the 
deliberate aerial bombardment of key 
infrastructure, and a naval blockade 
imposed by a third party.” 


I received my green light to e 
ate on the evening of the Jul 20—o; 
rather, I called the Canadian embassy 
in Lebanon about a thousand times 
until I got through, whereupon | was 
told to be in Beirut at 8 am the follow. 
ing day. 

1 returned to my hostel with a 

‘relieved look on my face, and | shared 
my good news with the Australian 
Lebanese family living across the hall 
I then asked the mother if there had 
been any more political developments 
throughout the day. This woman was 
nothing short of an exceptional 
human being and it was an inspira- 
tion to watch her juggle eight young 
children with infinite patience, dignity 
and poise, despite the ambiguity of 
the situation. 

News of my evacuation, however 
served to briefly cleave her iron will; 
she asked me with tears in her eyes 
“Bombardments? What do you care’ 
You're leaving.” It was a humbling 
question that felt like a punch to the 
face. Where was the justice in4 
young traveller being permitted to flee 
before a mother and her family o! 
eight? And more importantly, how 
might this perception of callous dis- 
tance have been constructed between 
such an unfortunate woman anu 
myself? 


| DROVE 10 BEIRUT at around 1! pm 
that very night. A wonderful taxi driv- 
er named Michel offered to escort me, 
much to the mortification of his lovely 
wife. It wasn’t the first time 4 
Lebanese person had sacrificed hin 
self for my sake—strangers who knew 
I had no way of drawing cash offere¢ 
me money on three occasions, and! 
twice discovered that my meals °! 
kefta and chicken taouk were on the 
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How long before good comes from this evil? 


| DYER STRAIGHT 


Can good come from evil? Is it possible 
that out of the current carnage in 
Lebanon, the Gaza Strip and northern 
israel could come a sober recognition on 
all sides that victory is impossible and 
that compromise is necessary? It would 
be nice. 

It's clear by now how this outbreak of 
organized cruelty and destruction is going 
to end. Israel has already had almost two 
weeks to pound Hezbollah into 
smithereens from the air, and it hasn't 
accomplished even 10 per cent of the 
task. Hundreds of innocent Lebanese 
civilians have died (together with lots of 
Lebanese army soldiers who were asleep 
in their barracks, the very soldiers that 
|srael allegedly wants to replace Hezbol- 
jah's militia in the border areas). But few 
of Hezbollah’s fighters have been killed, 
and its rockets continue to rain on north- 
ern Israeli cities. 

President George W Bush and his 
faithful British sidekick, Prime Minister 


house. Lebanon is home to extraordi- 
narily generous people, and their gen- 
erosity only deepens as they are 
tested by adversity. 

The following morning, after an 
exhausting four hours in the sun, I 
made my way. to the front of a wind- 
ing queue of Canadians and was 
bussed to Beirut’s Biel Exhibition Cen- 
tre. Its opulent interior had been 
abused over the past two days, its 
floors blanketed with mattresses, and 
its exasperated visitors smelled 
strongly of sweat. Embassy staff herd- 
ed us through lines. We identified our- 
selves, surrendered our baggage, 
were packed on to busses, taken off 
of busses, put back on busses. 

We sat eating free boxes of emer- 
gency food while waiting for Israel to 
give us permission to pass through 
their mighty sea blockade. We asked if 
we were travelling to either Cyprus or 
Turkey, but nobody knew for sure. 

1 was extremely fortunate to have 
been one of the last people admitted 
on board the Prince of Girne later that 
day. It was a small Turkish vessel that 
seemed best suited to short distances. 
Unfortunately, we expected to travel 
upwards of 12 hours that evening, 
and few could conceive of how gruel- 
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Tony Blair, have staved off demands from 
Practically everywhere else for a cease- 
fire for two weeks now, and they can 
probably manage to stall on the issue for 
at least another week. But Israel's only 
option, in that remaining week, is to com- 
mit.its soldiers to a full ground invasion 
of southern Lebanon—which would send 
\sraeli casualties soaring. 

By dint of restricting itself to air 
attacks and keeping its own soldiers out 
of combat (except for brief “pinprick” 
incursions across the frontier), Israel has 
maintained the illusion of the traditional 
10:1 kill ratio familiar from earlier Arab- 
Israeli wars. But almost all the Arab dead 
are innocent civilians. In terms of combat- 
ants, Israel is probably not achieving 
much better than a 2:1 ratio. 

Hezbollah has between 2 000 and 
5 000 well-trained fighters dug into the 
bunkers of southern Lebanon, and they 
cannot be eliminated by air strikes. The 
daily number of rockets landing on north- 
ern Israeli towns and cities has scarcely 
diminished since the start of the fighting. 
If Israel commits its ground troops to dig 
those fighters out of their fortifications, 
its fatal casualties could easily soar into 
the high hundreds. 


ing a journey it would be. I bought 
myself an Efes beer, and hoped for the 
best while falling in to a deep and 
uncomfortable sleep. 

Several hours later, | opened my 
drowsy eyes just in time to see her 
knees buckle. She slumped to the 
floor of the aisle, her olive skin slowly 
turning the colour of porcelain. I did- 
n't know her name, but i truly thought 
I was watching her die. Everywhere, 
people were vomiting up copious 
amounts of bile, their stomachs 
already emptied of substance after 
hours of inhaling strange fumes and 
being rocked by angry waves. I would 
say that about half of all evacuees had 
fallen profoundly ill, and realizing 
this, the Turkish crew decided to 
make an emergency stop at Famagus- 
ta in Northern Cyprus. 

We still didn’t know our final desti- 
nation. 

At Famagusta, the intubated 
woman was lifted on to a stretcher 
and rushed to a nearby hospital. A 
medical crew stormed the cabin, their 
professional verve barely outweighing 
the fury and confusion of the passen- 
gers. Fussy children were given cap- 
fuls of medicine, and eight older men 
and women had to be given fluids 
intravenously. Meanwhile, the torpid 
crew accidentally spilled some more 
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Nor is it certain that Israel's American 
and British backers can hold off a cease- 
fire long enough to let it accomplish that 
goal even if it is willing to take the casu- 
alties that a ground invasion implies. And 
it wouldn't make much long-term differ- 
ence even if Israel did win the ground 
battle, for the only way to make southern 
Lebanon Hezbollah-free is to depopulate 
the region permanently. Almost every 
Shia family in the south contains Hezbol- 
lah members or sympathizers, which is 
hardly surprising after 18 years of harsh 
Israeli military occupation (1982 - 2000). 


SO ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, israet will 
fail to achieve its war aims—but this 
could be a good thing, for it will bring the 
fall of prime minister Ehud Olmert's gov- 
ernment and his project, inherited from 
the stricken Ariel Sharon, to impose a 
“final peace settlement” on the Palestini- 
ans that incorporates East Jerusalem and 
large chunks of the West Bank into Israel. 
In reality, that “settlement” would deliver 
neither finality nor peace, and the fact 
that this whole project may well be dis- 
credited in the eyes of the Israeli elec- 
torate along with Olmert's government is 
cause for at least modest rejoicing. 


gas on the deck. 

The situation improved after we left 
Famagusta. I fell asleep and then 
awoke several hours later, finding 
myself in the Turkish port of Mersin. 
In a daze, I was ushered through 
passport control, where I was given a 
four-day transit visa. Then, we were 
off to the city of Adana, where we all 
bunkered down in a gigantic gymna- 
sium whose floor was covered with 
mattresses and whose walls bore 
massive images of the beloved 
Ataturk. Women were given diapers 
and towels for their babies, and 
everyone else was given food. I sat on 
a mattress in the corner of the room, 
not knowing what to make of such a 
bewildering sight. 

My evacuation experience ended at 
the Adana airport, where most Cana- 
dians were returning home on a char- 
tered flight. I, not yet through with my 
summer, decided to fly to Istanbul. 
Just prior to splitting up, however, I 
bore witness to several Canadians 
being interviewed by Turkish televi- 
sion. It seemed as if the general con- 
sensus among evacuees was that the 
boat ride from Beirut to Mersin was 
quite literally the worst experience of 
anyone's life. This was certainly not 
how I felt, but then again, I didn’t 
spend an entire evening vomiting. 
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Hezbollah isn’t going to win either, but 
it can succeed without winning. Its 
leader, Sheikh Nasrallah, may not have 
foreseen the scale and ferocity of Israeli 
strikes against Lebanon when he ordered 
the attack that killed three Israeli soldiers 
and made two others prisoners—he may 
just have been seeking hostages for a 
prisoner exchange—but Hezbollah only 
has to survive in order to triumph. Since 
Israel cannot destroy it, it is almost cer- 
tain to triumph. That won't help the cause 
of peace, but it may not doom it either. 

Within a week or so, when Washing- 
ton and London realize that the Israelis 
Cannot achieve their purposes, they will 
allow a ceasefire in order to save 
Olmert's face, and it probably will not 
leave any Israeli troops inside the 
Lebanese frontier. Olmert’s government 
will probably fall within months anyway, 
and the whole project of unilaterally 
imposing unjust borders on the Palestini- 
ans that has dominated Israeli politics for 
the past five years may vanish with it. 
Which will leave, quite unexpectedly, a 
clean slate for the next Israeli govern- 
ment to write on. 

Israel will carry out prisoner 
exchanges both with Hezbollah and with 


IT 1S DIFACULT to appraise the Canadi- 


an government's reaction to the con- 
flict so soon after having been spirited 
from Lebanon. To be sure, in the heat 
of it all, the mass departure seemed to 
have taken an aeon to execute. On the 
other hand, I must thank all of the vol- 
unteers and embassy staff for their 
exemplary kindness throughout the 
ordeal. As trite as it sounds, their 
efforts made me proud to be Canadian 

What did not fill me with that same 
pride is Prime Minister Harper's 
unquestioning support for Israel, 
whose bombardments have been any- 
thing but measured. To my knowl- 
edge, it is still possible to travel from 
Jerusalem to Tel Aviv without having 
to sidestep rocket craters. The same 
cannot be said for almost any two 
destinations in Lebanon. | also don't 
believe that any part of Israel is cur- 
rently suffering from dwindling stocks 
of food. Again, the same cannot be 
said for Lebanon, and the families 
who are busy stockpiling non-perish- 
ables are testament to this truth. 

If there is anything | have garnered 
politically from this particular experi- 
ence, it is a profound respect for the 
tenacity of the common citizen in the 
Middle East. Their politicians toss 
them about it the most irreverent 


eye surgeons 


020 «. clearlylasik. com 


subject to credit approval. 


the Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip 

the German intelligence service that 
always brokers these exchanges has 
already been contacted by Olmert's gov- 
ernment. A wise and bold new Israeli 
leader, if such a paragon exists, will have 
a few months to try to change the 
dynamic and get back to the negotiated 
two-state solution that is the only hope 
for lasting peace in the region. 

Is this really likely to happen? Israeli 
politics offers few candidates for the role 
of mould-breaker who is willing to talk to 
Hamas and abandon Israel's territorial 
ambitions, and the window of opportunity 
will not stay open long. By this time next 
year, a calamitous civil war in Iraq is like- 
ly to distract everybody's at:ention away 
from the tedious old Palestinian-Israeli 
confrontation, which wauld then be 
allowed to subside back into its sulky, 
vicious normality. But Olmert's stupidity 
has at least created this unexpected 
opportunity. Wouldn't it be nice if they 
actually used it? 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. Dyer Straight 
will appear regularly in Jue Weekly 


ways, and yet they cling optimistically 
to the hope that someday—in the 
words of a lovely student I met on a 
bus—they will simply be able to go to 
school, build a business and love their 
spouse and children 

What we are seeing right now is 
individuals’ existence being used as 
a playing card by warring national 
apparatuses. Perhaps these imper- 
sonal “big men” are able to do so 
because we don't often appreciate 
the simple, apolitical beauty of our 
existence. | am speaking to the men 
of Beirut’s southern suburbs who 
may support Hezbollah because of its 
social programs but who also love to 
tell dirty jokes; to the women who 
are prepared to sacrifice all they 
have in order to shelter their children 
from nightmares; to the children 
who do suffer nightmares, but who 
also have dreams of education, pro- 
ductivity and love 

And to the wealthy foreigners who 
have been disillusioned and who have 
shown up tired and ill on the shores 
of an alien country, to the wealthy for- 
eigners who have realized—in an 
embarrassing flash of light (or per- 
haps more accurately, a nauseating 
twist of the stomach)—that they are 
all far more interdependent than they 
had initially believed. w 
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SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


new report suggests that 
nearly half of all official goy 
ernment aid is not actually 


available to poor countries to help 
them fight poverty. 

The report, entitled Real Aid 2 
found that of the $79 billion in officia| 
development assistance spent b 
donor countries in 2004, $37 billion 
or 47 per cent, was “phantom” aid 
that was not targeted to povert, 
reduction, but spent on technica] 
assistance and consultants or wa 
tied to the purchase of goods ani 
services in the donor country. 

The report says the G8 nations, o/ 
which Canada is a member, continu: 
to rank amongst the stingiest and 
least effective donors. 

Of the $3.4 billion of official devel 
opment assistance Canada gave i; 
2004, the report estimates that 39 per 
cent was phantom aid. 

The level of real Canadian aid is ju 
$50 per capita, the tenth worst globa| 
ly. Luxembourg, which the report 
ranks first in real per capita aid, pr 
vides an estimated $441 per person 

Canada was also singled out a 
being amongst the worst countries fo 
its level of tied aid and for excessiv 
spending on administration costs 

The report also points out that 
wealthy countries continue to take 
more from developing countries than 
they provide in assistance. 

“Debt repayments, capital flight 
unfair trade, profit remittances and 
rich countries’ contribution to climat« 
change contributed to an estimated 
net resource flow of $710 billion from 
developing countries in 2003, 10 
times the value of official aid.” v 
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WTO talks collapse in Geneva 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
y ivil society groups are hailing the collapse of 
( World Trade Organization talks as a victory 
for the world’s poor. 

WTO director-general Pascal Lamy announced on 
jul 24 that he would recommend to the WTO Gener- 
al Council that negotiations be suspended for an 
indefinite period following the breakdown of talks 
between Australia, Brazil, the European Union, 
India, Japan and the United States in Geneva on the 
weekend. 

“faced with this persistent impasse, | believe that 
the only course of action I can recommend is to sus- 
pend the negotiations across the Round, as a whole, 
to enable the serious reflection by participants, 
which is clearly necessary,” Lamy told the heads of 
the negotiation teams. 

"| do not intend to propose any new deadlines or 
a date for resumption of activity in the Negotiating 
Groups. This can only come when the conditions 
exist to permit renewed progress, and this means 
changes in entrenched positions. The ball is clearly 
in your court,” Lamy said. 

The key issue was the unwillingness of the US 
and the European Union, who blamed each other 
for the impasse, to reduce barriers to agricultural 
imports from the developing world. 

While Lamy said that the collapse of the so-called 
Doha Development Round—which was launched in 
Doha, Qatar in 2001—would be a blow to develop- 
ing countries, international civil society groups said 
the collapse was the best possible outcome. 

“The collapse of the Doha Round is good for the 
poor,” said Walden Bello, executive director of the 
Thailand-based organization Focus on the Global 
South, in a statement released jointly by a number 
of groups based in developing countries. 

“The idea that the Doha Round was a ‘develop- 
ment round’ could not have been farther from the 
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truth,” Bello said. “Whilst trade can be a medium for 
development, from the very start the aim of the 
developed countries was to push for greater market 
openings from the developing countries, while mak- 
ing minimal concessions on their part. 

“Invoking development was simply a cynical ploy 
to make the process less unpalatable.” 

Jean-Yves Lefort, trade campaigner with the 
Council of Canadians, agrees 

“The WTO collapse actually represents the best 
scenario for developing countries, despite what you 
will hear from trade ministers and WTO officials,” 
Lefort said. “The negotiations were so far removed 
from what one would call real development for the 
world’s poor that they were destined to fail.” 

The 149-member WTO was formed in 1995 to set 
binding rules for international trade, and became a 
household name in North America following mass 
protests at the 1999 WTO Ministerial in Seattle 

A study released by the World Bank in 2005 
agreed that the impacts of the “likely Doha sce- 
nario” would do little to help the world’s poor. The 
agreement, said the report, would mean a gain of 
just $16 billion over ten years, or just 0.16 per cent 
of developing-country gross domestic product, or 
less than a penny a day per capita. 

While the talks have yet to be completely aban- 
doned, future negotiations face a serious stumbling 
block in the US, where “fast track” authority, which 
grants the President wide powers to negotiate trade 
agreements, expires in July of 2007. 

But groups in developing countries say the set- 
back calls into question the WTO system as a whole 

“We are happy that the talks have been suspend- 
ed indefinitely,” said Pablo Rosalez of the Fisherfolk 
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Movement in the Philippines. “But we would be 
even happier if the suspension becomes permanent 
The time for reflection should be used to think 
about development without the WTO’ 

“With today's unravelling of the WTO talks, the 
task should now be to shift to creating alternative 
frameworks and institutions—other than tt 
and other neoliberal trade mechanisms—that would 
make trade truly beneficial for the poor,” said Bello. v 
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|] The high cost of toxic brains 
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It was just a story in the Toronto Star, but 
it was chilling. Lab tests found an aver- 
age of 200 chemicals—many of them 
known carcinogens and neurotoxins— 
present in the umbilical cords of new- 
borns. These are our babies, starting out 
with the odds against them. 

{ want to focus on neurotoxins for a 
minute. 

Mental illness costs the Alberta gov- 
ernment over $2 billion a year. If we've 
not personally been impacted by this 
we'll likely carry on like it is simply a mat- 
ter of unchangeable fact. But if we're not 
so healthy, or watching our children 
struggle with ADHD or depression or 
bipolar disorders, it's hard to shrug off. 

It's tempting to stop eating and 
breathing. 

Instead, | did a little research, looking 
for hope, and, surprisingly, | did find some. 

But the not-so-cheery reality is that 
we're surrounded by neurotoxins, and 
that mental illnesses of all kinds are 
everywhere, and that they're busy prolif- 
erating. Everyone it seems, from Mar- 
garet Trudeau to Edmonton's Graham 
Andrews to the kid next door has very 
personal, once-taboo stories of out-of- 
whack brain chemistry to tell. The telling 
is long overdue. 

One in five of us according to some 
sources, one in four according to others, 
will now experience some form of mental 


illness in our lives. Four of the 10 leading 
causes of disability are mental disorders. 
And depression, while it’s as common as 
the common cold, can be fatal. 

Not only are more of us are experienc- 
ing impaired mental functioning, we're 
experiencing it at younger ages. One in 
five children suffer. Teachers and parents 
will tell you that subduing our little ones 
to societal norms like not throwing things 
or dancing on desktops is not as simple as 
it once was—behaviour disorders have 
become commonplace. Angry, aggressive 
children, and children unable to focus or 
learn well, are in every classroom. 

We've done a little about the better- 
known neurotoxins like lead, mercury and 
carbon monoxide, but there are new ones 
we're not yet doing anything about. 

The direction we're going is expensive 
to individuals and society in monetary 
terms, but much more so in terms of very 
personal and emotional prices paid. 
Because unlike physical illness, the mani- 
festations of brain chemistry gone awry 
can be more confusing, carry more stigma, 
and have greater social consequences. 
Though we know it has nothing to do with 
the character of the sufferer, some, 
watching bewildering behaviour, are still 
prone to conclude it does. Pharmaceutical 
treatment can help beautifully. But it 
doesn’t always, nor does it offer a cure. 


AT BEST, medication manages symptoms 
well without side effect. Less positively, 
it has little or no desirable effect. And at 
worst, it causes serious adverse effects. 
Reports of severe liver damage, increased 
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incidence of suicide and misuse are com- 
mon and frightening—Ritalin is common- 
ly referred to as “Kiddie Cocaine,” and 
sells well among high school students 

Having to choose between medication 
and the need to manage symptoms is to 
find yourself stuck between the prover 
bial rock and hard place. And I'm stub 
born, so the question of cause and 
prevention persists. | don’t want to accept 
that the relatively clean start that was my 
generation's birthright is completely ou: 
of reach for my grandchildren. 

We're taking small steps here and 
there. Organically-grown produce and 
meat is becoming more accessible. Toron 
to has banned pesticide use for cosmeti: 
purposes, ensuring that their children at 
least won't play in toxic grass. Edmonton 
hasn't yet taken that step. 

Change is slow, though, and won't 
happen without our help. Worse, many 
neurotoxins persist in the environment fo; 
many years. 

But we have to start talking, because 
whether it's trust or resignation or apathy 
behind our silence and passivity, it’s 
killing us. 

That hope | was talking about? I've run 
out of space, so remind me if | forget to 
get there next time, because | did find 
some. There are ways to protect ou 
selves and our children. Better yet, we 
have researchers right here in our own 
province researching and getting interna 
tional nods of approval for treatment they 
have developed. Treatment that seems tc 
be getting to the root of the problem for a 
change. w 
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"This one’s got some vengeance!” 

My buddy yells over the nasty klank- 
klank-KLANK-KLANK crescendo of a fist- 
size rock tumbling at speed down the 
corrugated trough of the storm-drain out- 
fall, and | look up from the pebbly shore 
of the North Saskatchewan just in time to 
dodge the missile as it hops over the 
stones and bloorps into the river. 

“This one, too!” 

Klank-klank-KLANK-KLANK-tik-tik- 
bloorp. This is a fun game, aiming rocks 
up the slope at the culvert and dodging 
them as they unpredictably ricochet back 
down. Really, what would | rather be 
doing an this glorious summer day, with 
the stooping sun through the iron web of 
the High Level bridge, than goofing 
around on the riverbank, hucking rocks 
and laughing? 

We're all so very proud of our river 
valley ... but for me, fun times right 
down at water's edge have been few 
and far between since | was a kid skip- 
ping rocks (or trying to skip rocks; | really 
do suck at it), head ringing with motherly 
forbiddings. The river, | was told, would 
suck me right under. | wonder if the wav- 
ing couple out there this afternoon, hold- 
ing hands and drifting by in their 
beer-laden innertubes, got that memo. 
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Maybe the Demon Undertow only comes 
out when he's got a roof of ice over his 
grisly head ... 

| know Mayor Mandel’s river-raising 
idea is old news, but | can’t help but 
think about it when | see the kayaker 
working out around the LAT bridge pil- 
ings, and these happy floaters spinning 
past in a silence that allows a speaking 
voice to reach the bank. It strikes me, 
now, that the water level’s plenty high 
enough to allow the only’kind of boating 
we need ... the quiet kind. Certainly the 
three dudes that came powerboating by 
earlier, standing ramrod behind the 
windscreen in their slacks and polo 
shirts, were having the kind of fun only 
appreciated by affluent shitheads and 
the pleb drones who envy them: the joy 
of making a deafening racket by igniting 
gallons of liquid cash. 


MAN, MY ARM'S GONNA ACHE tomor- 
row. This rather dangerous game—only 
fool's luck has kept rock and noggin vec- 
tors from intersecting; it's mostly shins 
that've been taking the bullet—is just the 
latest of the stone-throwing events in 
today’s Hoser Olympics. Earlier hours 
were spent in the pursuit of hitting one 
largish tossed rock with a smaller rock, 
moving-target practice over the flowing 
highway. It's kind of like a stoned simula- 
tion of the American missile defence sys- 
tem, with similar rates of success, and 
we wouldn't stop until all four of us got at 
least one, preferably two, solid inter- 
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cepts. Hundreds of launches, with only 
occasional breaks for fluids and fresh air 
... and before that was an hour's worth of 
plain ol’ hit-the-log as a warmup. 

Who needs riverside commercialize- 
tion? It's perfectly possible, you know, to 
have fun that doesn’t involve getting a 
receipt. |’m just about as happy as I've 
ever been, here and now, and when it 
comes time to buy food and drink there's 
any number of taphouses with deepfryers 
just up the slope. | agree it’s nice to enjoy 
a nice drop of wine with the sun shim- 
mering on the river—and | just did that 
without tipping a waiter and without 
rezoning a park. 

Before we leave, we decide to send a 
message in a bottle, a single slip of paper 
declaring its truth to some lucky down- 
stream scavenger: OUTFALL 239 RULEZ. 
Sweetening the pot, we include a deli- 
cately dried crab claw we found wedged 
between two little boulders and a piece 
of Chinese “hell money” that from more 
than a foot away looks exactly like an 
American $100 bill. Seeing the glint of 
greenback in the riverborne flotsam, will 
somebody let avarice put them in harm's 
way? Probably, but ... hey, that's comedy! 

The setting sun's flickering shadows 
over us, right through the windows of the 
passing LRT. We set our Gallo Galleon 
into the river ... 

... and huck rocks at it, desperately, 
until it's out of range and on its way. 
What else can we do? This evening, 
hucking rocks is our thing. w 
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Twist and Shout (Out Out Out Out 


EDMONTON'S OFFICIAL ‘NEXT BIG THING’ RELEASE THEIR FIRST BIG THING, WOT SAYING / JUST SAYING 


TYSON KABAN / tyson@vueweekly.com 
t’s a weekday afternoon at the 
| Black Dog and the bar is practical- 
ly empty. It’s around that time 

when it’s probably too early to start 
drinking and too late to still be in bed 
sleeping, so one can safely assume 
that the handful of patrons loitering 
around the pub are either the bar- 
tender, unemployed or musicians. | 
was there to find the latter, to have a 
chat with the guys of Shout Out Out 
Out Out, who are about to release 
their first LP, Not Saying/Just Saying 

The most pressing question on my 
mind—or, for that matter, on the mind 
of everyone who, like me, until 
recently tended to add an indiscrimi- 
nate number of “outs” to the band’s 
name when saying it aloud—is 
whether or not the new album will 
propel Shout Out Out Out Out above 
or below the hype that’s been 
ascribed to them by critics, industry 
insiders and local music fans 

Their shows in Edmonton are often 
sold-out; they received the highest 
g out of any band at this past 
1 Music Week festival; 
zed to gain a following 
turated music scene 
suggest that the group 
the potential to—as the 
1€ business so often goes— 
from the moment I 
Bell, the first Shout 


t's obvious that they don’t 
uzz anymore—likely 


S point, it’s probably 


y you have to interview anoth- 
local band,” he apologizes 

d id of self-deprecation— 
mpletely authentic and somewhat 
-is shared by the other 
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oe | WITH DIETZCHEV & THE ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN 
| STARLITEROOM, $16 
members of the band—Nik Kozub, 
Will Zimmerman and Jason Troock— 
who promptly join us. (the other third 
of the group—drummers Clint Frazier 
and Gravy—weren't in attendance.) 
“We're still talking pretty small 
scale, but we're totally grateful for the 
attention we've been getting, espe- 
cially since it’s more than just from 
Edmonton,” Kozub says. “But the 
pressure we're feeling right now is 
not necessarily living up to people’s 
expectations, but it’s more a matter of 
anticipation that the record’s coming 
out and hoping that people will like 
what we're putting out there.” 


SHOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT are purvey- 


ors of a new wave of music that can’t 
quite be fully represented by hyphen- 
ated descriptors like “electro-rock.” A 
a mix-mash of beats from polished 
techno and dirty rock, infectious 
synths and robotic vocals, their music 
is possibly the most danceable music 
you've ever heard. 

Collectively, the sextet boasts more 
than two decades worth of experience 
playing music and working in the 
industry, but things are different this 
time around for each of the members 
of Shout Out Out Out Out. Previously, 
their experience has been mostly lim- 
ited to playing in punk and rock bands 
(Bell and Gravy constitute stomp-rock 
duo Whitey Houston; Frazier used to 
bash the skins with iconic local punks 
the Franklins; Kozub’s past resumé 
includes stints with the Cleats and 
Veal) and all members agree that 
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even with the success of all of their 
previous projects, they still never 
expected to receive such an over- 
whelmingly positive response. 

“We've all been working at it a long 
time for this so it’s kind of kooky,” 
Kozub says. “We're just a bunch of old 
dudes who've been playing for a long 
time and for some reason, this one 
thing we're doing now has connected 
with people and they just get what 
we're doing.” 

Much of Shout Out Out Out Out’s 
appeal can be attributed to their live 
shows. Notoriously high-energy 
affairs, they are less live concerts 
than they are huge, sweaty orgiastic 
dance parties. Each song comes off 
as a direct confrontation to simply 
stay still. And with Kozub and Troock 


on synths, Bell and Zimmerman _ 


rocking the bass, and Frazier and 
Gravy constantly dueling on two sep- 
arate sets of drums, you'll find the 
energy generated on stage constantly 
pouring into the diverse crowd, 
heavily populated with hipsters, 
scenesters—basically any other 
descriptors ending in “-ster,” really— 
gay boys and gals, ravers, faux-hip- 
pies and rockers. 

“People like dancing, and our music 
crosses over in enough of the right 
spots of rock and dance music that it 
makes them immediately want to get 
down,” Zimmerman offers up as the 
most simplest explanation of why 
people are attracted to the band. 

“The energy is infectious, and if 
you're playing energetic music and 
being energetic playing it, it really 
translates to the crowd,” Bell adds. 
“People want to go out to a show and 
have fun, and that’s what we play: 
really fun music.” 5 

And that kind of unpretentious 
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approach is another factor that could 
explain the band’s widespread appeal. 
All members agree that they've never 
had as much fun playing shows in 
their previous projects as they do in 
S04, as the kids have been calling 
them, and it shows. They're honestly 
having a great time on stage, as if 
they themselves were in the crowd, 
too, listening and moving to the beats 
themselves. 

“This one reviewer at our North By 
Northeast show ... said ‘these guys 
must be genuine—because they all 
have bad hair,’” Kozub jokes. 

“Except for me,” Zimmerman—‘the 
good-looking one’—interjects. “They 
said I have great hair.” 

“Yes, except for you,” Kozub says 
from across the table. “They all have 
bad hair except for the guy who looks 
like Steven Tyler.” 


THE IMPENDING RELEASE of wot say- 
ing/Just Saying will prove, among 
other things, if Shout Out Out Out Out 
can be as infectiously addictive in a 
stereo as they are in a crowded 
venue. Bell assures me that they've 
accomplished the task of translating 
the raw electrical force of their live 
show onto disc, and the record came 
out better than they all expected. 

“We're really excited with how it 
turned out,” Bell says. “I don’t think it 
sounds particularly unlike our live 
show. If anything, we just don’t fuck 
up as much.” 

Kozub says, “We really set out to 
make a good record that anyone can 
play. DJs and everyone. You can listen 
to it anywhere, You can play it at 
party, or at a bar mitzvah, or in ‘da 
club,’ or slamming it in the Jeep or on 
your ‘Pod, when you wake up in the 
morning, in the PT Cruiser ... ” 


“Not in the PT Cruiser,” Bell inte: 
rupts. 

“Okay. So not in the PT Cruise: 
Kozub recants. 

Even though response for th« 
album has been strong so far, at the 
moment, Kozub is still dreading that 
one unfavourable review every 
band—no matter how great—will 
inevitably come across. 

“Again, once you start getting some 
attention, people immediately star! 
looking for things to criticize anc¢ 
that’s the hard part,” Kozub says. “I've 
got a fucking delicate ego, man. Any 
little thing, a bad review or some- 
thing, will just ruin my life. So good 
reviews all around!” 

But no matter what happens—il 
Shout Out Out Out Out makes it or 
not—the entire band, as Zimmerman 
says, will keep on keeping on having 
fun and playing music for as long as it 
takes, even if they never, you know 
“make it big.” 

“I've dedicated myself to music {o! 
a very long time, and it seems like this 
might be the best chance I've had so 
far to actually make music for a living 
to be self-sufficient and pay my bills 
by just playing music,” Kozub says 

“Yeah, I can’t even imagine the day 
when I'll hang up my hat,” Bell says. ‘! 
have friends who don’t play anymore, 
and I just don’t know how they do it.” 

“1 think eventually I’ll get to the 
point where I’m too old to be playing 
the music I am now and 1’ll just have 
to start getting into ‘world’ music,’ 
Kozub adds. “Like David Byrne 0! 
Sting. Peter Gabriel. I think once 4 
musician tums a certain age, you just 
have to start rolling around in a big 
plastic bubble, doing ‘world’ music 
I'll be making and writing music for- 
ever even if it kills me.” w 


CHRISTIE SCHULTZ / christie@vueweekly.com 


hen is a restaurant not a 
\‘ restaurant? When it's a 
food opportunity. Urban 


Rustic Gourmet, which shares a 
Space with Olive Me, famous for its 
“Great Mistake" olives, is not exactly a 
restaurant. 

The shop specializes in what they 
call “meal planning.” Think of it as a 
way to hire your own personal chef, 
except that chef cooks in her restau- 
rant-sized kitchen, and you just pick 
up a week’s worth of food when 
you're hungry. 

When I called to make reservations, 
Owner Geedes Casino explained that | 
wouldn't find a conventional restau- 
Tant. “There are only a few tables 
because most people take the food 
home,” she confessed, “but you're 
‘elcome to come in and try this 
‘Week's menu.” A bit confused, | asked 
‘for further explanation. 

Each week since 2002, Casino has 
designed a menu with four entrées: 
one beef or pork, one chicken, one 
fish and a vegetarian option. She 
posts the menus for the month on her 
Website and people call up with their 
and when they want to pick up 
food. 

= most common weekly package 
icludes four main entrées, four veg- 
table sides, four carb sides and a 

‘ sa d bin to dip into with your meal or 
sg Snacks. For those who opt for a 

regular package like this, she develops 
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With this Gourmet, all your 
troubles seem so far away 
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<— | URBAN RUSTIC GOURMET 


= 8613-109 STREET 
988.3261 


a meal plan to meet just about any 
dietary needs. The standard package 
for one person is $60.00 per week 

If you're like me, where cereal is a 
viable option for dinner at least one 
night per week, this sounds like a very 
good idea. For those who hate cook- 
ing but love eating, the weekly meal 
plan alternative to nutrition is bril- 
liant. I might actually sign on for a 
week if I know it’s going to be 
extraordinarily busy. Imagine the 
week of the big move into your new 
house or the week before your wed- 
ding without having to worry about 
only eating greasy fast food or cereal 
for dinner. So long scurvy! 

But before I said goodbye to nutri- 
tional deficiencies, I decided to try out 
the food. On the night I went with a 
friend, we were the only people at the 
tables. Casino brought us menus and 
we selected from the promised four 
options. Ginger chicken with cashews 
($12.25) sounded good to me. My 
friend picked the spinach enchilada 
($10.25). 


BEWIEVE IT OR NOT, our meals were pre- 
pared after we ordered them. We wait- 
ed a few minutes longer than at some 
restaurants, but we had time to discuss 


the slow food movement and antici- 
pate vegetables. Casino mentioned 
that we'd get more than a single serv- 
ing of veggies with the meal. She really 
believes in the merits of vegetables 
and even claims to sneak extra veggies 
into sauces when she can, 

My first bite of the ginger chicken 
was almost all ginger. The sauce was 
light and not greasy—more of a light 
ginger stir-fry—and the chicken was 
juicy without relying on breading or 
anything heavy. It was really good 

My friend’s spinach enchilada was 
extra-spinachy. There was too much 
spinach for her to handle in one meal, 
but she loved the tomato sauce and 
the beans in her combination. There 
was plenty of cheese baked on top 
Despite the leftover spinach, the dish 
was completely filling. 

As promised, both meals came with 
a nice stack of grilled vegetables— 
zucchini, asparagus, peppers and 
mushrooms—and brown rice 

This is how | would cook if | had 
the time: the menu and the meals 
aren't overly complicated and the 
food is healthy and fresh. The other 
good news was, if you'd rather just 
learn how te cook like this for your- 
self, Casino offers customized cook- 
ing classes. She'll set something up 
that works for you or a group. 

When we asked about dessert, 
Casino offered a serving of chocolate 
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Roughly two thirds of wine buyers are 
women. About 95 per cent of store- 
bought wine is consumed within 48 
hours. More and more wine purchasers 
are from the 18 - 30 age group. These 
three factors have revolutionized the 
wine industry. Many wineries have adapt- 
ed their production and marketing plans 
in response to these changes. 

One change has been for wineries to 
adjust their wines to make each vintage 
consistent. This can be achieved in many 
ways, most of which | do not fully under- 
stand, but includes adding enzymes or 
biochemicals. This helps lessen the 
sometimes huge differences between vin- 
tages. Each time you purchase one of the 
adapted wines, it will taste very similar. 
In my opinion, this eliminates the excite- 
ment, uniqueness and individuality of 
each bottle of wine. 
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Winemaking Tip #1: 
pay your oenologist more 
than your graphic designer 


Another change popular among winer- 
ies is found on their bottle labels. They 
have discovered that the young, female 
wine buyer is more likely to purchase a 
bottle with a colourful or cute label. Have 
you noticed the increase in cute animals 
on wine labels? 

| was determined to find out if there 
was quality and substance in the cute 
bottles. About a month ago, my wife and | 
went into a liquor store and selected the 
wine with the most visually enticing 
label. Instead of drinking it within two 
days, | gave it a while to recover. 

Upon opening it, it exuded a deep red 
colour and a vibrantly fruity nose. | was 
optimistic as | sipped my first taste. 
Unfortunately, my initial opinions were 
proven correct: it was limp and uninter- 
esting. It lacked any fruit or much sub- 
stance. The body was lacking and 
nonexistent on the back of the palate. | 
found no redeeming features at all. 

| was prepared to be proven wrong. | 
wanted to be shown that inside these 
cutesy, schlocky labels were some won- 
derful bargain-priced wines. Alas, there 
was not. At least the label was pretty and 
| can be sure that the next bottle will 
taste exactly the same—isn't that what's 
important? 

Not for me, thanks! w 
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JENNIFER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly.com 

uring the lazy, hazy days of a 
Dr» summer, the exotic seems 

more tangible. Edmonton 
becomes as romantic as Venice or as 
picturesque as Tuscany when the sun 
beats gloriously down on its inhabi- 
tants, who have crawled out of their 
caves for the season. 

My husband and I, nostalgic for the 
flavours of Thailand, marched into 
Boualouang Laos & Thai Cuisine 
on a mission. We wished to pretend 
we were somewhere else. My daugh- 
ter, dressed in her Thai dress, was 
warned that this place didn’t serve 
chicken nuggets. 

She seemed satisfied and patted 
the sitting Buddha with affection as 
we entered. The tiny restaurant held 
six tables and fortunately wasn’t busy 
on a Monday night. The few occupied 
tables were seated with hip 20-some- 
things and we already felt like we 
were in new territory. Between the 
hand-woven burgundy tablecloths, 
tropical plants and bright scenic 
paintings, we began to unwind, 

A friendly server handed us a 
} booster seat and began by filling our 
AWADDS water glasses. “If the food’s not spicy, 

/ it's not good,” she winked as she left 
200 Hy us with the menus. As our evening 
> t : S went on, the food was apparently ve: 
ethiop2an lita ; ——_ good: she needed to relents oe 
glasses again and again. 

The menu was neatly broken into 
sections with the titles such as “Kow 
Lahdt Nha” and “Lahp & Yums’”. 
Clearly, we needed assistance. We 
began by ordering a tom-ga-tee with 
shrimp ($10.95) to share from the 
soup section while we debated the 
main courses. My husband adventur- 
ously ordered a palm juice ($2.95) to 
share with our daughter, while I 
decided on a Thai iced tea ($3.95). 

There were a variety of unique 
dishes. Noodle soups, specialty dish- 
es, yums and lahps all graced the 
pages of the menu. Missing the green 
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A Boualouang time ago in a 
restaurant not so far away .. 


SE | MON-SAT UNTIL PH 
= BOUALOUANG LAOS 


o> | & THAI CUISINE 
| 10669 97 STREET 

=e | 423.4207 

curry I enjoyed so much in Bangkok, | 
ordered the gaeng-kiew-vahn—green 
curry with coconut milk and fish 
($11.95). My husband went with a 
meat and potatoes theme in the beef 
matsamun curry ($9.95). My daughter 
was Satisfied with a side order of 
kow-muhn-mak-pow (try saying that 
three times fast), which was simply 
coconut milk, sugar and steamed rice. 
To me, this seemed like more of a 
dessert than a main course item, but 
who am I to argue? 


OUR DRINKS ARRIVED quickly with the 


soup. I was surprised by the size of 
the bowl, for we only ordered a medi- 
um. | inhaled the aroma of chilies and 
lemongrass as I tried my first bite. The 
spices hit the back of my throat like a 
speeding train; coughing, I drank 
almost a full glass of water. My hus- 
band looked over approvingly. “I’m up 
for the challenge,” he stated stoically 
as he took his first bite. His response 
was similar to my own. 

The soup, more hot than sour, 
was incredible. Large pieces of but- 
ton mushrooms and shrimp floated 
in a pungent broth filled with lime 
leaves and galangal. A member of 
the ginger family, galangal is used 
mainly as a digestive tonic. The 
medicinal root explained the overall 
warming effect my husband and | 
felt after digesting the soup. Satis- 
fied, we sipped our drinks and wait- 
ed for our main courses. 

My Thai iced tea tasted quite similar 
to my Thai memories, though this tea 
was a bizarre bright orange colour. 
Red tea leaves, cinnamon, vanilla and 
Star anise were steeped and then 
flavoured with sugar and cream. The 


result was a creamy yet sharp-tastin, 
summer drink. Palm juice turned oy 
to be coconut juice taken from a 
der coconut when it was stil! gree, 
the large nut can hold up to one |i 
of juice, which my daughter 
could have sucked back. We wei 
desperate for this drink after our meal 
that we ran over to Lucky 97 to see | 
they offered this precious commod 

We barely noticed when our entrc« 
arrived. Presented in merry ceramic 
dishes, the brightness of the curric 
contrasted with the pure white rice 
My husband's matsamun curry was 
the mild one at the table. Chili 
cumin, cardamom and cloves com- 
bined to give this dish a strong bul 
also sweet flavour. He was impressed 
by the amount of tender beef slices in 
his dish alongside the plump potatoes 

My dish was almost the opposite, | 
as far as curries go. Flaky white 
pieces of fish, sweet basil and Laotian 
eggplant all mingled in a fiery grecn 
Thai sauce of cumin, lemong'ass, 
green chilies and coriander. To pal 
take in this feast, steamed white rice 
and plenty of water was a must 

The least spicy dish at the table 
was my daughter's sweet rice mi 
ture. After claiming a forkful, | real 
ized why I needed to bribe her © 
share. The fluffy white rice was coal 
ed with a mixture of sugar 4"! 
coconut milk. Thai rice pudding w* 
richer and much better than ours 

Too full to try dessert, we asked !! 
the bill and chatted with our serv" 
The Laotian had just spent five mont! 
in Thailand. “You know," she beg" 
“Edmonton is a nice place to live, bi" 
not that exciting. In Thailand you °" 
eat, drink and be out all night.” . 

I nodded my head in agreement. 
much as I would like to imagine tht! 
Edmonton is tropical and exotic, its 
not. But for $50.00 including tax 4! 
tip, you can easily pretend—un'" 
Boualouang swings the Closed sig" : 
9 pm, thatis. vw 
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ENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 
don’t really paint in the city; I 
- don't like painting cityscapes. I 
don’t even like painting barns. 
'm famous for painting out houses. 
jot outhouses, but painting the hous- 
out, out of the painting,” artist 
1k Feddes says. 
The last time | spoke with Feddes 
as about nine months ago on the 
front steps of his brother's house, in 
advance of the first Edmonton show 
of his landscapes. “I wouldn't be land- 
scape painting,” he said, “if I wasn’t 
out there having a crazy experience.” 
Fueled—literally, body and van—by 
the cash generated by that show's 
success, the artist lit out for parts 
East, going cross country, turning 
down through Michigan on his way to 
wintering in an Arizona desert 
cabana, watching and learning and 
feeling the contours of land and sky 
the whole way. 
Returning now for this weekend's 
one-day show and sale Landscapes, 
he brings with him a houseful of 
paintings of striking power. If his last 
‘series showed a great earth-sensitivi- 
ty, the current show seems to come 
from some kind of tectonic telepathy. 
“It's all feel," says Feddes of the 
geological wisdom in his pictures. 
“i'm learning a lot right now, the more 


sddes paints the lay of the Landscapes 
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I paint and the more I look. I don’t 
know much about it as far as a scien- 
tist is probably concemed, but it’s like 
it’s unfolding all the time. I learn first- 
hand from my experience.” 

Looking at Feddes's landscapes, 
one’s eye is first caught by their surface 
pop appeal. Given to bright fields of 
solid color bounded by solid black 
lines, his panels are fun to have 
around, pleasant decorations. But 
those lines and fields trace the con- 
tours of earth and sky in a profound 
way, building tangible, flowing forms, 
creating snapshots of the planet that 
make the viewer feel the motion of the 
land through unspeakable time. In 
Feddes’s vistas, ephemeral cloud and 
solid mountain are shown as the fluid 
masses they are, one moulded by wind 
and the other by wind, glacier and 
river— the only difference is timescale. 

“The sky's always the funnest part 
to paint for me,” he says. “You just 
have to go [ninja-sword sound effect: 
whoosh whoosh whoosh]. | like paint- 
ing skies, I like painting clouds, I like 
looking at clouds a lot. 


“Like, outside of Calgary there, just 
getting these huge thunderhead 
clouds. You can't even paint it. You're 
like, ‘What?!’ You stare at it, and it's 
like the face of God. Yeah, the Popcom 
God or something, this huge [pop pop 
pop]. You can feel the size of it, this 
powerful force. Tons of water, bolts of 
lightning, wind ... who knows what 
else in there? Energy, mad energy.” 


FOR FEDDES, the key is keeping eyes 
and ears—physical and spiritual— 
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open at all times. “For me,” he 
explains, “when I'm not painting, I'm 
just staring at stuff. I’m looking at 
shapes, I'm looking at patterns ... I'm 
not really sure what I do with all the 
information, but it’s going somewhere. 
“I'm just trying to keep it a dia- 
logue I have with the actual land all 
around,” he continues. “I'm really fas- 
cinated with all kinds of aspects of 
the world, of evolution, of everything 
The human race, the history of the 
world, the future. Painting is my win- 


dow into that.” 

And that’s the key to these 
they're an ongoing ritual ac ho: 
results just happen to be eminen 
saleable. It’s clear from our conve 
tions that the artist himself find 
drawings—not yet exhibited in Ed 
ton—to be more important to h 
all work; landscape painting 
out on and in the land, stretching 
perceptions—-that's a spiritual wor! 

“Painting, it starts to ... once 
confidence gets up, it starts to make 
more sense,” says Feddes, whose next 
journey is a winter return to the West 
Coast. “I think I'm getting more 
relaxed on myself in som s. I'm 
trying to let myself do what I want to 
do rather than holding myself back 
I'm always feeling like I'm getting 
closer and closer to that. I'm never 
really quite there; I'm working toward 
something and !'m trying to learn 
something all the time 

“The thing I'm getting better at is 
believing in my lines and my marks, 
trying to do it hot off the hand, first 
shot. That's really what I'm interested 

in .. doing it like a tattoo, just burning 
it right on, believing it, feeling it 
That's what painting really is, moving 
forward, going at it. 

“Start thinking about it too much 
and you get caught up.” v 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
he country that’s been known to infuse 
the world with numerous different spices 
for centuries is also adding a dash of its 
dance culture into the Western world. India’s 
Bollywood dance is just one of the many global 
flavours of dance that'll be offered on the dance 
Carte du jour at Muminate. 
Edmonton's Bollywood duo of Shabina Ramji, 
7, and Jena Krystofiak, 15, have been in popular 
demand since their formation four years ago. 
_ “{Bollywood) is getting really big right now 
Cause of its infusion of several [expressions] 
‘of dance," says Krystofiak. who has been Bolly- 
‘wood dancing for an incredible 11 years. “Bolly- 
_ Wood infuses so many different dance forms 
including katahak, a classical form of Indian 
“Gance, and, most recently, hip hop.” 
“It's getting more exposure. It’s becoming 
cross-cultural, and people who don't have a full 
i derstanding of Bollywood are now watching 
movies—that can now be seen in big Edmonton 
ovie theaters [like South Edmonton Common’s 
plex Odeon],” adds Ramiji, the former hip- 
-turned-Bollywood dancer. She made the 
itch shortly after being intrigued by the 
lourful costumes and intricate dance moves in 
© Indian film Taal 4 years ago. 
Despite their young ages, however, the four- 
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time gold medal award-winning duo is far from 
amateur. Working with Spice Dance Produc- 
tions—a production company that exposes 
Edmonton to the local dance performers who 
offer a vast variety of world dances—Krystofiak 
and Ramji perform an average of two weekends 
a month at functions, and practice on average 
five hours a week. It can take them months to 
perfect as little as one routine. 

Performing a more classical style of Bollywood 
dance at Illuminate, Krystofiak and Ramji’s per- 
formance will be only a brief stop on a show that'll 
take its audience around the world via dancing. 

Spectators will be taken on a journey from 
India's Bollywood to Spain, with flamenco 
dancing, to the heartlands of Africa, with the 
Isokan Afrika dance group, only to return again 
to the spiritual side of India with a live yoga 
demonstration. 

And to spice the evening up, local fashion- 
istas will also showcase their designs. 


THE EVENT IS meant to raise awareness, and 


money, for an Edmonton-based charity, the 
Zebra Child Protection Centre, an organization 
that helps children who are victims of abuse. 

“The idea behind Illuminate is to shed light on 
the local talent that Edmonton has to offer,” says 
Robindra Mohar, one of the co-producers of the 
show. “We want to bring people together in the 
core of Edmonton to show them what their city 
has to offer and to get people to come out and 
see things that they might not usually get to see.” 

"We've both travelled quite a bit to big cities all 
over the world, and we realized that this is a 
really cool way to incorporate fashion, dance and 
music, all while raising awareness for a really 
great cause,” comments co-producer Shelly 
Solarz, who is also a volunteer at Zebra, and has 
been involved with the organization since she 
stumbled upon it at another event last year. 

“when I discovered Zebra, it made me realize 
how you never think something like [the abuse 
of children] happens in your own city,” she adds. 
“when we raise more awareness about the 
issue, it tells people that it’s not right.” 

Finding their calling, Mohar and Solarz plan 
to surge ahead and host other charitable events 
in the future with their production company, also 
called flluminate. 

This week’s show is only a sample taste of the 
spice they'll be adding to the city’s scene. w 


Bollywood queens set to Illuminate the stage for the kids 
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Fringe celebrates its 25th with 
some of its brightest candles 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
oday, Stewart Lemoine and 
David Belke share a stuffy 
office space in the Varscona 
Theatre, resident playwrights-in-resi- 
dence for Teatro La Quindicina and 
Shadow Theatre respectively. 

But who knows what kind of glass- 
walled, 20-story purgatory they'd be 
inhabiting if it weren't for Edmonton’s 
Fringe Festival. 

Both of these men, two of Edmon- 
ton's most prolific and lauded play- 
wrights, got their start waiting in 
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TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS (10330 83 AVENUE), 
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line-ups and passing out handbills to 
corn dog-gulping festival-goers on the 
hot August streets of Old Strathcona. 
And both just aren’t sure where they 
would have gotten the opportunity to 
try out their work if it wasn’t for 
Edmonton's yearly extravaganza of 
bad curry and good theatre. 

“For me it was a chance to explore 
my playwright side,” explains Belke, 
who was originally a designer until he 
took the writing plunge at 1990’s 
Fringe, not looking back since, pre- 
miering a play at every subsequent 
Fringe. “It was a chance for me, | 
think like so many artists, to find a 
place and an audience.” 

Lemoine, who premiered his work 
at the very first Fringe, has a slightly 
more self-deprecating take. 

“The Fringe was our chance to put 
on a play where no one could stop 
us,” he says with an urbane laugh. 
“I'm not sure how I would have start- 
ed otherwise, So that’s obviously 
incredibly valuable when you're first 
getting out there.” 

Both playwrights will get a chance 
to see two of their most successful 
works re-mounted for the Fringe’s 
upcoming 25th Anniversary Show- 
case. Belke’s All Expenses Paid, which 
originally debuted at the 2000 Fringe 
and recently returned from a success- 
ful run at Orlando's Fringe, and 
Lemoine's Pith!, which is also set to 
play New York’s 10th Anniversary cel- 
ebration in August and debuted in 
1997, will join Kenneth Brown’s 
world-travelled one-man show Life 
After Hockey and November Theatre's 
expressionist musical The Black Rider 
for a look back at some of the best of 
the past quarter century. 


FOR LEMOINE, all four plays represent 
the freedom that the Fringe has granted 
theatre artists in Edmonton, a freedom 
that has paid dividends in establishing 
and growing the community. 


“It is a chance to kind of d 
€ver you want,” he explains. “Not on/ 
to do that play they've always want: 
but to do their own work, or at lea 
do them with people they \, 
work with, their own way. Edmon 
ton’s has really always been a 
ator’s Fringe, an opportuni 
people to do what they want to J 

Belke agrees, pointing out thal 
events like the 25th Anniversary show 
prove just how committed Edmonton 
Fringe is to the actual artists involved 
doing everything in its power to ge 
them up and going in the world 

“The Edmonton mode! o! the 
Fringe—which has disseminated all 
over the world, certainly across Cana 
da and through most of the States « 
well—is about taking care of you 
artists, showing a genuine interes! in 
the people putting these things 
together,” he says. “Most people 
expect to go broke doing Edinburg! 
which just isn’t the case here, and |! 
hard to argue about how successit! 
helping the artists showcase ‘hell 
work has been.” 

And while both are proud to be rec 
ognized as a small part of what has 
made the Fringe the world-renown! 
undertaking it’s become over the p2' 
25 years, they both think that the > 
part of any Fringe isn’t necessarily I" 
tried-and-true like themselves, but the 
unexpected gems that seem to pop "? 
on a yearly basis. 

’The wonderful thing about the 
Fringe is that there's always go!ns to 
be discoveries, those people 
come out of left field and make y° 
say, ‘I didn’t know they could do thal. 
says Belke, who knows a thing 0! two 
about being an unexpected talent. 

"There's always some young, fresh 
face who steps in and starts to puilda 
career at the Fringe, and so maybe"! 
favourite part of the Fringe !S thal 
heaven only knows what's goins " 
happen each year.” w 
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HOPE 
Centre (887-1200/428-1414) « 
ented by Third Street Beat with more than 

306 performers for a one night only benefit per- 
"formance in support of the Stollery Children’s 
‘Hospital Foundation * July 30 (7pm) * $25 (adv. 
‘atlults)/$15 (adv. child) at the Winspear box 
office, 3rd Street Beat.$30 (day of performance) 


NAITHYA KARNATAKA Myer Horowitz Theatre, 
UJ of A Campus (716-1950) * Nupura Dance 
Troupe’s production presented by Edmonton 
Aaga-Mala and Image Incia showcasing the 

style of Bharathanatyam © Sat, Aug. 5 
(7:36pm) * Tickets available at merchantix.com, 
and the door 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
106 St (488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
{closed all hols) ¢ COVER-UPS AND REVELA- 
TIONS: Tapestry portraits by Barbara Heller, 
where the faces are obscured by clothing or cos- 
tume; until Aug. 22 ¢ OUTSIDE THE BOX: A sur- 
vey exhibition of innovative and creative furni- 
ture; until Sept. 30 * FAIRYTALES, FOLKLORE 
AND MYTH COMMUNICATIONS... PART 1; 
Artworks by metalsmith Shona Rae; until 
‘September 2 

ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-3679) * THE CANADIAN COWBOY 
DOWN UNDER: Featuring artworks by Fran 
Olynyk and At Roberge; through July * 
ELEMENTAL: Recent works by St. Albert artists 
Allison Argy-Burgess and Sharon Moore-Foster; 
Aug. 3-Sept. 2; opening reception and art walk: 
Thu, Aug. 3 (6-9pm) 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) « Open Tue Wed Fri 
10:30am-8pm; Thu 10:30am-5pm; Sat-Sun 11am- 
Spm * NORTHERN PASSAGE: The Arctic Voyages 
of A.Y. Jackson, Frederick Banting and Lawren 
Harris; until Sept. 10 © SWEET IMMORTALITY: 
Douglas Clark’s installation project; until Sept. 10 
* NIGHTSCAPES; Urban and rural, mystery of 
night-time scenes by Dan Bagan, Hendrik Bres, 
Kari Dukes, K. Gwen Frank, Jerzy Gawlak, Les 
Graff, Gordon Harper, Robert Nichols, Jim Stokes, 
Raymond Theriault and Richard Wear; until Sept. 
10 © ART BAR; Installation by Jesse Sherburn; 
until Aug. 27 * HAPPY HOUR AT THE ART BAR: 
every Thu until Aug. 24 (4-Bpm); July 27, Aug. 10, 
Aug. 17, Aug. 24 (4-8pm); Late Night at the Art 
Bar: FAVA Night video jam with VJ Kelley Bolen, 
DJ Bolide and DJ Wijit; July 28 (Spm-tam); Late 
Night at the Art Bar: M.A.D.E. Night; Aug. 11 
(Spm-Tam) * BODY: NEW ART FROM THE U.K.: 
Thirteen artists using the body as their main sub- 
ject; until Aug. 27 © Children’s Gallery: ALPHA- 
6ET SOUP. incorporating illustrations by Lorna 
Bennet; through 2006 © Leeture: Charles Hill: 
The Group of Seven: A Point of Contention Aug. 
3; $10/$8 (AGA member/student) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453- 
1555) * Floral and still-life paintings by Lyse 
Paquette, narrative artist Sylvie Brunet and land- 
Scape artist Chery! Chartier * July 22-Aug. 4 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) 
* SPRING GALLERY WALK: Featuring artworks by 
Norval Morrisseau, Jane Ash Poitras, George 
Littlechild, Joane Cardinal-Schubert and new 
works by Laura Lee Harris 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, Wetaskiwin 
(780-352-3519.1-888-352-9519) ® Open: Mon-Fri: 
9:30am-5:30pm; Sat: noon-4pm © Artworks by 
Leon Strembitsky, Colleen McGinnis, Donna 
Brunner, Rosalind Grant, Judy Hauge 

CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 
{EAVA) 9103-95 Ave (461-3427) © A VISION OF 
THEIR OWN: Artworks by Laurette Goudreau, 
‘Sylvia Grist: MarieFlorence Lamaute, Charlene 
Doucette and guest artist Lori Sokoluk 


ART 102, 6421- 


‘COLLECTIVE CONTEMPORARY 

112 Ave (491-0002) © Open: Wed-Fri 12-5:30, Sat 

4 Sam-s:30pm, Sun 12-4pm © LIKE MUSIC FOR 
UR EYES: by Renee Ia Roi, Valery 


Goulet, Krista Hamilton, Rob Buttery: 
E } ry; small art- 
works by Genevieve Dionne and Ben Skinner © 


Proceeds to the Canadian Diabetes Association « 
July and August 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 
12419 Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) « Open: Tue by 
appointment only, Wed-Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 
10am-4pm, closed long weekends * COLLECTION 
2006: New artworks by various artists 


FRINGE GALLERY 10515 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 


* CLEAVE: Pastel artworks by Paul Freeman © 
Until July 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley Milner Library, 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) # 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun 1- 
5pm © ZENITHS AND ZEPHYRS: Acrylic paintings 
by Paul Martel; until July 31 © 
TRANSFORMATIONS: Acrylic artworks on paper 
by Jarom Scott; Aug, 2-31 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm « 
WITHOUT END: Large-scale figurative photo- 
graphs Chantal Gervais; July 27-Aug. 26 © Front 
Room: V/S/TANT: Photographs by Jill 
Watamaniuk * Opening reception: Thu, July 27 
(7-10pm), artists in attendance 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) « Open: Mon-Fri Sam- 
4pm * FABRIC ART FANCY: Quilts by Roberta 
Allen; until July 27 © Artworks by the instructors 
of Strathcona Place; Aug. 1-Sept. 21 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (455- 
6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-5Spm; Sat 10am-5pm 
* Artworks by Audrey Pfanmuller, Myrna 
Wilkinson, Jim Brager, Glenda Beaver and pottery 
by Helena Ball and Noboru Kubo * Through July 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 1817-80 St 
(479-8424) Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 
9:30am-4pm * Artworks by Waltraut Unbekannt- 
Lafleur, etchings by Thelma Manary; prints by Toti 
and Myles MacDonald; wood carvings by Adi, 
pottery by Linda Nelson © Through July 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440- 
112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; 
Sat-Sun 1-8pm ¢ LIMITLESS POTENTIAL: 
Paintings by the members of the Canadian 
Society of Painters in Watercolour celebrating 
their 80th anniversary * Until Aug. 20 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm 
JUST FOR FUN: Focus on Fibre Art Association; 
until Aug. 27 * Dining Room Gallery: Paintings 
by Madeleine Bellmond; until Aug. 24 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, 
Thu 6-8pm * COME DREAM WITH ME: Artworks 
by Danny The Clown (Danny Tremoyne) * Until 
Aug. 18 Opening reception, artist in atten- 
dance, Aug. 3 (4-7:30pm) 


PRINT STUDY CENTRE 3-78 Fine Arts Building, 
U of A, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-5834) * Open: Tue- 
Fri 10am-5pm * GRADE ‘A’ CERTIFIED FRESH: 
Prints and paintings, and items from the 
Mactaggart Art Collection, and unusual treasures 
from the natural world © Until July 28 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat 
{10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) ¢ WORD: 
Printworks by Oksana Maychan; until July 29 « 
LIKENESS: Artworks by Sven Andersson, Pam 
Thompson, and Shelley Rothenburger; Aug. 3-26, 
opening reception: Thu, Aug. 3 (6-9pm) * 
YouthVentures Zine: Drop-in Wed and Thu (3- 
5pm); meetings on Thu (3pm): Art zine for youth; 
Zine release party: Thu, Aug. 3 (6-Spm) 


RED STRAP MARKET 10305-97 St * Open: 
Tue-Sun 11am-5Spm * 2006 PRAIRIE DESIGN 
AWARDS: The Alberta Association of Architects 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661- 
4726) * Open: Tue-Sun 10am-Spm * LIFE AND 
TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, _ 
2006 * $9 (adult}/$7 (youth)/$5 (child)/free (child 
six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
www.royalalbertamuseum.ca * SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED: How consumer goods were 
brought to Western Canada from 1880-1960; 
until Sept. 4 ¢ FROM GEISHA TO DIVE: THE — 
KIMONOS OF ICHIMARU: Kimonos, sashes, wigs, 
combs, fans, sandals and other belongings of 
Ichimaru providing insight into women’s history 
in Japan; until Sept. 4 

SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) © 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * AN ARTISTS JOUR- 
WAL Landscapes by Phyllis Anderson; until Aug. 
1 © AUGUST EXHIBITION: Featuring works by 
Carol and Richard Selfridge and new sculptures 
by David Mitchell; Aug. 4-Sept. 5 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) » Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm © PRINT ARTS NORTHWEST. 


COMMON THREAD: Curated by Jill McElroy « 
Until Aug. 16 


SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES ARTISANS 
GALLERY 12227-108 Ave (433-3097) « 
Sagetawin sacred self: Artworks by the Sun and 
Moon Visionaries Aboriginal Artisan Society « 
Until Aug. 6 


TELUS CENTRE FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT LU of A Campus * PLYWOOD 
SCULPITECTURE. By Alex Parfitt * Until July 31 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERYA MUSEUMS Print 
Study Centre, 3-78 Fine Arts Building, U of A, 112 
St, 89 Ave (492-5834) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm 
e GRADE ‘A’ CERTIFIED FRESH: Rate prints and 
Paintings, and unusual treasures from the natural 
world * Until July 28 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112'St (421-1731) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 
12-4pm * ALBERTA WIDE SHOW 2006: Award 
winning artworks by members; July 27-Aug. 26; 
Opening reception: Thu, July 27 (7-9:30pm) 
VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm Thu 10am- 
8pm * SUMMER GROUP SHOW: Recent works 
by artists including Isla Bums, Clay Ellis, Susanna 
Espinoza, James Lahey, Peter von Tiesenhausen, 
Robert Wiseman, Karen Cantine, Linda 
Lindemann, Wesley Anderson, Barbara Hirst, Jen 
Bowes, and Carolyn Campbell 


LITERARY 


CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St * Launch of the sum- 
mer 2006 issue of Other Voices, a magazine of con- 
temporary writing and visual arts® July 31 (7pm) 
NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave « 
Music, poetry, and performance art open stage 
hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra 
* Every Thu (8pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 


Boulevard (469-4999) © Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, 
Sat 8pm and 10:30pm © Jon Charles; July 27-29 
* Impr; Aug. 3-5; Kevin Foxx; Aug. 10-12 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEN, 
8882-170 St (483-5999) ¢ Open: nightly 8pm, Fri 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 
8pm ¢ Darryl Mak with Lars Callieou and Shawn 
Gramiak; July 27-30 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 
Mall (481-9857) * Open: Wed-Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm 
and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Every Sun and Wed: 
Pro Am Comedy Jam; $5 © Pro AM Comedy Jam: 
Wed; $5 © Sun: Industry Night; $10 * Toby 
Hargrave, J.P. Fourier, Todd Krepakevich and 
Paul Sveen; until July 30 


: THEATRE 


EBONY Red Strap Art Market 10305-97 St (497- 


2211) © Pounding Nails Productions presents this 
theatrical adaptation of Edgar Allan Poe's The 
Black Cat and Masque of the Red Death, written 
by April Killins, Nicholas Mather, and Daniel 
Anderson. Performed by Andrew Plait, Adrian 
Glass, Christina Hardie and Nicholas Mather * 
July 28-Aug. 6 (pm); no show on July 31 and 
Aug. 1 * Tickets available at the door 


EMERGENCY ROOM Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) * The staff of a hospital 
are putting on a talent show but patients, 
fomarice, accidents, lust, infatuation, fear and 
love make it difficult. Featuring classic hits from 
the 70s and ‘80s © Until Aug 13 


EVELYN STRANGE Varscona Theatre (433-3399, 
#1/420-1757) * Written and directed by Stewart 
Lemoine. Presented by Teatro La Quindicina fea 
turing Shannon Blanchet as Evelyn * Until July 
25 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat 2pm) * $18 (adult}/$15 
(student/senior/Equity); Pay-What-You-Can 
Tuesday * $18 (adult/$15 (student/senior) at TIX 
on the Square 


FRINGE ANNIVERSARY SHOWCASE TransAlta 
Arts Barns, 10330-84 ZAve (490-1910) « 
Presented by Fringe Theatre Adventures * All 
expenses Paid, July 27-28 (9pm) * Black Rider, 
July 28 (6pm), July 29 (6:15pm), July 30 (Spm) * 
Lite After Hockey, July 29(9:1Spm) © Pith!, July 
30 (2pm and 6:15pm) * $18 {adult}/$15 (stu- 
dent/senior) at Fringe box office 


IVANKA CHEWS THE FAT Mayfield Inn, 16615 
109 Ave * An hilarious musical revue * Until 
Aug. 27 


OH SUSANNA! SEASON FINALE Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) * The season 
finale of the Euro-style-variety spectacle, hosted 
by international sexpot Susanna Patchouli and 
her divine co-host Eros, God of Love * Sat. July 
29 (11pm) « $10/$7 (Teatro La Quindicina sub- 
scriber/Die-Nasty member) available at the door 


ARTS 


1. Thom Yorke -The Eraser (xi) 

2. Johnny Cash — American 5:A Hundred Highways (american) 

3. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harris — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
4. Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
5. Tool-10,000 Days (zomba) 

6. James Hunter — People Gonna Talk (rounder) 

7. AFl-Decemberunderground (interscope) 

8. Various — Alberta:Wild Roses Norther Lights (smithsonian) 

9. Sufjan Stevens - The Avalanche (asthmatic kitty) 

10. The Dudes - Brain Heart Guitar (load) 

11. Danny Michel - Valhalla (maple) 

12. Bruce Springsteen —We Shall Overcome:The Seeger Sessions (colurnbia) 
13. Gnarls Barkley - St Elsewhere (downtown) 

14. The Wailin’ Jennys — Firecracker (jericho beach) 

15. Various - 30 Years Of Stony Plain (stony plain) 

16. The Co-Dependants - Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 
17. Eagles Of Death Metal - Death By Sexy (downtown) 

18. Sonic Youth - Rather Ripped (Geffen) 

19. Mr.Lif - Mo’Mega (def jux) 

20. Matisyahu - Youth (epic) 

21. Roy Forbes - Some Tunes For That Mother Of Mine (aka) 

22. Alexi Murdoch — Time Without Consequence (zero summer) 

23, Dashboard Confessional - Dusk And Summer (vagrant) 

24. Neil Young - Living With War (wamer) 

25. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 

26. Xavier Rudd - Food in The Belly (salty) 

27. Alej - The Boxing Mirror (back porch) 

28. Regina Spektor - Begin To Hope (sire) 

29, Kieran Kane , Kevin Welch & Fats Kaplin - Lost John Dean (compass) 
30. Neko Case — Fox Confessor Brings The Flood (mint) 


Kick UP THE DUST 


Blood Meridians second full a 
length is here to show Alberta ‘ 
a thing or two. In the tradition of 
albums like The Stones' Beggars 
Banquet, Nick Caves’ Tender Prey and Neil Young's On The 
Beach, Kick Up The Dust defies easy categorization. The 
band also features that girl that used to be in Chupacabra 
(or was it Arch Enemy) on the organ (or was it the veggie). 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Dardenne brothers find L’Enfant within 


JOSEF BRAUN / jose{@vueweekly.com 
ine-tuning the austere but 
immensely fruitful 


approach they wi) 


began honing a decade 

ago with their third fiction 

feature La Promesse, Bel- THS ROCKS 
gian writer/directors Jean-Pierre and 
Luc Dardenne deliver their most 
ambitious investigation into the 
frontiers of social determinism and 
forgiveness with their Palme d’Or- 
winning L’Enfant, one of last year’s 
finest films that’s only now receiving 
a proper run at Metro Cinema. 

Although rigorous in regards to their 
depiction of working class life in con- 
temporary Belgium as drab, marginal- 
ized and just generally oppressive, the 
Dardenne brothers make movies with 
a level of emotional urgency and a 
deep faith in humanity that few of their 
peers can claim to equal. 

Other more seductive movies might 
persuade us to fantasize that even the 
worst among us is redeemable, but, in 
this thoughtful semi-homage to Bres- 
son’s Pickpocket, the Dardennes come 
closer to inspiring a genuine belief in 
circumstance and inner goodness, col- 
laborating to bring an otherwise for- 
saken character some sort of grace. 

The Dardennes claim that L’Enfant 
was born from their observing a 
young mother angrily pushing a baby 
carriage down an urban street. From 
this mundane point of departure, they 
began to imagine an elaborate back- 
story rich with humour, pathos and a 
resonant, seemingly contradictory 
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WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JEAN-PIERRE 
& LUC DARDENNE 
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mixture of unexpected turns and an 
air of inevitability. 

The film follows Bruno, an alto- 
gether morally impaired yet amiable 
young fence living hand-to-mouth on 
the streets of a Belgian steel town. 
When his sometime-girlfriend sud- 
denly surprises him with his first-born 
child, he seems unable (or afraid) to 
grasp the worth of the newborn aside 
from its monetary value. 

With a clumsy execution that 
seems typical of his myopic dabbling 
in petty crime, Bruno attempts to sell 
his son on the black market, eventu- 
ally becoming gravely indebted to 
some local mafia in the process. Sell- 
ing out his loved ones, fumbling his 
negotiations and alienating everyone 
he knows, Bruno soon discovers that 
there’s no safe place left for him to 
find refuge. 


BRUNO 1S PLAYED by an extraordinary 
actor named Jérémie Renier, who with 
his wild shock of blonde hair, bad skin 
and crooked, innocent grin, looks as 
good a fit for the child of the film’s 
title as Bruno's infant son. In a smart 
bit of intertextual casting, Renier 
retums to the Dardennes after playing 


DRAM 


a troubled, underprivileged teenager 
in La Promesse. 

The characters are different, their 
ages provoking different levels of 
responsibility, yet the moral trajectory 
they inadvertently find themselves on 
are ultimately of apiece, taking them 
from a position of unthinking care- 
lessness to a hard-earned maturity. 

The key to what makes both roles 
so vivid and engaging is the way 
Renier conveys sudden desperation so 
convincingly, his juvenile posturing 
dropping like a damp rag once he 


makes the realization that his actions 
have somehow brought more chaos 
and pain into the world than he bar- 
gained for. . 

No matter how hopeless a case, the 
Dardennes’ stick with Bruno through 
a series of tasks monitored with sober 
dedication. Their often hand-held 
camera doggedly shadows him with a 
technique that evokes the instability 
and spontaneous edge of documen- 
tary (the medium the Dardennes 
worked in for many years before 
approaching fiction). 


But in a strange way, it’s as though 
the Dardennes' gaze constitutes a soy 
of conscience for Bruno, or even a 
God-like presence, one that assure 
both him and us that it won't abandon 
him until he’s so cornered as to | 
forced to genuinely try and mak« 


‘things right, or at least acknowledge 


his wrongdoings. 

L’Enfant culminates in a chase 
sequence that pushes Bruno to a 
breaking point, but once this point is 
reached, the film strikes upon a sense 
of relief that’s just about sublime. v 


Maybe there really is a twist to shallow Lady in the Water 


<2 | THE MOVIEGOER 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 
moviegoer Qyueweekly.com 
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Probably everybody who goes to see 
Lady in the Water will have their own 
reason for hating it. Some people will 
groan at the haphazard mythology that 
writer/director M Night Shyamalan has 
conceived for his story, a seemingly 
improvised backstory involving a 
menagerie of “narfs,” “scrunts” and 
mohawked monkeys. 

Others will be annoyed by the support- 
ing cast of “colourful” ethnics—the six- 
foot-tall Korean chick, the black kid who 
reads cereal boxes the way gypsies read 
tea leaves, the blabbermouth Jewish 
housewife, the Puerto Rican bodybuilder 
who's developing only one half of his 
body. Everyone will probably hate the 
subplot about the struggling author 
whose book, we're told, will one day 


usher in a new era of global enlighten- 
ment, but only after he’s martyred by non- 
believers who fail to appreciate the 
beauty of his message—a character 
played by M Night Shyamalan himself. 

And me? Well, I'm biased, but for me, 
the film's most problematic element is the 
character played by Bob Balaban, who's 
the closest thing the movie has to a 
human villain. Naturally, he’s a film critic. 

The character is named Mr Farber. He's 
a short, officious, prissy-lipped little man 
who | don’t think is ever shown wearing a 
bowtie onscreen but you just know he’s 
got a dozen of them in his dresser drawer. 
In the entire history of cinema, no movie 
has ever contained a handsome film crit- 
ic: Woody Allen in Play It Again, Sam, Jon 
Lovitz in The Critic ... they're all either 
geeks or fatsos. 

And by casting Balaban, Shyamalan 
continues this stereotype, even though the 
real-life critic the character is presumably 
named after, Negative Space author 
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Manny Farber, is actually a fairly tall and 
rugged-looking customer. (Shyamalan 
throws in a second cliché by making Far- 
ber the type of person who thinks nothing 
of picking apart other people's work even 
though he has no artistic talent himself. 
Manny Farber, meanwhile, is a respected 
painter whose work has been widely 
exhibited in New York and California.) 

Several reviewers have theorized that 
the Farber character is Shyamalan's thin- 
skinned attempt to “get even” with the 
critics who panned his previous film, The 
Village. (Spoiler alert: in the climactic 
sequence, Farber gets eaten by the 
wolflike “scrunt,” making him the only 
person in the film who dies.) It’s also pos- 
sible to see Farber as a stand-in for for- 
mer Disney executive Nina Jacobson, 
whose (pretty much on-target) criticisms 
of the Lady in the Water script stung 
Shyamalan so sharply that he wound up 
fleeing Disney and making the film for 
Warner Brothers. 


FILM 


BUT WHAT'S MOST interesting about Far- 
ber is the way that Shyamalan doesn't 
seem to realize that he functions in pre- 
cisely the opposite way than he's intended 
to. And I’m not just talking about the way 
that Balaban’s witty performance makes 
this “snooty intellectual” into the most 
entertaining character in the film. (The 
best moment in the film comes when Paul 
Giamatti asks Farber what movie he's see- 
ing that night. “A romance,” he replies, 
shaking his head. “Not my cup of tea.”) 
No, I'm talking about the part of the 
movie where Giamatti needs to figure out 
which residents of his apartment building 
correspond to the archetypal figures in an 
ancient fairytale. It turns out, however, 
that he’s assigned everyone the wrong 
roles, and as a result, a magical mermaid- 
like creature he's sheltering may die. And 
who does the film blame for the 
screwup? Farber, naturally—it was Far- 
ber's advice that provided the basis for 


Giamatti’s plan. 
Tellingly, Shyamalan is so intent on 
demonizing Farber that it apparently 
never occurs to him that, in fact, every- 
thing Farber said was completely correct 
It didn’t occur to me, either, until | was 
leaving the theatre, but it’s true: the only 
reason the whole scheme to protect the 
mermaid backfires is because Giamatt! 
fails to interpret Farber’s instructions 
properly! ; 
Lady in the Water has been described 
as the first film in which Shyamalan 
doesn't rely on one of his patented twist 
endings. But as | stood there in the patk- 
ing lot outside the Regal Cinema, realiz- 
ing that Shyamalan had allowed the true 
martyred hero of his film to be trans- 
formed, unmourned, into scruntfood, 
started to wonder if maybe Lady in the 
Water contained an even bigger secre! 
twist than The Sixth Sense—a twist s° 
well-hidden that even Shyamalan isnt 
aware of it. w_ 
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The summer's first laugh-out-loud comedy.” . 
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Kerrigan's TAteN8e film WillHHAaKe Srown men 'KeaHe 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweetly.com 

t might go without saying that all 
I: takes is a single 

moment to drastically 
change our lives. Whether 
it be a paralyzing car acci- 
dent or winning a large Task 
sum of money, that one moment can 
turn each us into someone unrecog- 
nizable. And many movies are made 
with that tension in mind. 

Few, however, capture that with 
such visceral intensity as Lodge H Ker- 
rigan's Keane. Now, this is a film that’s 
difficult to say that you “enjoyed.” As 
the hand-held camera takes long, 
close shots of William Keane (played 
with uncomfortable brilliance by 
Damien Lewis) shuffling through Port 
Authority or pounding back beers in 
his seedy motel room, you can’t help 
but feel pity, disgust, helplessness and 
even self-righteousness towards this 
unlikely protagonist. He was unravel- 
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KEANE 


WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY LODGE H KERRIGAN 
STARRING DAMIEN LEWIS, AMY RYAN, 
ABIGAIL BRESLIN 

METRO CINEMA, $8 


ling before you became his audience 
and will continue on this downward 
spiral after the credits roll. 


WHILE AT PORT AUTHORITY bus station 
with his seven-year-old daughter, 
Keane turns away for a second and 
then she is gone. The film picks up 
with him fighting the demons of this 
event and, likely, schizophrenia, as he 
tries to discover where she might be 
and how it all happened in the first 
place. Disaster looms as heavily as a 
thunderstorm. 

It isn’t until he meets Lynn (Amy 
Ryan), and she entreats him to look 


HILARIOUS 


THE FUNNIEST GOMEDY OF THE SUMMER. 
A HOT FILM FOR BOTH SEXES” 


[PC]ecms,, “SNCF CH 


WES Th 


SORE THEATES 


STARTS FRIDA 


EMPIRE THEA 


teas 


ma BETTY THOMAS ru” TUCKER MST DF” 
{ MGGARTIY ""SRERARD GDS seta ALEKANBA PATSAVAS 
ON ase ae AEN LUMDER MARS. CHER 


Teer LOWELL 3 BETTY THOMAS 


Et) ie es Ml 


FAL AMA ECTS wa ARTEL 


GEL STETRRMENT CNEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT 
@ CITY CENTRE mews SIVERCITYescxrmen SOUTH COMMON 


RES OMEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT (REPUB ENT ERTMENT 
CLAREVIEW NORTH EDMONTON GALAXY scarce mmwn LEDUC CINEMAS — GEMINI CINEMA rom sax 


Check Directory or www.tribute.ca for Showtimes 


JULY 27 - AUGUST 2, 2006 


after her daughter Kira (Abigail Bres- 
lin), that we truly see the father in him, 
a misplaced shard of his personality, 
and know that, yes, he must have lost 
his daughter on the way to losing him- 
self. It’s in the way he holds her hand 
and in the way he talks to her. 


It's also in the way that he leaves 
little Kira for moments, hovering in 
the background and seemingly testing 
the randomness of his daughter's 
abduction. Will somebody whisk Kira 
away as well? 

And when Lynn doesn’t come back 


as expected, leaving her daughte, 
with a virtual stranger, that sense o; 
randomness is underlined. How cap 
she be so cavalier about her responsi 
bility as a parent when he’s had {o 
question his own ability as one ove, 
and over again? 

Keane, produced by the king 9 
minimalist backstory Steven Soder. 
bergh, is something of an actor: 
dream. Lewis infuses the role wit), 
pathos, punctuated by his swayin, 
frame, confused face and swelling 
anger. He really is the film, neve; 
betraying Keane by softening th, 
blow of his delivery. 

It isn’t, however, an easy film to 
watch—not that films need to be easy 
Kerrigan plays on our mixed emo 
tions about mental illness, forcing us 
uncomfortably close to Keane and 
forcing us to recognize how little con- 
trol we have over the events tha 
shape us. ¥ 


How about cheese with that spice? 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
ndian-American spice 

| shop proprietor Tilo 
(Aishwarya Rai) pos- 

sesses some unusual gifts; 

not only has she been psy- THSIS.OK 

chic since she could walk, she seems 

able to virtually solve people’s domes- 

tic, romantic or business troubles by 

merely giving them a few spice-based 

treatments. 

She actually converses out loud 
with spices, roots and raw chillies. 
And she cooks a mean korma. 

Alas, expert telepathic spice whis- 
perer she may be, but Tilo’s great 
powers come with great responsibili- 
ties. The rules of the spice mistress 
strictly forbid the use of the spices for 
fulfilling personal desires—Tilo’s not 
even to touch another person's skin. 
It’s a tough racket for a Bay Area 
superbabe with enormous pale green 
eyes and a thousand variations on the 
longing gaze, and an even tougher 
premise for a movie that hopes to 
come within a mile of rising above the 
level of art house trash that Mistress 
of Spices is hopelessly mired in. ~ 


fe | OPENS FAL, JUL 28 


MISTRESS OF SPICES 
DIRECTED BY PAUL MAYEDA BERGES 

WRITTEN BY GURINDER CHADHA, BERGES 
STARRING AISHWARYA RAL OYLAN MCDERMOTT, 
WITIN CHANDRA GANATRA 


Spice markets I've been to are usu- 
ally enjoyably messy, crowded, fluo- 
rescent-lit havens for sensory 
overload, but Tilo’s Spice Bazaar, in 
keeping with the film’s New Age pre- 
tensions, is immaculately ordered, 
expensively furnished and tastefully 
arranged, with every ground spice 
formed into a perfect pyramid. That is 
until Doug (Dylan McDermott), a 
motorbike-riding architect hunk with 
designer stubble, begins to haunt 
Tilo’s workplace (which she apparent- 
ly never leaves) and causes arguments 
between Tilo and the chillies that 
insist she’s on the verge of breaching 
her contract with whatever vague 
mystical overlord rules her destiny. 


THOUGH NO CHEMISTRY is to be found 


between the two perfectly manicured 
stars, it’s love at first sight, and surely 


ROMANC 


Tilo is someone’s idea of a perfec 
female love interest: she’s beautiful 
demure, totally sheltered, devoted to 
being servile and a virgin to boot. Het 
fantasies of love with Doug reflect her 
naiveté: she imagines them, thei: 
naughty parts tastefully covered wilh 
silk sheets, stretched across a bed o! 
red chillies (trust me, not a great ide: 
for one’s tenderest orifices). 

Made by the couple behind prev'- 
ous East/West themed crowd- 
pleasers Bend It like Beckham an 
Bride and Prejudice, Mistress of Spices 
shamelessly exoticizes “the mysteri¢> 
of the East” with complete disrega' 
to crude clichés and is so dop!'y 
dependent on the charms of mag'¢ 
realism as to make Like Water /0! 
Chocolate look tough and complex 

It's definitely not sexy, its resolution 
makes no sense at all and its suppo!- 
ing performances (their characte!s 
once again rolling in the same old 
cross-cultural tensions) tend to be 
very stiff, while even McDermol! 
seems unable to keep a straight face 
(which is totally understandable). 

In short, more cheesy than spicy. ¥ 
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i ot on the heels of Match Point, 
’ Woody Allen's 
3 Scoop makes for 
both a lovely exercise in 
contrast with its acclaimed 
predecessor and, should THS ROCKS 
o-in-a-row constitute a roll, it 
ight just confirm something of a 
welcome period of autumnal grace in 
he 70-year-old Allen’s hugely varied, 
spastically prolific career. 
Like Match Point, Scoop was shot 
in mostly posh English locales by 
cinematographer Remi Adefarasin. 
ke Match Point, it concerns murder, 
suspicion and romance, and features 
Scarlett Johansson as an ambitious 
young Yank abroad and out of her 
Teague. 
But the fact that Scoop is a fast- 
paced comedy—as decidedly frivo- 
lous and frenetic as Match Point was 
morbid and measured—allows the 
film to showcase both Johansson’s 
and Allen's versatility. And its mas- 
terstroke is in placing both talents 
together onscreen for most of the 
movie. 
Johansson plays Sondra Pransky, 
aspiring journalist from Brooklyn 
Visiting friends in London. Allen 
plays Sid Waterman, another Brook- 
lynite and an anachronistic touring 
magician spinning thickly lacquered 
Japanese boxes and pulling plastic 
flowers out of tubes for undemand- 
ing Britons. 
(To quibble over the slight absurd- 
ity of Allen's supremely cheesy trick- 
Ster playing to sold-out crowds in 
-ondon is to misunderstand the 
comic pleasures of unlikeliness— 


Allen’s latest a Scoop paradise 
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oc | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY WOODY ALLEN 
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STARRING ALLEN, SCARLETT JOHANSSON, 
HUGH JACKMAN, TAN MCSHANE 


something Allen, at his best, under- 
stands very well.) 

Attending Sid’s show, Sondra is 
randomly selected from the audience 
to have her molecules dissolved and 
reassembled in one of his magic 
booths. Despite the obvious comball 
stagecraft, Sid’s trick somehow func- 
tions as a spiritual conduit, allowing 
the ghost of very recently deceased 
journalist Joe Stombel (lan McShane) 
—who literally jumped ship while 
crossing the River Styx—to tip Son- 
dra off on the possible identity of 
London's at-large “Tarot Card Killer.” 

Freaked but smelling a hot lead, 
Sondra enlists the very reluctant 
Sid’s assistance in snooping on 
Stombel’s suspect, one Peter Lyman 
(Hugh Jackman), a beautiful, charm- 
ing, upper-class politico-in-the-mak- 
ing and son of a British Lord. 


DEFTLY IMPOSING a screwy 1940s 
premise upon a contemporary social 
and behavioural backdrop, Scoop 
most closely echoes Allen’s 1993 
caper Manhattan Murder Mystery, 
with Johansson trading one-liners 
and upping stakes with Allen just as 
fluidly as Diane Keaton. The pair 
bring out the best in each other, 
quickly revealing an attuned comic 
chemistry founded in fun, nerdy 
showmanship and fevered one- 
upmanship, while Johansson holds 


her own making comic asides 
against Jackman’s nicely ambiguous 
straightman. 

(And with the aid of Adefarasin’s 
eye for elegance, Johansson also ful- 
fils the old-fashioned glamour Scoop 
requires: in her first appearance, her 
yellow hair seems almost painted 
with gold leaf against the warm light 
of a hotel lobby.) 

These performances, so rigorous 
in their lightness, are supported by 
Allen’s sharp sense of rhythm, accu- 
mulating numerous fast scenes with 
even faster dialogue and then 
breaking or modulating the build at 
peak points—such as the moment 
when the nervous, compulsively 
chattering amateur sleuths track 
Lyman down at a swimming pool 
and everything suddenly goes silent 
and slows down as Johansson slips 
languorously into the sun-dappled 
surface, both physically and figura- 
tively taking a reckless plunge into 
dangerous waters. 

The steady stream of propulsive 
intrigue and irresistibly stupid jokes 
(ie: Sid claims he bought his first 
Rubens with poker winnings—not 
Rubens the painter, but the sand- 
wich) lag slightly in the last act, but 
recover for a terrific, snappy finish in 
which the conflict is appropriately 
resolved and yet a touch of sadness, 
not played but merely implied, hangs 
over the last moments. 

Sure, it’s all pretty artificial, a pre- 
posterous tale sold with slight of 
hand, but it’s gleefully committed to 
its style, so that through an inspired 
use of form, it arrives at a very enjoy- 
able level of movie hocus-pocus. W 


Would you like to Ant ? 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


here are a few wrecked ant 
| hills out there with 
my name on them, 
I'll admit. I’m sure that a 
few were destroyed by 


my clumsy childhood THSISOK 
feet, but I know that | rendered 
thousands of ants homeless during 
my tree-planting career. I'd acciden- 
tally drive my shovel into this per- 
fect mound of soft dirt, only to 
watch Armageddon descend on an 
entire colony of ants. But it was so 
fascinating that sometimes it 
wouldn't quite be an accident 

In The Ant Bully, though, this 
type of behaviour does not go 
unpunished. After Lucas (voiced by 
Zach Tyler) aims his water gun at an 
ant hill in his yard, the colony's 
shaman Zoc (Nicholas Cage) sneaks 
a shrinking concoction into the boy 
and Lucas is forced to live with the 
ants for a time, until, as decreed by 
the ethereal and Zen-like Queen 
(Meryl Streep), he “becomes an ant.” 


THERE’S A CERTAIN disconnect 


between the things we are taught in 
many a kids’ flick and reality. Not 
only is The Ant Bully a rendering of 
“Do unto others ... “ but we are also 
shown the benefits of working 
together and sharing together—the 
individual, entrepreneurial spirit is 
seriously frowned upon by the 
“socialist” ants. Clearly these worker 
ants don’t live in a Klein, Harper or 
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Dubya world 

That is, however, intellectua 
a fun ta n 
the power of 
While there’s noth 
ing here—the dire 
have fun with the dynamics o 
and enemies learn to get along—the 
delivery is, at times, surprisingly 
hilarious. A ladybug, for instance 
wonders through the grass and 
inadvertently through a beam of 
sunlight filtered through glass; she 
disappears in a siz 
small, discarded firecracker 
its sparks and impending expl 
fill this smallville with ext 
but when the wick bur 
nothing and we wait for that boom 
we're given the human-eye shot of 
the firecracker’s final hurrah—a piti- 
ful little *bang* by comparison 
Director John Davis knows his medi- 
um and has filled the film with a lot 
of wonderful little details 

But all of those details don’t add 
up to a stellar film. The decent story, 
decent voice work and decent ani- 
mation make for a decent movie. It 
doesn't, however, seem to strive for 
anything more than what A Bug's Life 
or Aniz already gave us. V 
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For Lovers of Music 


GND THE ENVITONMENT 


Since the release of her Debut single "Girl O 
BEV MAHOOD the Ordinary” in 1998, Mahood has been quietly 
x building her profile on the Canadian and American 
a | country scene. ‘Girl Out of the Ordinary’ became 
} one of the few independently produced to crack 
the Top 10 on national country charts. Soon after, 


‘al nm she released her debut album also entitled "Girt 
erally hundreds mo =| Out of the Ordinary” which delivered 7 Top 10 
projects, Now at age 40, Carson's ee hits, 
Prood Rehiobe 
-eiti he redies; Mera on i’ To follow this up, in 1999 Beverley joined forces 
ee eT x with famed producer David Foster creating the 
2006 saw Carson Cole sign with Dig d : ~ country trio "Lace", Lace became one of North 
(The Calm Before, slewtsen nd hire ; America’s busiest touring acts for two years 
permanent management of Dixon Chris : (1999,2000). The debut of their first radio retease ‘| Want A Man’, was followed with 4 
i AS Hype fete et Top 10 charting singles, | 
be to re-release his back catalog, and release 2 new albums; “Carson 


4 ‘onbuneibledt ainiinil Ee Beverley’s most recent album release, “Moody Blue” has gained her a 2005 CCMA 
new, whit 
tena ete Peet atch wie — par see } = nomination for “Independent Female Artist of the Year”. 
arrangements. ‘ oe 


Her contribution to humanitarian causes js more than admirable and helps her stay 
focused an her future - “to live all her dreams in color”, 


media campaign, a 30 minute documentary/soft sell DVD, a‘national radio release, 
radio tracking and a strong media buy into alternative and weekly publications, 


Beverley is a multi-talented Juno Award winning artist, providing the best in live 
performance. 


They've sold millions of albums, and the songs’say it all- 
~Spaceship Superstar, Armageddon, Take Me Away, Young & 
Restless, Flying, Take Me to the Kaptin, Night to Remember and 
es haye become classic rock standards, and so has Prism 
itself: ; ine 


TUPELO HONEY Sasshope ras 
aggressive-alt rock with sonic interplay: The 
voice stands alone as unparalled and 
unequalled. References of a poppier Soundgarden, Foo Fighters 
melodic rock, and a young Chris Cornell have been made. They have 
headlined, ptayed large rock festivals, toured and graced the stage 
with many of today's top rock acts. The list includes Theory of a 
Deadman, Three Days Grace, Default, The Trews, Billy Talent, Finger 
11, Metric, Thornley and Sam Roberts. The bands audience grows 
bigger with every show and every cross country tour. The group took 
home the coveted national title of 2005 Canadian Music Week Xtreme 
Bandslam Champion. 2006 started with the crowning of “Screaming” 
as the regional winner of the Canadian Radio Star Songwriting 
Competition, 


Winning every award along the way, ‘two Junos for 
Album and Group of the Year, nas a live 
attraction is legendary. Every nstage they prove those 
soaring vocal harmonies, searing guitar & synth them 


icipated debut release came in the form of a 6 song EP. The album was released in 
‘05 and has sold over 3000 copies from the stage and retail. The first released single 
‘ved great reviews and went into rotation at many Canadian rock stations, 

J west US. The single hit #1 onimultipte radio stations and request charts, 
n International recording artists. The single was also the #25 song of 2005 at 
out several of today's top bands, The video professionally produced by Mike 

ed by Chris Helmo received rotation at Much Music. Stations are calling weekly 
asking for a new single to add to their rotations, 


axxis and dire 


Poa 
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FOR FULL INFO CHECK OUT ... 
WWW .EARTHFEST.CA 


From August 17-20, organic farmland near Athabasca, Alberta 
will be converted into Alberta's Only Organic All-Genre Music 
Festival. Featuring 10 Headliners, 75 Emerging Artists, and 18 
Family-oriented performances on 3 continuous running 
stages, Delclayna Earth Festival provides every visitor with an 
extraordinary entertainment experience! 


\ Originally f 
HEADPI NS ras = renege plreecet wm the 


group was rounded out by drummer Bernie Aubin and 
Darby Mills, one of the west coast’s hottest new singers. 
Their impact was immediate even before they'd landed 
a record deal - the band’s live magnetism was rivalled 
by few and they soon became one of the hottest 
commodities in Canadian rock, beginning with their 
first show in hometown Vancouver backing up 
Blackmore's Rainbow. After winning a local radio 
contest, the group released TURN IT LOUD on the 
independent Solid Gold Records in 1982. Co-produced 
by Bill Henderson, who Bryant and MacLeod played 
with in'Chilliwack, the record allowed the Headpins to 
hit the scene with an experienced master behind the controls. Charged.with emotions, 
MacLeod's guitars rang predominant, almost a friendly battle with Mills’ immediately signature 
voice. With Bryant and Aubin serving a tight powerful backbeat, the lead-off title-track 
grabbed you by the balls and refused to let go, and would soon find its place in rock history as 
‘one of rock's greatest anthems of all time. 


a 


a 
oe Songs etched in truth and sung with soul. That is the 
‘ NIINIY FEEID twsicat mandate of Johnny Reid. The Scottish-born, 

a, Canadian-educated and now Nashville based 
‘singer/songwriter has lived’a fascinatingjand nomadic life, and his 
hard-tearned truths are expressed with passion and power on Born To Roll, 
his highlyacctaimed Open Road/Universal Canada recording. Released in 

March 2005, the album has already generated three Canadian chart hits 

with "You Still Own Me,” "Sixty To Zero,” and his numer one "Missing An 

Angel” - and there's plenty more life left yet in this filier-free, killer 

collection of songs. Johnny Reld is definitely a young artist on the move. 

This was confirmed by his 2005 CCMA nomination as Rising Star of the Year 
_ and his 2005 CCMA Award for Independent Song of the Year for "You Still 
Own Me” recognized his ability as. a songwriter. 


his own material\is a crucial component in Johnny's quest for musical and lyrical truth. "It is 
write or sing songs where you have no idea of the content and how they make you feel inside.’ 
| Reid co-wrote every song on the record except for the stirring ballad "Here | Am” - "That song had a 

L for me, as it was the very first demo | ever sang in Nashville.” His music is not easy 
| to pigeonhole either. The raspy soulfulness of his compellingly gritty voice has elicited comparisons to 
‘the likes of Rod Stewart and John Mellencamp. “To be honest, | don't really view myself as a country 
singer,” he says. "I'm a blue-eyed soul singer, and it just so happens that the lyrical content of my 

_ Songs fit the country market. Lyrics are what made me fatlin tove with country in the first place.” 


With the re-release of their classic 1982 debut TURN IT LOUD in late 2000 and LINE OF FIRE in 
2002, the fortune for The Headpins looks bright once again. In 2001 the band was thrilled to 
announce the addition of Tony Dellacroce as their new guitarist. Originally from Ontario but 
now living on the West Coast, he's toured with Jerry Doucette and Lee Aaron and igaineda 
Teputation cross-country as one of Canada’s brightest young stars. His slick, aggressive style fs a 
perfect fit for the ‘Pins sheer on-stage energy and fs one of the driving forces of today’s 
resurgance in classic Canadian rock! Along with Alfie Galpin, they form of one of the scene's 
deadliest one-two punch on guitar. The band is still packing the houses and kicking ass tike no 
others. A greatest hits package was finally released to the delight of classic rock fans in 2002. 


The only compilation currently available to span all 3 records, THE COMPLETE GREATEST HITS is Th " 

a multi-media event - 14 killer tracks that helped shape Canadian rock, as well as the videos Fea scene eagle arcE DO Glek Onvaie dates ends 0 tot te hg sures count 
for “Just One More Time” and “Don't It Make Ya Feel”. The Headpins are the head hindi - expect this natural and charming performer to show signs of stage fright, though & 
Instructors in Kick Ass Rock 104 - and school is in session. Make eso 


‘Sure you catch them when they turn it loud 
near you! 


e for me is feeding my babies, my two wee boys. As long as | can do that by writing and 
ny ‘songs, I don't have much to complain about!” 


Born and raised in Norton, New 
CHRIS CUMMINGS  tiswick, chris cummings nad been 
thinking of a musical career since he 
er began singing Merle Haggard songs for amazed audiences at age five. 
: At 17 he was the youngest-ever artist signed to Warner Brothers 
Nashville. After his auspicious introduction on| New Country 3 early in 
1996, Chris made his solo album debut with “Somewhere Inside”. 


Before he even knew how to tie his shoes, Jordan Cook 
JORDAN COOK picked up a guitar and played it for the very first time. He 

was only 6 years old when he made it to the stage. Not 
one to'be shy, Cook was headlining his own tours by the age of 11. Just think, 
while you were still working on that shoe-tying thing, he was out building his own 
fan base with countless tive performances. 


| Canada first took notice of their native son in the fall of 1995 when the 
first single and video “I Waited” was released. It immediately 
established Chris, landing in the Top 5 on the radio and video charts, As 
his first album on the Warner Brothers label entitled “Somewhere 
Inside” was released in stores, Chris earned|his first #1 radio and video 
hit with his next single and video “Sure Enough’, and from there the 
hits just Kept on coming, including "Somewhere Inside" (Top 5 Radio and #1 on CMT), “Amost 
Always” (Top 5 Radio) and his second #1 hit “The Kind Of Heart That Breaks". Chris has followed 
these four songs with 5 more top ten singles, 


At 13, Cook was the youngest to be profiled in Maclean's Magazine “100 Canadians 
to Watch" issue, and at only 15, his incredible musicianship and compelling live 
show brought him to the world famous Montreax Festival where he played with 
musical legends BB'King, Edgar Winter and Van Morrison. What was supposed to be 
a two-day stay tumed into a week long head lining event resulting in Jordan being 
declared "The Revelation of the Festival”. ° 


Cook was signed’to Epic Records at 18 and'soon after formed The New Alone. The band drew their 
inspiration from classic power trios such as Cream and The Jimi Hendrix Experience and created s sound 
that was'branded as “Punk Blues*. During their brief career the band gained considerable reputation 
opening for Robert Randolph and The Tragically Hip. Changes at Epic and within the band created 
challenges that would drive the members to part ways 


Chris co-wrote most of the songs on his albums including all of his hits. He has also been given 
the opportunity to write with Nashville's finest including Mac McAnally, Gary Burr and Don Schitiz 
with whom he wrote the Grammy nominated song “Twentieth Century” recorded and released by 
Alabama. He has also had songs recorded by Ricochet and Daryle Singletary, All together Chris 
has written songs for more than 1,500,000 albums sold, 


Cook's talent belies his age and at 22, he's already a rock veteran with a trademark sound that’s unmistak- 
able, Any hints of youthful timidity are gone in favor of a full-on, hard-driving, sound that makes audiences 
sit up and take notice, 


His career has been long and inspired, but his life as a musician has just begun. He writes, records and 
performs with habitual practice and has developed a large selection of strong material including the single 
"Heaven” which {s garnering airptay on charting rock stations across North America, 


Delclayna Earth Festival Emerging Artists 


Alexia Melnychuk, Alicia Tait, Amber Haydey, Chunk, Chyshuga, 
Cold Driven, Coldspot, Cranston Foundation, Disaster Bloom, 


Euphonic, Face First, Forever and a Day, Freeburn, Jamie Calan & 
Redemption, JFR Project, Joshua's Habit, King Ring Nancy, Krankcase, LIPHT, Living Illusion, Long Way Down, Marble Engine, Michael James, 


Moonbox, Portal, Rake, Rigveda; Scratch, Shattered Core, Shawndel, Smoothride, SOS, Starving Zealots, Stereo Therapy, The February March, 
The Capitals, Udder Maddness, Plus 38 More of Canada's Best Emerging Artists 
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PA SCANNER 
DARKLY 


THE MISTRESS OF SPICES 


NIGHTLY 6:50 & 9:10PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE @ 2:00PM 
AATED TA. 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


A SCANNER DARKLY 
NIGHTLY 7:00 2 9:00 PM 

SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:30 PM 

RATED 144 UESTARCT ABSCE COMNTE LANGUAGE 

VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


“A RICH, ALMOST LITERARY WORK OF ART.” 


-A.O. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“Sete ee!” 


(Highest Rating) 
Jami Bernard, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


(Highest Rating) 
Glenn Kenny, PREMIERE MAGAZINE 


Venfant « 


(the child) CANNES FILA FESTIVAL. 
A FILM BY JEAN-PIERRE DARDENNE AND LUC DARDENNE 


Rm 


steven soderbergh 
presents 


damian 
lewis 


keane 


a film by lodge kerrigan 


FRIDAY wo SUNDAY « SPM » SATURDAY wo MONDAY ir7PM 


All Metro soreenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to Www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates with the support of: 
edmonton 
a 
eee council 


Alleria, oo 
Corsall des Arts A For indation 


& Canada Council 
<> forthe Arts 
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My Super-Ex Girlfriend is lame 


DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 


ince the Marvel revoloution of 
S" ‘60s gave us 
spandex characters 
with more-or-less real- 

world problems, the con- 
flicts between superheroic THIS ISOK 
personae and problematic personal 
lives have been a cornerstone of sto- 
rytelling in the genre, both on the 
page and on the screen—and as with 
all modes of human storytelling, a big 
chunk of-that stone is a rocky aggre- 
gate of sex, love and romance. 

Here’s where we get Clark Kent 
forced to mild-manneredly bumble 
around Lois Lane even as he’s spend- 
ing nights sky-boinking her, Michael 
Keaton’'s Bruce Wayne silently 
mouthing “I'm Batman” in frustration, 
and Spider-Man's upside-down fanta- 
sy kisses alternating with Peter Park- 
er’s string of flaky no-shows. 

These, though, are all super 
dudes, and their love lives are clear 
and iconic. What about supergirls in 
the city? And what about the super- 
heroic complications in dealing with 
the messy, uncertain, annoying and 
often shameful ins and outs of plain 
ol’ dating? 

This much, Ivan Reitman’s My 
Super Ex-Girlfriend gets right. Uma 
Thurman's G-Girl is a real woman— 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE @ 2:00 
nares Fe 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


FAVA is a not- 


-profit, artis 


NOW PLAYIN 


B 
MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND 
DIRECTED BY WAN REITHAN 
WRITTEN BY ON PANE 
STARRING UMA THURMAN, LUKE WILSON, 
AAINN WILSON 


or, at least, a comedy sketch of a cer- 
tain type of real woman. The best bit 
of verisimilitude is her costuming, an 
array of super-outfits to suit mood, 
time of day and occasion. I mean, 
would any woman, super or not, be 
caught dead wearing the same out- 
fit—even the same boots—every day 
in every circumstance? The rest of her 
sketch—neurotic, jealous, needy, 
clinging, manipulative, petty—is more 
of a nightmare scenario. 

Misogynist? I guess that’s there if 
you want to read it that way. Really, 
though, Super Ex is more accurately 
called sexist. That is, it plays on 
ancient and accepted stereotypes of 
both men and women—the stereo- 
types codified in an eternity of roman- 
tic comedies—to generate it’s “ain’t 
that the truth?!” laughs. 


LUKE WILSON'S dweeby nice-ish yup- 
pie and his wisecracking sleazebag 
ladykiller buddy (Rainn Wilson) are 
cartoons as much as Thurman's 
super-scary moodswinger. And they 
all come together like clockwork, in 
the predictable patterns that've been 
spliced into our moviegoing DNA by 
decades of popular flicks—the twist 


COMEDY 


TT 


t run resource centre for independent media artists. : 


being one of the cogs can fly and 
throw cars. 


It sort of works; there are chuckle 
to be had, for sure, and a couple ot 
truly inspired moments. But, really 
it's only chuckles, fragments of mirth 
that may have been born as laughs 
but have spent most of their power 
bubbling their way through the bari 
ers of a vaguely laddish mean-spirit- 
edness, direction and delivery that 
half the time feels like a script-read 
ing session. You know what I mean 
right? Those times when it's like the 
screen becomes semi-transparent 
and you're looking right through it 
and reading the screenplay on the 
other side? It can really take you out 
of a gag. 

As an antidote to the grim serious- 
ness and self-importance of Superman 
Returns, | can appreciate a piece oi 
summertime super-parody. Plus, it’s a 
date movie for comic-book geeks, and 
there’s nothing cuter than nerds in 
love. I just wish My Super Ex-Girlfriend 
was funnier than the rom-coms it 
uses as a template. 

And oh, yeah! Eddie Izzard’s in it! 
The fact I forgot about that until just 
this moment ought to give you a clue 
about how Reitman handles things 
You can check out Super Ex if you 
like, but for a much better superhero 
comedy, go out and pick up Mystery 
Men, which also features Eddie 
Izzard and is about three or four 
times more fun. w 
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: 


THEANT BULLY The voices of Nicholas 
Cage, Julia Roberts and Meryl Streep star 
in Santa vs the Snowman 3D director 
John A Davis's animated film in which a 
boy is brought down to ant size after he 
destroys an ant hill. Read Carolyn 
Nikodym’s review on page 21. 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE Jesse Met- 
calfe, Brittany Snow and Ashanti star in 
26 Days director Betty Thomas's romantic 
comedy about three teen girls who plot 
revenge on their mutual cheating ex- 
boyfriend. 


KEANE Damian Lewis, Abigail Breslin and 

Amy Ryan star in Clair Dolan writer and 
ae Lodge H Kerrigan's drama about a 
man who struggles with the apparent 
abduction of his daughter. Read Carolyn 

Nikodym’s review on page 20. ZEIDLER HALL, 

THEONTADEL: FAL, JUL 28 & SUN, JUL 30 (9 PM); SAT, JUL 29 
& MON, JUL 31 (7 PM) 


LENFANT Jérémie Renier, Déborah 
Frangois and Jérémie Segard star in Le 
Fils directors Jean-Pierre and Luc Dard- 
ennes’ drama about a petty criminal who 
tries to sell his newborn. Read Josef 
Braun's review on page 18. ZEIDLER HALL, THE 
UTADEL: FAL JUL 20 & SUN, JUL 80,(7 PM); SAT, JUL 29 & 
MON, JUL) (9PM) 


MIAMI VICE Colin Farrell, Jamie Foxx and 
Gong Li star in Collateral director Michael 
Mann's action film in which the personal 
and professional lives of two detectives 
becomes dangerously entwined. 


THE MISTRESS OF SPICES Aishwarya 
Rai, Dylan McDermott and Ayesha Dhark- 
er star in first-time feature director Paul 
Mayeda Berges's drama about an Indian- 
American who runs a spice store and who 
uses spices to put the magic in her cus- 
tomers lives. Read Josef Braun's review 
on page 20. 


OUR OWN PRIVATE BIN LADEN Noam 
Chomsky, John Cooley and Peter Truell 
appear in Samira Goetschel’s documen- 
tary about trying to understand how his- 
tory has shaped the bin Ladens of the 
world, ZEIDLER HALL THE CITADEL: THU, JUL 27 (7 PM) 


SCOOP Woody Allen, Scarlett Johansson 
and Hugh Jackman star in Match Point 
director Allen's comedy about a pair of 
amateur sleuths who try to capture the 
Tarot Card Killer. Read Josef Braun's 
review on page 21. 


FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, JULY 28-THU, AUGUST 3, 2006 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time, 
Please contact theatre for ‘confirmation. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 

8094 Connauaht Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Dally 1:20; 7:00, 9:20 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 


fright Scenes, not recommended for young children) 
190,60, 9:30 I Daly 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12: 9633-99 St, 463-5481 
THE FAST ANDITBE FURDOU8: TOKYO DRIFT (PG, vio- 


not recommended for children) Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 1:45, 
se 700, 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 1:10, See, 
ae Deez Sa kts Se :20 Kids Kabin Faver: Aug. 3, 
an 


INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language) Sal Sun 10:55 1:25, 
4:15, 6:55, 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:15 om 


RV. (PG) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 2:00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:30 Fri Sat late 
show 17:40 


THE WILD (G) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1:15, 3:20, 5:10, 7:05, 9:10 
Fri Sat late show 11:10 


POSEIDON (14A) Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 2:10, 4:50, 7.20, 9:40 
Fri Sat tate show 11:45 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 (14, Violence) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 
1:35, 4:10, 7:10, 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 1:40, 4:45, 7:25, 
9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


ICE AGE : THE MELTDOWN (PG) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:20, 
4;00, 6:50, 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:15 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14A, crude content) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 
1:55, 4:30, 7:30, 9:45 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG. coarse language) Sat Sun 11:30 Daily 
1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Sat Sun 11:45 Daily 2:05, 4:25, 7:25, 
‘9:35 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


Movies 12: 190 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT (PG, vio- 


lence, not recommended for chikdren) Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 1:50, 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Sat Sun 11:05 Dally 1:10, 3:05, 5:00, 
6:55, 9:00 Fri Sat late show 11:00 Kids Kabin Fever: Aug. 3, 
1:10 


INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language) Sat Sun 10:55, 1:30, 
4:10, 6:45, 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


RLV. (PG) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:45, 4:30, 7:10, 9:25 Fri Sat late 
show 11:40 


‘THE WILD (G) Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 1:15, 3:10, 5:05, 7:05, 9:05 
Fi Sat late show 10:55 


POSEIDON (14A) Sal Sun 11:20 Day 1:40, 4:20, 7:30, 9:40 
Fri Sat late show 11:50 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 (14A. violence) Sat Sun 10:50, 1:25, 
4,05, 6:50, 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


ICE AGE : THE MELTDOWN (PG) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1:20, 
3:15, 5:10, 7:15, 9:15 Fri Sat late show 11:20 


SILENT HILL (18A, gory scenes, disturbing content) Daily 4:15, 
9;45 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 11-20 Daly 
4:55, 725 


CITY CENTRE 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
MIAMI VICE (14A, violence, sexual content) Dally 12:10, 3:25, 
6:30, 9:50 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN; DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scans, not recommended for young children) Daily 
12:00, 3:15, 6:45, 10:15 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, sexual content, not recom- 
mended for young chikiren) Daily 12:40, 3:35, 6:40, 9:10 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG, sexual content) Daily 12:30, 
2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 10:00 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG, sexual content, not recom- 
mended for children) Fri-Tue Thu 1:10, 4:15, 7:20, 9:40; Wed 
1:10, 4:15, 9:40 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG. frightening scenes, not recommend 
ed for young chidren) Dally 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 70, 815 


SCOOP (PG) Dally 1:00, 3:45, 7:00, 9:30 


CLERKS II (18A, crude sexual content throughout) Daily 1:20, 
9:55, 7:40, 10:10 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
for young chidren) Daily 12:50. 4:05, 6:50 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Daly 9:20 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
MIAMI VICE (14A, violence, Sexual content) Daily 1:00, 4:00, 
7:10, 10:00 


THE ANT BULLY (G) Daily 12:20, 2:30, 4:40, 6:50, 9:00 


IN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG, sexual content) Daily 12:30, 
Eat 7:30, 9:40 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chikiren) Daily 
12:10, 3:15, 6:90, 9:45 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG, frightening scenes. 
ed for young children) Dally 12:40, 2:45, 4:50, Fo, 9:20 


CLERKS Il (184, crude sexual content throughout) Daily 1:50, 
5:00, 7:40, 10;05 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, sexual content, not recom: 
mended for young children) Dally 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG, sexual content, not recom- 
mended for chikiren) Dally 1:30, 4:20, 7:50, 10:10 


LITTLE MAN (PG, crude content, not recommended for chil- 
Gren) Daly 1:20, 3:50, 6:45, 9:10 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
mended for young children) Dally 4:15, 6:40 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Dally 12:50, 9:05 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
MIAMI VICE (14, violence, sexual content, no 
12:00, 3:20, 7:15, 10:10; Mon-Thu 3:20, 7:15, 10:10 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG, sexual content, no passes) 
Fri-Sun 12:25, 3:50, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 3:50, 7:30, 9:55 


THE ANT BULLY (G) Fri-Sun 12:15, 3:40, 6:40, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
‘SAO, 6:40, 9:00 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG, sexual content, not recom- 
mended for children) Fri-Sun 11:50, 3:15, 6:45, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
3:15, 6:45, 9:30 


MONSTER HOUSE ‘scenes, not 


(PS, frightening recommend- 
‘ed for young children) Fri-Sun 12:45, 4.15, 7-00, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
:15, 7:00, 9:20 


(CLERKS II (184, crude sexual content throughout) Fri-Sun 
12:30, 4:00, 7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:10, 9:45 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
mended for young children) Fri-Sun 12:10, 3:05, 10:15; Mon- 
‘Thu 3:05, 10:15 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, sexual content, not recom- 
mended for children) Fri-Sun 12:40, 4:10, 7:25, 10:05; 
Mon-Thu 4:10, 7:25, 10:05 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chidren) Fri- 
‘Sun 11:45, 3:00, 3:30, 6:30, 8:00, 10:00; ‘Month 3:00, 3330, 
6330, 8;00, 10:00 


‘SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Daily 6:50 
‘CARS (G) Fri-Sun 12:35 


fs _— GARNEAU] 
8712-109 St, 433-0728 


(AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH (PG) Daily 7:00 9:00 
Sat Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2350 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
THE LAKE HOUSE (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu: 
4:20, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45 


DA VINCI CODE (144. violence, mature themes, Dolby Stereo 
Odgital) Bie 340, 6:45, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:40, 
6:45, 9: 


.. Dalby Stk 
Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 7:15, 9:20 


UTTLE MAN (PG, crude content, not recommended for 
aren, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fi Mon-Thu 3:50, 7:30, 9:50; 2 
‘Sun 1:20, 3:50, 7:30, 9:50 


A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION (PG, DTS Digital) Fri Mon- 
Thu 4:00, 8:50, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 8:15 


OMKARA (STC) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 8:45; Sun 3:30, 8:45 


GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (G, DTS Digital) Fr 
Mon-Thu 3:30, 6:30; Sat 12:50, 3:30, 6:30; Sun 12:50, 6:30 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (144, crude sec! 
mature themes, DTS Digital) Fri Mon Wed -Thu 3:20, 7:09, 
9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:20, 7:00, 9:40; Tus 3:20, 9:40 


THE BREAK-UP (PG. coarss luego, no scoerenc fo 
young children, Dolby Stereo Digtal) Fri Mon-Thu 3:10, 7:05 
9:30; Sat-Sun 12:40, 30,7 7:05, 9:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
458-9822 


MIAMI VICE (144, violence, sexual content, no passes) 
Daly 1:45, 4:25, 7:00, 9:55 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG, sexual content. not recom 
mended for young children, no passes) Daily 1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 
7:25, 935 


THE ANT BULLY (G, no passes) Dally 1:15, 3:10, 5:00, 7:05, 
8:56 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chiiren) Deity 
12:55, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young chikdren) Dally 1:30, 3:30, 5:35, 7:30, 9:15 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 
JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG, sza.2! content) Daty 12:50, 
3:30, 7:20, 9:30 
MONSTER HOUSE (PG, frightening soanes, nol recommended 
for young children) Daly 1:10, 3:15, 7:10, 9:10 
LADY IN THE WATER Vlening Scenes, nex racom- 
Pel tay Mi heres dee 3:20, 7:00, 9:20 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG; 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chiliren) Deity 
12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 9:45 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 
THE ANT BULLY (6) Dally 6:50 Sat Sun Tue Thu 1:55 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
mended for young children) Dally 8:05 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG, seu content, not suitable 
for young children) Daily 7:00 9:10 Sat Sun Tue Thu 2:05 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young chidiren) Daily 7:05 8:15 Sat Sun Tue Thu 2:10 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN DEAD MANS CHEST (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recomrnended for younger chidren) Day 
730 Sat Sun Tue Thu 1:50 


YOU ME AND DUPREE (PG, sexual conterit. not suitable for 
young children) Dally 6:55 9:00 Sat Sun Tus Thu 2:00 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St. Soruce Grove 972-2332. 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG 


tightening scenes, not recommenced for young children) Daily 
7-00 Sat Sun Tue Thu 2:00 


9828-101 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
LENFANT (STC) Fil Sun 7:00 Sat Mon 9:00 


KEANE (144. mature themes) Fri Sun 9:00 Sat Mon 7:00 


poMeny CALLING AND THE DANISH POET (STC) Thu 


TAKESHIS’ (STC) Thu 9:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 
THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT (PG. vio- 
fence, not recommended for chiidren) Fri-Sun 2:30, 4:45, 7:30, 
9:45, Mon-Thu 4:45, 730, 9:45 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:00, 6:50, 9:00; Mon 
Thu 4:00, 6:50, 9:00 


RV (PG) Fri-Sun 2:20, 4:40, 7-20, 9:25: Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:20 
935 

INSIDE MAN (144. coarse language) Fri-Sun 1:90, 4:10, 6:45, 
9:40; Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:45, 9:40. 


POSEIDON (144) Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:20, 6:0, 9:20; Mon-The 
4:20. 630, 9.20 


THE WILD (G) Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:95, 7:10; Mon-Thu 4:35, 710 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ill (144. violence) Fe-Gun 1:45, 4 
7:00, 9:90; Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:00, 9:30 


ICE AGE THE MELTDOWN (PG) Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:15. 64 
8,50; Mon-Thu 4:15, 6:40, 8:50 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Daily 2:10 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 197th Avenue, 780-732-2223 
MIAMI VICE (144. violence, sexual content, no passes) Daily 
1:40, 4:55, 7:50, 10:45 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG, sexual content, no passes) 
Daily 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:40, 10:00 


THE ANT BULLY (G) Dally 12:00, 2:10, 4:15, 6:45, 8.45 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG, sexual content, not rec 
ommenkied for chikiren) Daly 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:10 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG. frightening scenes, not recommend 
80 for young chikiren) Daily 12:10, 2:20, 4°30, 7:10, 9:15 


CLERKS II (18A, ude sexual content throughout) Deay 
12-29, 3:00, 5:30, 810, 10:35 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG, frightening scenes, not recor 
mended for young children) Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:20, 10:15 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, sexual content. not recor 
mended for young children) Dally 2:00, 4:50, 8:00, 10:30 


LITTLE MAN (PG, crude content, not recommended for cht 
dren) Daily 2:05, 4:45 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
(PG, frightening scenes, not recomended for young children) 
Dally 12:05, 1:30, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 9:45 

‘SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Daily 12:20, 3;30, 7:00, 10:20 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Daily 1:09, 3:45, 7:05, 
9:40 


CLICK (144) Daily 6:50, 9:50 


(CARS (G) Fri-Sun Tue-Wed 12:50, 3:40, 6:45, 9:30; Mon Thu 
12:50, 3:40, 9:30 


10397-82 Avo, 433-0728 
A/SCANNER DARKLY (14 substance abuse, coarse lar 
quage) Daly 7:00, 9:00 Sat Sun 230 No show 7:00pm Thu. 
Aug. 3 
THE MISTRESS OF SPICES (PG. mature thernes) Daly 6:50, 
10 Sat Sun 2:00 


ST. ALBERT CINEMAS 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) 
Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:15, 3:15, 625, 9:20 


PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION (PG) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 1245, 
3:45, 6:55, 9:50 


RV (PG) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:25, 3:25, 6:35, 9:30 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) Fi-Sun Tus Thu 12:35, 335, 6 
240 


GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (G) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 
12:30, 3:30, 6:40, 9:35 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may frighten young 


chiidren) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:40, 3:40, 650, 9.45 


NACHO LIBRE (PG) Fri-Sun Tue Thu 12:20, 3:20, 890, 9:25 


DA VINCI CODE (144. Violence, mete themes} Fri-Sun Tue 
Thw 12:10, 3:10, 620, 9:15 


MIAMI VICE (148, violence, sex 
Digital) Dally 1220, 3:45, 7 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
PG, frightening 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG. 
mended for young children, Digi 
10:45 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DI 
25, Digital) Daily 1:40, 4:20, 


SUPERMAN RETURNS: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE (PG 
Digital) Daily 7:00, 10:15 


T BULLY: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE (G, D 


Dai 20, 4:45 


CLERKS I (184. c 
Dally 1:50, 4:40, 7:4 


aoe HOUSE (PG, fright 
x Youn children, Digital 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG. fr 
mended for young children, 
2:45 


THE ANT BULLY (G, Digital, RW 
4:15, 7:10, 


CLICK (144, Di 


LITTLE MAN 


children, Digit ay 1:1 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG 
3:15, 7:20, 10:45; Wed 11 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG. 


ommended for chidren, Digital 


| __ SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


MIAMI VICE (14 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (P 
es) Dally 11:50, 2:15, 4:5 


THE ANT BULLY (G) TH» Daily 12 a 
8:40 

SCOOP (PG) Dally 1:40, 4:10. 6:50, 9-10 
MISTRESS OF SPICES (PG, mature themes) Da! 


4:40, 7:20, 9:40 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG 
ommended for chidren) Daily 1 


CLERKS II (184 

1240, 3:20, 5:40, 8:2 
MONSTER HOUSE ( 
mendad for young chw 


LADY IN THE WATER [PS. frighte ENE econ 
mended tor young chidren) Oat 4:15 1 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG, se 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD | MAN'S CHEST 
(PG, fignter 
dren) F 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Daily 12:1 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG y 1:10, 350, G4 


3:15 


CLICK (14A) Fri-Su 
Wed 2:00, 10:15 


(CARS (G) Fri-Wed 12:45, 3:45, 645, 2 Thu 12:45 


9:30 


| _WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave. Groat Ad, 455-8726 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CREST 
(PG, frighten 9 
dren) Daily 1 


MIAMI VICE (144. violence, ss 
3:30, 7:00, 10:15 


LADY IN THE WATER (P< 
mended for chadren} 


MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND | 
‘ommended for children) Daity 


(1). 780-352-3922 


MIAMI VICE (144 violence, saxus! content no © 
1245 S40 &40 S40 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG. igh 


2eNeS, Not recommenced 
for young chiciren) Daty 1:10, &: 10 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG. fiohtening 
nended for young chiiren) Daily 1 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST PG. 
fnghtlening scenes, not recommended for young chicren) Daily 
12:40, 3:45, &50, 9:45 


00, 320 
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Shyamalan’s Lady is dead in the Water, along with film critics 


STEVE LILUIBUEN / steve@vueweekly.com 


“sy ince his brilliant feature-film 
G aestora debut 
seven years ago with 
The Sixth Sense, writer- : 


director M Night Shya- 
malan has been a THES SOCKS 
frustrating artist to follow. A steady 
decline in box office success—Signs, 
Unbreakable, The Village—eventually 
led Disney and the suspense-genre 
filmmaker to split over “creative dif- 
ferences,” leaving his current project 
in the hands of a rival studio. 

Set in an apartment complex in 
suburban Philadelphia, The Lady in 
the Water follows the building's stut- 
tering superintendent (Paul Giamatti) 
as he discovers a young woman liv- 
ing underneath the swimming pool 
She says she’s from the Blue World 
and a wolf-like creature with grass 
for fur is chasing her. She needs help 
from the building’s tenants, as they 
all play a predetermined role in her 
safe journey home 

From the onset, the film provides 
two things: a steady stream of materi- 
al sr an easy film studies essay and a 
problematic plot that sees its charac- 
ters too easily buy into its absurdity. 

The film resorts to racial stereotyp- 
ing—advancing the plot by seeking 
advice from a wise and elderly Korean 
woman—while refusing to address 
obvious plot holes. When the wolf- 
creature is chasing them, for instance, 


NOW PAYING 
LADY IN THE WATER 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY M MIGHT SHYAMALAN 
STARRING PAUL GAMATL BRYCE DALLAS 
HOWARO JEFFREY WRIGHT 


not one person in an entire Philadel- 
phia apartment complex happens to 
own a gun, and this gives them ample 
opportunity to stage a giant pool party 
so they can distract the wolf long 
enough while they summon a giant 
eagle from sky. No joke. 


THE STORY IS also unintentionally 
embarrassing because several charac- 
ters share their names with pop cul- 
tural references that the Shyamalan 
should have known about. The water 
woman, for instance, is called a Narf, 
which should elicit a chuckle from 
anyone who remembers Pinky’s catch- 
phrase from Pinky and the Brain; simi- 
larly, the wolf-creature that hunts her 
is called a Serunt, which is slang for— 
ahem—anything from vaginal dis- 
charge to a derogatory term for a 
prostitute, but it’s certainly not a word 
for scary wolves with grassy manes. 
Shyamalan is also arrogant enough 
to cast himself in the starring role as a 
writer whose book will “change the 
world.” The story later gives credence 
to a stereotypically pretentious film 
critic who rants a self-reflexive mono- 
logue. It’s as metaphorically subtle as 
hitting us over the head with a frying 
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pan and therefore is no surprise when 
he's quickly killed off in the film’s only 
murder—assuming that it’s the direc- 
tor’s jab at those real critics who have 
taken issue with his overly simplistic 
plots and childlike storytelling. 

It's these kinds of “unfortunate” 
choices that plague the film, prevent- 


ing the audience from suspending dis- 
belief. It’s all quite ridiculous. 

The Lady in the Water does prove 
one thing, however: Shyamalan's 
strength is within his stellar directing 
and camera work, not his growing 
collection of clichéd writing. Some 
filmmakers take it as a cut if they 


can’t control every aspect of thei; 
filmmaking—which really shouldn't 
be the case. 

After all, even Hitchcock didn 
write his own films, and at least hy 
was smart enough to thoroughly limi 
those directorial cameos so it would 
n't be a distraction for the audience. v 
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Ani Difranco finally gets her Reprieve 
DESPITE AMBIENT NEW ALBUM, ICONIC SINGER IS ‘STILL A TOURING FREAKSHOW’ 


SHANNON PHILUPS / shannon@vueweokly.com 
or better or for worse, Ani 
Difranco fans rarely have to 
wait more than a calendar 
year for a new album, 

But this year, Difranco took her 
first break in 15 years—a break from 
touring, and a longer, gentler pause 
between records. 

"| have never spent so much time 
living with a record,” Difranco admits. 
“| got to leam some lessons before it 
was released, not after, which has 
been the case in the past ... And lo 
and behold! There is something to 
this taking a year to make a record!” 

The little folksinger, stopping at 
Edmonton’s Winspear Centre this 
Friday before headlining the Calgary 
Folk Festival on Sunday, is happy-go- 
lucky on the phone from her part- 
time studio/home in New Orleans. 
The same lilt of kindness and 
absurdity that ties Difranco's live 
stage performances together with 
bouncy between-song banter under- 
writes our brief phone chat. 

Even when she's delivering the bad 
news—ately, Difranco is preoccupied 
with nothing less than global ruin. 

“These days, my political con- 
sciousness starts from the point of 
saving the world from annihilation,” 
she says. “I want to talk about 
nuclear proliferation and global 
warming ... | want to talk about how 
these things would not be happening 
if we had mothers and their under- 
standing running the place.” 

Reprieve, Difranco’s latest album, 


fe | FA JUL 28 (8 PM) 


= ANI DIFRANCO 
co | WINSPEAR CENTRE $42 


explores that same tension between 
joy and kindness in human relation- 
ships and the anger, impatience and 
sadness that forms the backdrop of 
her political activism. 

The friction between the personal 
and the political is an enduring 
theme in Difranco’s lyrics. But 
Reprieve expresses the friction musi- 
cally—it's a more ambient and lay- 
ered album than previous Difranco 
recordings. While the signature 
Spare, staccato bounce of Difranco's 
guitar and vocals used to signal a 
constant push forward, a restless 
rejection of nesting or complacency, 
Reprieve is about what it means to go 
home, rest and reflect. 


“I'VE ALWAYS BEEN a city kid, and in 
the past I’ve been so fascinated with 
human relationships and power 
dynamics,” Difranco explains. “But 
ever since I got my own house and my 
own garden, I’ve found the most pro- 
found peace of my life with my hands 
in the mud and the birds singing 
around me. It’s a matter of seeing the 
reality of nature as opposed to the fal- 
lacy of human construction.” 

That's not to say that Reprieve is a 
complacent hippie-dippy retreat into 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 35 
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REVUE / FRI, JUL 21 / SOULJAH FYAH / 
EPCOR STAGE, CAPITAL EX For all his friendly 
smilin’ and wavin’, that Klondike Mike (Capital 
Mike? Ex Mike?) is one shrewd businessman. 
First, he schedules his fancypants festival, Capi- 
tal Ex, during the hottest week of the year 
Then, he gives away oodles of free-yet-irre- 
sistibly-salty Hot Rod meat snacks. Then, he 
schedules the spicy reggae of Souljah Fyah right 
in the late afternoon. You can almost see the 
smirk on the faces of the pimply concession 
stand workers as they hand you your tepid $5 
drink. Curse you, Klondike Mike! Curse you and 
your lukewarm beverages! —JOEL KELLY / 
joel @vueweekly.com 


That's a pretty 
funky Theory ... 


kes | Tl JULZ7 (10M 
= | THE OMEGA THEORY 
== 


WITHTHE TURNING AWAY 
| UABAN LOUNGE $5 , 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 


here are a lot of real 
theories out there 
other day my f kK 


was going on 
Mayan Calendar. 

You see, the Maya 
known for being one 
accurate calendars e rea 
ends inexplicably in 2012, lead 


Mayans knew something w O 
about the end of the world. That 
theory, while freaky and complicat- 
ed, pales in comparison to a myria 
of theories espoused in t! 
(The Physics of Immc 
J Tipier) in which loca 
Omega Theory found their name 
“It's this theory of how we'll be 


resurrected at the end of the uni- 
verse by an all knowing compute 
explains the band’s guitarist Matt 
Misenas. “It’s sort of a God-type fig- 
ure, I guess.” 


Misenas then attempted to 
explain many of the intricacies of 
the theory, telling me that the resur- 
rections themselves are virtual, that 
a supercomputer will be able,to 
replicate any human being that ever 
lived or will ever live, something 
about exponents, as well as some 
other really confusing stuff, before I 
had to admit that none of this was 
making any sense to me 

We decided, instead, to discuss 
the lovely (except for the fact you 
can't get a decent cup of coffee any- 
where, that is) town of Devon, 
where two of the band’s members 
grew up 

“It was good and it was bad,” 
Misenas explains, saying that the 
small town atmosphere is what 
gave him the impetus needed fo 
move on to bigger and better things. 
“You can’t be happy with it. There’s 
only so far you can go.” 

The Omega Theory hope to go 
as far as they can with their inno- 
vative funk infused hard rock 
Having just completed an album 
which Misenas promises will be 
available soon, the band is plan- 
ning to get their name on the 
tongues of hard rock fans across 
the country 

“Hopefully when we get this 
album out we can start tourtg 
more. | just think, if people hear our 
stuff, they'll like it; it's just a matter 
of getting people to listen to it,” he 
says, before earnestly adding that 
“all | want is people to like it." v 
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Trucker’s Memorial born with a 
Rae Spoon and Rodney DeCroo 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

dmonton has been good to 
Foraney DeCroo. First, he 

recorded his latest album live 
during a performance at the Sidetrack 
Café and the resulting disc, War Torn 
Man, has brought DeCroo back to 
town twice already since its release. 
Now, he’s set to return again with 
Trucker's Memorial, another new 
album with seeds planted that same 
night at the Sidetrack when DeCroo 
met fellow songwriter Rae Spoon. 

“It all comes back to Edmonton, it 
seems,” DeCroo laughs. “The night 
that I recorded War Torn Man, Rae 
was on the bill and we really liked 
each other and enjoyed each other.” 

A few weeks later, DeCroo and 
Spoon played again in Wells, BC. 
After leading a few jams and work- 
shops together, Spoon suggested that 
they start a band and record an 
album, and DeCroo jumped at the 
Opportunity, acknowledging that there 
was something special happening 
when the two of them played and 
sang together. That magic carried 
over when the two of them set them- 
Selves to recording Trucker’s Memorial 
with DeCroo’s guitar player, Jon 
Wood, at the production helm. 

“Rae and I have an ease and a real 
chemistry together,” DeCroo explains. 
“So it was a lot of fun to just go and 
sit in Jon’s basement in a little room 
and play the songs acoustically and 
get them done real quick. We got 
them all down in two days and then 
Jon added his bits.” 


ALTHOUGH WOOD added instruments 


ranging from ukulele to piano, he did 
SO with an ear towards keeping the 
Sound sparse and unobtrusive, with the 
focus on DeCroo and Spoon’s acoustic 
thythms and heartfelt vocals. In fact, 
Wood restrained himself from cleaning 
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the recordings up at all, leaving behind 
all sorts of minor imperfections. 

“That's the way I was hoping it 
would sound,” DeCroo sighs with 
relief. “Personally, I’m just so sick of 
studio albums and all this music that 
sounds perfect, because, to me, it just 
smacks of the whole corporate 
engendered culture that we live in 
where there’s no room for anything 
genuinely human and intimate. I real- 
ly hate that. I just want to feel, when I 
listen to something, that there’s a 
human being there talking to me. 

“What I like about it is that it's not 
perfect,” DeCroo adds. “There are 
times when we'll slip out of harmony 
and sing in unison and there are 
times when I'll sing a little off key, but 
it all works. 

“Harmonies are great,” he contin- 
ues, “but often people get so obsessed 
with this super clean, super perfect 
sound, whereas if you go back and lis- 
ten to old, old recordings of country 
and folk, those people had raw voices 
They had raw voices and they quivered 
and they broke and their harmonies 
are piercing at times, but they’re 
haunting, and they're beautiful.” 

That sense of a worn past weaves 
its way through Trucker’s Memorial, 
the name itself harkening back to a 
time gone by. It’s not a distant past, 
though, instead lying somewhere 
down the highway and just around 
the bend. The music that DeCroo and 
Spoon make together is not about 
cowboys riding the lone prairie, but 
about long roads, hard drinks and the 
morning after. 


“And journeys,” DeCroo adds, 
locating the universality acting as the 
glue that holds the album together. 
“We're all on journeys.” 

The trucker’s journey is one that is 
ripe with emotions, both good and 
bad, and that is echoed in both the 
songwriting and the sound of the 
recording. For his part, DeCroo is just 
pleased that he and Spoon managed 
to create a junction between the pres- 
ent and the yesteryear. 

“In terms of the songs themselves,” 
he says, “they're definitely not pure, 
old timey folk. | like to think that’s a 
big essence of it, but they're also con- 
temporary and alive. We just want it 
to be a living thing.” v 
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LIVE AT NEW GITY 


THE GONG SHOW 
RETURNS! 


TO SIGN UP CONTACT 
TABITHA@NEWCITYCOMPOUND | 


DIY WEDNESDAY w. 


COCKATOO 
PROFUNDAROSA 
STORYBOARD 
AGAPERAYGUNEXPERIMENT » 


RIPCORDZ ast ann. snow 


KNUCKLEHEAD 
ON THE BRINK & FATY MATY 


RETURNS ON 


JULY 28th 


UPUNDA 
torybo 


SUNDAY AUGUST 6, 2006 


BIEEUSED) 


WITH $10 


“ a THRASH 
nen FIBROSIS 


Attak bse Aspaset 
ALL AGES 


10081 Josper Ave. Polodium Build. 
call 429-CLUB for more info 
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THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


| =< 


2554, UPPER LEVEL VEST EDMONTON MALL 


WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


780-443-6666 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


‘FAC YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 425.2889 
08 EMAL GLBIYS AT 


USTRES@VUEWEXILOOM 
‘DEADLINE 5 FRIDAY AT 3 Pat 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Tim Rutter 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 
CHURCHILL SQUARE-GLOB- 
AL STAGE Taste of Edmonton: 
Patsy Amico and Brien Gregg 
(roots); 7-9:30pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted 
by Bran Petch 

ED FEST Capital Ex: The Sam 
Roberts Band, The Trews, The 
Novaks 


FOUR ROOMS October Trio; 
8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
‘open jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 

JEFFREY'S CAFE Jack Semple 
(acoustic blues); $20-$25 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old 
Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Robbie 
Fulks and his Band, Bob Egan, 
Paul Bellows; 9pm; $12 at TIX 
‘on the Square 


TELUS STAGE Capital Bc 
Kenny Shields and Streetheart, 
Spm 

URBAN LOUNGE The Omega 
Theory, The Turing Away; free 
(with ticket)/$5 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Robert 


Rowan 
DIS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S DJ Squiggles, Yohko 
Oh-no 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday; top 40, country 


FILTHY MecNASTY’'S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban 
Substance Thursdays: DJ Phat 
Kat, Peep Game, hosted by: 
KWAME; SpinCycle’s birthday 
bash, special performance by 
Darkson Tribe 


HULBERT'S Relaxing down- 
tempo, smooth jazz, and lounge 
music with DJ Frederick: 7pm 


KAS BAR Urban House: with 
DJ Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Trasheteria: DJs Naz Nomad 
and Beard of Bees 


ON THE ROCKS Salsa and the 
City: 9:30pm dance lessons, 
Cuban salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New. classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
Spm-2am; no cover 
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MUSIC 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, 
pop, hip hop with DJ Kelty 
THE ROOST Gorgeous: featur- 
ing hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, 
Drag Kings and Queens, bur- 
lesque and roating game 
shows, bands upstairs monthly 
RUM JUNGLE Student Night: 
Great beats 


STANDARD DJ Danny 
Howells (UK); tickets available 
at TicketMaster, Treehouse, 


ee 


PREVUE / THU, JUL 27 ( 


Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM: Electro, tech- 
no, no wave, hip-hop with DJ 
Nik 7 and a rotating cast of 
guests; no minors; 8pm (door) 
WUNDERBAR In and Our 
with DJ Paul and Frank 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


AZUCAR America Rosa, DJ 
Papi; free salsa lessons 9:30- 
10:30pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Emaline 
Delapaix and friends; 8:30pm; 
$6 

CASINO EDMONTON Urban 
Myth (country/rock} 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Rule 
of Nines (pop/rock) 
CHURCHILL SQUARE-GLOB- 
AL STAGE Taste of Edmonton: 
Patsy Amico and Brian Gregg 
(roots); 7-9:30pm 

ED FEST Capital Bc Blue 
Rodeo, Stabilo, Jeremy Fisher, 
Melissa McClelland 

EPCOR STAGE Capital Bc The 
Fates; 4pm and 6:30pm 

FOUR ROOMS Stuart Crosley 
Tho; Spm 

JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Charlie 
Austin Trio (jazz); $7 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind (vintage rock); 
9:30pm; no cover 
MORANGO'S CAFE Lara Yule 
Singh (folk) 

ON THE ROCKS Slowbum 
{blues, rock); 9:30pm-1:30am 
ROOST Random Order (ska, 
funk. punk, reggae, rap, rawk}; 


Bpm; $10 (adv) available at the 
Roost, Earth's General 


Store/$12 (door) 


Majeau and the Muse, 
Fabulous Bee Feeders, AA 
Sound System; MCs: Laurelle 
and C-Note; Bpm; $40 (adv)/$50 
(gate)/children 12 and under 
are free; incl. camping; tickets 
available at Blackbyrd 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Dudes, 
Curtis Santiago and the 
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m) / THE OCTOBER 
TRIO / FOUR ROOMS, FREE 

Recent winner of the 2006 CBC Galaxie Rising Star 
award, Vancouver-based jazz group the October Trio 
entertain diners at Four Rooms downtown this Thursday. 


Vendetta Republic, Jeremy 
Nischuk 9pm; $8 (door) 
STARLITE ROOM Shout Out 
Out Out Out Cd Release), 
Dietzche V and the Abominable 
Snowman, guests; no minors; 
Bpm (door); $15 (adv) at 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes, Listen, Freecloud 


TELUS STAGE Capital Ex: 
Jakalope, Rocketface, Rio Bent 
Spm. 

URBAN LOUNGE Ozy 
Ozmunds; $5 (door) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lotus Child, Superbeing, 
guests; no minors; 8pm (door); 
$8 (door) 

WILD WEST SALOON Robert 
Rowan 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Ani 


DiFranco 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D’n’B/house/breaks 
with Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, 
Shortee, Sweetz and more 


BAR-B-BAR DJ) James; no 


cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with DJ 
Alvaro 


CALIENTE'S Funktion Fridays: 


Official After Party Eskimos" 
and Alouettes’ 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text 
Messaging Singles Party: For 
singles 25-40; completely 
anonymous, totally addictive 
ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy 
Friday; 8pm (door) 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Friday 
Nights: with Kenneth Thomas, 
Phil Lam and Dave DFEKT 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro 
with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Funktion Fridays: 
Eskimos and Lions’ official after 
party 

HALO Mod Club: indie rock, 
new wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s 
soul with DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy 
D; no cover before 10pm; $5 
{after 10pm) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotic 
Friday 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
The Gong Show retums 

ONE ON WHYTE Friday 
Nights: Top 40, R&B, house 
with DJ Jay and DJ Spyder 
OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
Spm-2am; no cover 

RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
rock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 

THE ROOST All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy 
RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Deep House: 
with Friday resident DJ Luke 
Morrison 

STOLLIS Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests; 1-7am 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ 
and Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 

AZUCAR America Rosa, DJ 
Papi and DJ Touch It 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Toga 
for Teens: McCuaig (rock); 
10pm; $5 (donation); fundraiser 
for ‘Human 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog: Wax 
Mannequin and Joey Balducci; 
4-6pm; no cover 

CASINO EDMONTON Uban 
Myth (country rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Rule 
of Nines (pop/rock) 
CHURCHILL SQUARE-GLOB- 
AL STAGE Taste of Edmonton: 
Patsy Amico.and Brian Gregg 
(roots); 7-9:30pm 

DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open 
stage, all ages; 2-Gpm 

ED FEST Capital Ex Simple 
Plan, Fefe Dobson, Our Mercury 
EPCOR STAGE Capital Bc 
Urban Divide; 4pm and 6:30pm 
FOUR ROOMS Dan Skakun 
Trio; 9pm. 

HOMEGROWN SOUL 
SHACK Sat top rap groups; 
5pm 

JAMIMERS PUB Saturday 
open jam, 3-7:30pm; 
counttry/rock band, 3pm-2am 
JEFFREYS CAFE Gordie 
Matthews; $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind (vintage rock); 
9:30pm; no cover 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


KATES: 
CROSSING-STRATHCONA 
COUNTY Lost Highway (blue 
grass) 


O'BYRNE'S On the Patio: Ch, 
Wynters, Scott Peters; 3pm: no 
cover 


ON THE ROCKS Slowburn, 
(blues, rock) 


RENDEZVOUS Keep 6 (meta) 
punk), Absorb {alternative 
rock); Perilous Seas (heavy alt) 


SASQUATCH GATHERING 


See tie Hie MCs 
circuitry; SOCAN Foundation 
song circle: with Erin Ross 
John Spearn and Trevor Tchir 
(noon); Radiovacana, The Time 
Flies {potluck dinner: pm); Vic 
Shamik, The Fates, Kevin Coot 
Trio, Bill Bourne; $40 (advy/$50 
(gate)/ children 12 and unde 
are free; incl. camping; ticket 
available at Blackbyrd 


SIDETRACK CAFE Captai 
Tractor, quests, Canary Mine 
Spm; $12 (adv)/$15 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Shout Oui 
Out Out Out, Dietzche V and 
the Abominable Snowmar 
minors; 8pm (door); $15 (acy 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd 
Megatunes, Listen, Freecl: 


TELUS STAGE Capital 
Trooper; 9pm 

URBAN LOUNGE Ozy 
Ozmunds; $5 (door) 

WILD WEST SALOON fob: 
Rowan 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE (iv: 
band and dancing every Sat 


10pm-lam 
DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and 
break beatz with DJs T-Bass, 
Femme Funk and local/intema 
tional quests presented by 
NewSound Entertainment: no 
minors; 9pm-3am 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturday 
Night Fever-live to Air: with 
91.7 The Bounce, DJ Shocke! 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro 
with DJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout 
Saturdays: with Bomb Squad, 
Weapon X, InVinceable and 
BabyGirl 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
quests 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday 
Nights: With DJ Jay and DJ 
Spyder 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop. 
Tock, indie rock, hip hop with S 
Master F, Loopin’ the 3rd 


THE ROOST Always like New 
Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and Du Jazzy (new 
music) upstairs 

STOLLIS ON WHYTE Top 40. 
R&B, house with People’s DJ 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate 
1-5pm, $5; and 7pm-midnight. 
$6/$4 (rentals) 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard 
NAG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy, STX. 
Tweek; 1am-8am 
WUNDERBAR Featured DJ 
and Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays 


> | 
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ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Me Lucky 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got 
Yo Give It Up: Main Floor: Funk, 
soul, Motown, disco with DJ 
Red Dawn 
BUND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday live open jam 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with 
ea March; 7-10pm 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Jam every Sunday; 7pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 
NEWCASTLE PUB Live Jam 
O'BYRNE’S Joe Bird's Irie 
Jam: Open stage for all; 
930m; no cover 
OSCARS PUB Open stage 
Sundays hosted by Chris 
\Wynters of Captain Tractor (8- 
Tipm) 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open 
stage featuring the Digs/Mike 
McDonald altemate weeks; 9- 
12 


MC: 
Gary Lee, SOCAN Foundation 
song circle: with Johnny Eden, 
Tim Harwill and Zoe (noon); The 
Hut Crew; $40 (adv/$S0 
(gate/ehildren 12 and under 
are free; incl. camping; tickets 
are available at Blackbyrd 
Myoozik 
SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Legendary Sidetrack Industry 
Night. with DU Dudeman, The 
Wack MCs; Spm; $6 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Industry Night: with 
Atomie Improv, Jameoki and DJ 
Tim 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB 
Stardust Lounge: with Mz 
Bianca and Me Vanity Fair, DJ 
Eddy Toonflash 


CALIENTE'S Urban Ladies 
Night Sundays: DJ Invinceable, 
Game, Weapon X, Babygirl 


HALO Popscene: indie hits, for- 
gotten classics, underground 
favourites with S Master F 
Floormatt, Kyle, G-Spot, Jer-Lo, 
Travy D; 9pm (door); no cover 
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VENUE 
: GUIDE 


THE ROOST A fabulous Drag 
show every Sunday featuring 
Hostess Connie Lingua, rotating 
Quests, singers, drag Queens; 
$2, free pool 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
‘SKATING DISCO Public skate; 
1-5pm; $5/$4 (rentals) 
STOLL'S Stolli’s House Arrest: 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 


8pm (door); $15 (adv) 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no 


DIS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, coun- 
try, R&B with DJ Foreplay, Dd 
Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance 
lessons 8-10pm 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


+ ee 
PREVUE / SAT, JUL 29 (7 PM) / OUR MERCURY / ED FEST @ CAPITAL EX, $25 
Extremely venerable (well, if you count the Misdemeanor days) Edmonton punk outfit 
opens for the somewhat less venerable Fefe Dobson and Simple Plan on the final 
night of Capital Ex’s Ed Fest. 


Inertia, quests 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Where Its At DJ Sweetz, 
Propa, Degree; no minors; no 
cover (8-Spm)/$4 (door)/$2 
(industry) 

WUNDERBAR Trance, dance 
and rave styles with DJ Regan 
and Co 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


LB.'S PUB House band; 
9;30pm-1am; no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
Marco Claveria (samba to 
Bolero) every Monday 


O'BYRNE'S ON WHYTE 
SlowBurn (blues/rock); 9:30pm- 
12am 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMU- 
NITY HALL Acoustic 
Instrumental Old Time Fiddle 
Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- 
TRE Rob Zombie , Anthrax; 
6:30pm; all ages event with 
beer gardens; $42-$45 at 
TicketMaster 


SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer, 9pm; no cover; 
STARLITE ROOM The 
Subways, guests; no minors; 


Night; no minors; Spm-2am 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
Polar Mondays every Monday 
with DJ Penny Tentiary; 
Wooftop: Reggae, hip hop, funk 
with DJs Special £0, Culture 
Shock 


BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DJ 
i 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical 
talent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and guest 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 
SIDETRACK CAFE Lazo, 
Forever and a Day; 9pm; $5 


(doo) 
DJS 


BUDDY'S Malebox, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae night with 
Bomb Squad, 0.B, Chrome Nine 
and weekly guest DJs; no cover 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo: 
with DJ Janny; 8-midnight: $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: 
popular house beats with DJ 
Kevin Wong 

SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Retro night: 
music flash backs from the 
50s, ‘60s, 70s, ‘80s and ‘90s, 
7pm-12 midnight; $5/$4 
(rentals) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
TrainWreck Tuesday: Punk 
Rock; 8pm (door); no cover 
WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 
with Twister Board and DJs 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 
8pm. 

BACK ROOM VODKA BAR 
Soulful deep house with Nic-E 
and Smoov 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch Wednesdays: 


COOK COUNTY Wednesday 
Nite Live: 8pm (door) 
FESTIVAL PLACE Patio Series: 
Frigg (Nordic folk music); 7:30 
pm; $5 at Festival Place box 
office 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS The Metro World 
Beat Band with Enrique 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
D.LY Wednesdays: 8pm; $5 
O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm; no cover 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Greag; 8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Truckers 
Memorial (featuring Rae Spoon 
and Rodney DeCroo), Kris 
Glabush, Ayla Brook; Spm; $5 
(door) 

STOLU'S Wild Cherry: 
House/garage with Tripswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 


URBAN LOUNGE Side Step 
Fate, Smulpragus 


WILD WEST SALOON Lary 


Barrio 
DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Deep Wednesdays: Soulful 

Deep House with Nic-E and 
Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: with DJ Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY'S Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with DJ Eddy 
Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Wig Out Wednesdays: Psycho 
and rockabilly with DJ Seizures 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul. funk, 
soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip 
hop with Cool Curt, Yur, Junior 
Brown, Remo 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
DJ Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor 
Delano 


STOLU'S Wild Chery 
Wednesdays: house/garage 
with Tnpswitch, Rezidnt Funk, 
Steve Velocity, and Fusion 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays; Retro 
altemative dance with The 
JBOTS; no minors; Spm (door); 
M4 


WUNDERBAR Round one: 
Dancehall and Old School Rap 
with DJ Toma and Aminder 
Brown 


SOUL SHACK 8102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 » HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce 


Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) * JAMMERS PUB 11948-1 
JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-538) * JJ. 
RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain R 
Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 « KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-676: 
Albert, 450-9100 « LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 116) 
106 St, 990-0704 » NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 » NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNG 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW YORK BAGEL (rete a0 Gate) UB 200 25 
Ave, 457+ ¥ zi 82 Ave, 414-6766 * ONE we, 437- 
De TCRISEIGr ivi» PLERSANT ITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 » POWER PLANT U 
in Building, U of A Campu 


* WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 
436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 466-8069 * Y AFTERH' 


« JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN 
5 3 « KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * L.B’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St 
07 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 * METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250- 
E 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
3 « NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 


(OURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yafterhours.com * 


0428 © YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 


| “a TS 


'S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis 


9 * OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud 


of A Campus, 492-3101 * QUEEN 
s, 492-2153 « RED'S WEM 


Phase Il, 481-6420 RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 * RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432- 
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*T*KNUCKLEHEAD ik FER ink SFATY MATY 


HEW CITY 18081 JASPER AVEHUE 


RAS GHANOHI 
STEPPA. 


(jamaica) 


AN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
emale bass players seem so 
much a part of rock ‘n’ roll 
these days, they're as normal as 
cocaine and groupie sex. Talking 
eads alum David Byrne once com- 
‘mented that females made better bass 
layers than men, because their 
“guis" feel bass frequencies better. 
one would think Byrne would 
know something of the subject, hav- 
ing enlisted Tina Weymouth to play 
bass in his most successful project, 
put Charlotte Cooper, who one might 
think would know just that much 
more about the subject, being the 
female bassist for buzztastic British 
power trio the Subways, disagrees. 
explaining that she doesn’t believe 
jt's a man/woman thing but rather 
personal preference, Cooper says that 
hand size, comfort and playability 
probably influence instrument choice 
more so than guts and frequencies, 
though even she can’t explain why 
there seems to be so many super cool 
female bass players. 

“| think people are drawn to differ- 
ent instruments,” she says, brushing 
off any more cerebral analysis. “I've 
never really picked up a guitar and 
thought ‘I wanna rock out with this!” 

Though you may be tempted to 
similarly brush off the Subways as 
another vacuous British buzz band, 
you'd be robbing yourself of a great 
musical opportunity. 


SS | MON, JUL ST (Ph) 
= | THE SUBWAYS 
ce | WITH GUESTS 

| SIARLITEROOM, $15 

The group, which was started by 
brothers Josh Morgan and Billy Lunn 
(yeah, different last names—weird, 
huh?) and Lunn’s girlfriend and now 
fiancée Cooper, are much more than a 
flavour of the month. 

“We haven't set any date yet,” 
Cooper explains of the impending 
intra-band nuptials. When asked if it’s 
strange being in a band with her para- 


mour, Cooper says she really has no 
idea. 
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“It's the only way it’s ever been,” 
she admits. “We've been together 
longer than the band.” 


lings in their home country. The Sub- 
ways have been the subjects of small- 
ish features in well-known magazines 
such as NME, but have not yet been 
overblown to the same extent as many 
of their contemporaries 

“It’s kind of the kiss of death,” she 
says of the constant articles and cover 
Stories. “It gets people sick of (those 
bands] eventually.” 

The Subways are mounting a com- 
prehensive North American tour after 
playing a few dates previously on 
America’s West coast, but their true 
introduction to the continent, as well 
as to the eagerly receptive young ears 
of dozens of countries around the 
world, was on well-known teen 
drama The OC 

“We had a great time at the OC 
enthuses Cooper. “I was quite a big 
fan of the show so meeting the actors 
was cool.” vw 
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Currently recruiting for Big Valley Jamboree 
in Camrose, AB from Aug 1-6, 2006. 

Training, Transportation, Meals, and Camping 
Accommodations Provided! 


ON THE TOPIC of British buzz bands and 


the UK music press in general, Cooper 
says her band is happy to have largely 
avoided becoming gigantic media dar- 
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Calgary Stampede: 1, The Dudes: 0 


Meas | Fl UL 28 9PM) 
= | THE DUDES 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 
an Vacon and the rest of the 
Den: didn’t have many 
songs prepared for their very 
first show, a Calgary Stampede Break- 
fast in their backyard. 

They first served pancakes and 
beer along with rock ‘n’ roll in the late 
‘90s, and Vacon and bandmate Bob 
Quashnick would continue the annual 
tradition for the next several years 
until the city decided enough was 
enough. 

“They stole our rock for the Stam- 
pede,” Vacon says, explaining that the 
house (dubbed “Rock Central”) is 
located beside the Calgary Stampede 
grounds and will soon be destroyed to 
expand the exhibition’s parking. 


ree WITH JEREMY NISCHUK, 
2 | CURTIS SANTIAGO & THEVENDETTA REPUBLIC 
SIDETRACK CAFE, $B 


“It's a bit of a sore spot. I’m not 
sure if I’m ready to talk about it,” 
Vacon says. 

You can’t really blame Vacon for 
feeling a little melancholy: the 
doomed house holds many memories 
for the venerable Calgary band. In 
addition to holding their ill-fated rock 
‘n’ roll breakfasts at the house, the 
band also recorded their impossible- 
to-find debut, 2000's This Guy’s the 
Limit, on a low-budget Tascam half- 
inch tape recorder there. 


“We did a lot of it in the kitchen 
Vacon remembers. “Actually, w 
recorded a little bit in every room oj 
that crappy old house.” 

Still apparently too upset to even 
try to enjoy the Stampede, Vacon and 
company (guitarist Quashnick, drum 
mer Scott Ross and bassist John Ho; 
kins, who replaces long-time bassis; 
and banter artist Pat Downing) spen 
the week in Montreal, playing for 
group of expatriate Calgarians why 
organized their own petit dejeuner 

"They should be proud of them- 
selves,” Vacon enthuses. ’They had a 
great Stampede party,” 

Stampede breakfasts and ample 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


With a name like Down the Hatch, 
the songs better be about beer 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
iam Harvey Oswald is the 
| busiest guy I know. Playing in 
two bands and a solo project, 
working his real job, leading the 780 
Anti-Violence Coalition and being a 
rad dude are time consuming. 

That’s why I can understand that 
when I called him up to ask him about 
his new band Down the Hatch he 
had to call me back because he was 
waiting in line to get his food at a 
McDonald's. 

Now I know what you're thinking. 
“McDonald's?” you ask. “What kind of 
a message does that send to the kids 
out there who look up to Mr. Oswald 
for inspiration?” | thought the same 
thing, too, of course. But then | 
remembered just how busy this guy is 
and that he just doesn’t have any 
other options 

Would you rather he eat healthy 
food and have less time to share his 
gifts with the world? No, of course 
not. Liam Harvey Oswald is eating 
McDonald's in order to make your life 
better. Ironically, he is taking a “bul- 
let” for you. 

“Let's make this whole interview 
about McDonald's,” he says when I 


tt OH JUL3T (PI 
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Ex | WINDERBAR, 


call him back. “Bacon double cheese- 
burgers.” 


BELIEVE ME LIAM, 1’m trying. But the 
people won't wait to hear the mes- 
sage that Down the Hatch is spread- 
ing. And a message is exactly the 
right word, says Oswald. Down the 
Hatch is here, he says, to remind 
everyone what being in a band was 
about before the days of Myspace and 
internet buzz. 

“I just remember, when | first start- 
ed going to punk shows, there were 
all these guys who were just there to 
have fun,” he says, noting that these 
days, in his opinion, a lot of bands put 
too much emphasis on fame. 

“But wait a second,” you might be 
saying. “Isn’t this the same Liam Har- 
vey Oswald who used to front A Last 
Goodbye, a band who could easily be 
accused of being fame mongers? Did- 
n't they shamelessly exploit MySpace 
to gain new fans, tour across the 


country in an effort to ‘make it’ and 
embody some of the very stereotypes 
Oswald is speaking out against?” 

Oswald says that his reasons for 
joining A Last Goodbye were nume!- 
ous and complicated, not least of 
which, he is careful to remind me, is 
that the gentlemen who made up the 
band were totally stand-up people 
and fun to be around. Partly, he 
admits, he was trying to distance him- 
self from his previous band, the Kasu- 
als. Also, going for the gold was an 
experience he'd never had before 

“| wanted to try something new,” he 
says. “I wanted to start screaming 4 
little and get a message across 
instead of writing songs about girls 
and beer.” 

Fans of Oswald's girls and bee! 
subject matter will be happy to note 
that Down the Hatch is committed to 
fun songs that tend to fall more easily 
into the latter category. 

“It kind of reminds me of some eatly 
‘90s punk bands like Lagwagon, Strung 
Out or NOFX,” he says, mentioning 4 
Hatch song about ugly people taking 
advantage of drunken-but-good-look- 
ing people at parties. “Uh ... we're wril- 
ing them the way they come out.” ¥ 
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ibition parking aside, the Dudes 
e worked hard since that first 
akfast at Rock Central, releasing 

0. s The Beepuncher EP and 

ording Brain Heart Guitar for Van- 

3 suver-based Boompa records in 

004. The latter wasn’t actually 

sjeased, however, preventing Dudes 

fans from enjoying a duet with Revere 

sund Review's Lisa Lob that Vacon 
ys he’s extremely proud of. 

“We were completely prepared to 
velease it, then this other label (Load) 
said, ‘Listen, we want to pay for you 
to redo this album. We think it’s good, 
put we are going to put some money 
snto it and make it really good," 

acon says. “We ended up figuring it 
as a good idea.” 


Pas 


ah be 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27 


self-absorption while the world 
goes to hell in a handbasket. 

“The political meditation at the cen- 
tre of this record is the primacy of 
addressing patriarchy ... finding a 
reprieve from a death sentence of 
patriarchy run amok,” Difranco insists. 
“I mean, what is war but patriarchy 


, 


gone overboard? What is fundamen- 
talism but patriarchy running away 
with itself? What is the plundering of 
the earth but patriarchy gone greedy? 
“I feel kinda funny trying to talk 
about this,” she continues. “They roll 
their eyes at the rabid feminist and sort 
of recoil. People in the media want to 
talk about the war, they want to talk 
about Hurricane Katrina. And I’m like, 


‘hello! That is what I am talking about!” 

The new record is a departure from 
2005's Knuckle Down, a record that 
saw Difranco regaining fans after a 
few albums’ worth of jazzy experi- 
mentation that alienated some of her 
folksy grassroots audience 

Reprieve returns to that experimen- 
tation, but it’s stripped down—just Ani 
and bassist Todd Sickafoose share the 
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musical credits. And even though 
Difranco spent more time on this 
record than any of her previous 15 
she’s still not a studio musician 

“I'm still a touring freakshow, that's 
what I do,” she laughs. “Touring y 
art school and my mu 
still the bearded lady on her p 
ing around the country, just try 
do her bit to spread the good word." wv 
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RAIN HEART GUITAR was finally m KES THEM Ale FOREVER, 


yeleased nationally on Load Records 


(an “indie” imprint of EMI) last month, 
and while Vacon says the Boompa 
sessions will eventually be released in 
some form, the band is much more 
excited about the album's newer 
incarnation. 

“'s tighter, shorter and catchier,” 
Vyacon says. “We just kind of trimmed 
the fat, you would say.” 

The Dudes will tour around Canada 
hefore heading back to the studio to 
record a follow-up for local fans anx- 
ious for new material, and Vacon 
insists that the Dudes have plenty of 
rock and Stampede breakfasts in the 
future. 

“we're fully dedicated,” Vacon says. 
"None of us have good enough jobs to 
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SHOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT 
NOT SAYING/JUST SAYING 
NORMALS WELCOME 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 


It would be easy to fault 
Ni Shout Out Out Out Out for 
being disingenuous or cynical 
THIS ROCKS calculating. I mean, come 
on now: a bunch of seasoned punk and 
hard rock guys ditch their tube amps 
for analog synths just as electro hap- 
pens to become fashionable? 

Fortunately, though (well, for them, 
anyways—bitchy reviews are way 
easier to write than laudatory ones), 
any suspicion of a hidden agenda is 
suspended by even a cursory listen to 
Not Saying/Just Saying. This is an 
immensely fun and surprisingly smart 
album, and, despite its lack of guitars 
or songs about how much George 
Bush sucks, it’s actually far less vapid 
or vacuous than the vast majority of 
“punk” being produced today. Its intel- 
ligence and depth defy its catchy 
hooks and infectious beats, proving 
that “dance music” doesn’t necessari- 
ly mean “shitty music.” 

Or maybe I'm wrong. Maybe Not 
Saying/Just Saying is nothing more 
than supremely good music for the 
shaking of one’s ass. And, really, so 
fucking what? If anything, that might 
be the most appropriate artistic state- 
ment of where this band comes from. 
Look around you: Edmonton is no 
longer a town of working class teen 
angst. Kids in Edmonton don’t live 
Nirvana lives of poverty and dissatis- 
faction and boredom anymore; kids in 
Edmonton live lives that basically 
consist of trying to decide which of 
Dad’s four luxury SUVs to take out 
and cruise Whyte with this Saturday 
and which girl (or boy) they plan to 
pound in the backseat on the way 


ist= 


recordsaécds 


felefono/soft effects (reissue!) 


home. And, man, I bet Not Saying/Just 
Saying would sound wicked in the 
Escalade’s stereo. 


JIM BYRNES 
HOUSE OF REFUGE 
BLACK HEN 


EDEN MUNAG / eden@vueweekly.com 
Inside Jim Byrnes’s House of 
NZ Refuge is a picture that goes 
a long way towards telling 
THS ROCKS the story of the music with- 
in. The photo depicts an old and worn 
piece of wood, nailed to an older wall 
and painted with the phrase “songs of 
hope, longing, sin and redemption.” 

Throughout the album, Byrnes lays 
down a gospel blues sound, fueled by 
a powerful Voice with just the right 
dose of rasp. Mixing solid originals 
like “Of Whom Shall I Be Afraid” and 
“Running Out of Time” with well-cho- 
sen covers like Robert Johnson’s “Last 
Fair Deal Gone Down” and Nick 
Lowe's "The Beast in Me,” Byrnes and 
an impressive band, led by produc- 
er/guitarist Steve Dawson, make you 
feel like you're a regular at a Deep 
South revival. 

If there's one track here that 
seems woefully misplaced, it’s 
Byrnes’ cover of Hoagy Carmichael’s 
“Stardust.” His restrained vocal on 
the old chestnut at first seems like a 
lightweight attempt at reaching out 
to the crowd who made Rod Stewart 
popular again with his American 
Songbook trilogy. That is, until you 
see the way the song appears in the 
tracklisting: “Stardust (for Mom).” 
Really, what defines hope and long- 
Ing more then Mom? And, if it takes 
a cover of this song for her to get 
over her son's sins and welcome his 
redemption, then so be it. 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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top 10 sellers 


01. the avalanche sufjan stevens 
02. happy new year oneida 
03..the eraser thom yorke 


04. not saying/just saying shout out out out out 
05. retum to cookie mountain tv on the radio 


06. s/t ladyhawk 

07. djinn funne! sun city girts 
08. the waming hot chip 

09. pink boris 

10. the looks mstrkrit 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


FOND OF TIGERS 
ATHING TO LIVE WITH 
DRIPAUDIO 


JARED MAJESKI / jared@vueweekly.com 

Fond of Tigers are a Van. 

couver-based seven-piece 

alt-jazz avant-garde 
THIS ROCKS hyphen-loving Beilective 
With two drum kits accompanying an 
arrangement of guitar, bass, keys, 
trumpet and violin, this band makes 3 
lot of different sounds. 

With avant garde, you sometimes 
don't quite know what you're get- 
ting yourself—and your ears—into 
FOT covers the range, as any up- 
and-coming avant-garde group 
should. “The Suburbs are For Love 
birds,” an encircling introduction 
opens the seven-track album 
“North” makes great use of an off- 
tempo drum beat set to a carnival of 
violins. “Elkore,” perhaps the 
bands’ most commercial-sounding 
song, starts with a semi-fuzzed gui- 
tar/bass riff over pick scrape 
melodies and chaotic drums. 

I've never been the person to listen 
to the iber-experimental. But for 
those who crave structure and repeti 
tion, this album is the perfect intro- 
duction into the world of avant guard 


PLEASE DISEASE 
VERONA RECORDS 
JOHN ESQUIVEL / john@vueweekly.com 
“If Comeback Kid weni 
post-hardcore or if Moneen 
TSI just sounded evil, you 
would have an idea of how much the 
Stickup rule and just how timeless 
their sound is,” reads the sticker 
slapped onto the plastic wrapping of 
Please Disease. | understand the moti- 
vation: if you like X band and Y 
band, you will be in the ballpark for 
this band. Why not just say that 
instead of talking about timeless- 
ness, or trying to tie a concept like i! 
a couple bands sounded slightly dil- 
ferent, you'd have an idea that the 
Stickup rule? Nothing sucks more 
than being an unknown band and 
trying to get people to give youl 
music a chance in a record store 
These stickers are just an embarrass 
ing fact about the music industry. 
The Stickup is an aggressive 
sounding mid-tempo band with 
sing/scream vocals, lots of epic, rifly 
guitar work and lots of time changes 
in the song, reminiscent of bands like 
Protest the Hero. The album is short 
and sweet, and it has a decent flow 
to it, with some clear thought about 
how to move listeners through 4 
range of feelings and emotions 
Sometimes you can tell where the 
songs are going, but often times, 
there are surprises and unexpected 
but pleasant turns. Kind of like the 
sticker says. 
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JOHN ESQUIVEL / john@vueweekly.com 

This first full-length from 
¢y Kelowna’s the Bleeding 

Alarm, produced by Westem 
TSISOK Canada great Travis Saun- 
Jers (Drive by Punch, the Johnsons, 
stutterfly), will likely bring joy to peo- 
sle who like those “Warped Tour” sort 
y bands. Indeed: I read a lot of great 
eviews for this record before pro- 
ecding to listen myself—the overall 
message of the reviews was that there 
was a new “maturity” of the music 
nd lyrics, which I’m afraid that I, uh, 
an’t hear, unfortunately. 

The band is trying too hard to be 
hat tightly packaged product that 
hey see from similar bands like 
Hawthorne Heights or Thrice, from 
their 12 000-friend MySpace profile 
with a video of them rocking out and 
straightening their hair to the slickly 
produced CD. 

| normally like Saunder's produc- 
tion, but I find this one forced and 
plastic sounding. The personality of 
what is a good live band is complete- 
ly sucked out by this attempt to run 
with the big boys. 1 only hope that on 
their next record this band can think 
more about how to bring out what 
sets them apart from all the bands 
that sound similar in every town 
across North America. Trash the 
Straightening irons and just be your- 
selves, boys. 


VIVEK SHRAYA 
A COMPOSITE OF STRAIGHT LINES 
SKINSONGS 


JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 
With all the hype surround- 
ing our Canadian music 
scene, it’s easy to forget that 
THS SUCKS Canadian indie sensibility is 
still in its nascent stages, with critics 
eager to crown new artists as the next 
Feist or Neko Case based on potential 
alone (cough, Hot Hot Heat, cough). 
There is a lot of potential in ex- 
Edmontonian Vivek Shraya’s EP, A 
Composite of Straight Lines, but sadly 
not much else. Shraya is in posses- 
sion of a very powerful voice remi- 
Niscent of Rufus Wainwright, and he 
'S more than willing to tell his listen- 
ers that, again and again—"We could 
be something big-ggg-eeee-rrrrrrr,” 
he croons on “The Alphabet,” for 
example. Simple lyrics become 
drawn-out homages to Robert 
'Goulet’'s stylings, pausing on every 
syllable to remind us that Shraya can 
hit the high note. 
\t appears that Shraya is still grow- 
‘ng, both as a songwriter and a 
_ Singer, so let's hope that A Composite 
of Straight Lines is part of his ugly 
duckling phase, with much better 
things to come. 


Allan Suarez discusses Orlando" 


Cachaito Lopez’s Cachaito 
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As the summer heat continues, this is 
the perfect time to look away from rock 
‘n’ roll and focus on the Latin beats. 

So who better to choose as a Dis- 
tant Replay interviewee than Allan 
Suarez, lead-man of Edmonton’s Radio- 
vacana, an outfit that, in Suarez’s own 
words, “want to provide an organic 
alternative to the dance floor.” 

Suarez and his seven bandmates 
create a fusion of Latin dance music 
forms with Caribbean and soul music. 
It's a mix that's aimed to please both 
fans of Latin music who love to salsa, 
but also introduce people weaned on 
electronic dancefloor beats to new, 
more organic styles of groove music. 

For Suarez, choosing one album as 
the one that most influenced his musi- 
cal career was tough. He narrowed it 
down to two choices: Orlando 
Cachaito Lopez's Cachaito and the 
self-titled 1998 effort by Afro-pop 
stars Bloqué. 

“This guitar-driven album is the 
best way to introduce rockers to Afro- 
Pop. It is like prog-rock for the dance 
floor," Suarez says of Bloque. “It is 
salsa, soca, blues, and grunge all at 
the same time. The songs tell tales of 
social injustice, love and parties. It is 
a great study for those who are into 
the fusion of styles, while it remains 
faw and unpretentious.” 

As for Cachaito, Suarez loves it 
because of the fact that Lopez, the 
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SMITHSONIAN FOLKWAYS 

Old timey strum-fest 

‘bout log cabins, beavers and 

The men who loved them 


seal 
DOMINO 


Classic re-release 
With extras and a fresh new 
Coat of turd polish! 


25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
LEGACY 
An ‘80s staple 


Turned classic bin liner 
At Value Village 


DJ CYBER-RAP 
FUNERAL 

RHEA 

Novelty MC 


Funny as hell but-also 
Fucking terrible 


famed Cuban bass player, updates 
Latin jazz with contemporary rhythms. 

“In this recording, the Cuban bass 
player basically delivers a psychedelic 
Latin jazz album,” says Suarez. “It fea- 
tures an all star rhythm section, 
including Jamaican organist Bigga 
Morrison and Cuban surf guitarist 
Manuel Galban. This album takes you 
through dub montunos with string 
arrangements, cha cha cha, break- 
beats, exotic polyrhythms, bebop and, 
finally, to the album's only vocal track, 
featuring the late Ibrahim Ferrer. This 
is too cool for elevators.” 

Lopez, a member of Cuba's famed 
Buena Vista Social Club, was already 
well known across his native Cuba 
before settling down in the studio to 
record this album in 2001. The record 
is considered a key moment in bring- 
ing Cuban music to the mainstream, 
furthering the work done in the late 
‘90s by the BVSC. 

And it's that willingness to make 
Latin music relevant for contemporary 
audiences that fires Suarez and his 
Radiovacana mates. You can get a 
sample of the band’s CJSR sessions 
online at radiovacana.com. w 


MSTRKRFT 

THE LOOKS 

LAST GANG 

Dance floor destroyers 

Are droppin’ more fresh beats than 
A one-armed grocer 


CUBAN BALLERINA 

FAT WRECK CHORDS 

Kids: “We love skate punk!” 
Record label: “We love cash!” 
Me: "I hate my job!” 


THE SPORES 
IMAGINE THE FUTURE 
SIDECHO 

Weird, fun, ‘lectro-pop, 


Sexy vocals and puppets 
Yeah, | said puppets 


SATYRICON 

NOW, DIABOLICAL 

CENTURY MEDIA 

Hmmm. For a bunch of 

Evil, church-burning vikings, 
They're pretty toothless 


EVERY MOVE A PICTURE 
HEART = WEAPON 


Retro = cool, 
Cool = corp'rate cash grab, 
And |= bored 


Na 


MONDAY | 
OCTOBER 2 


SS 


Tickets at the Winspear Centre Box Office, 
Charge by Phone 780-428-1414 
or online www.winspearcentre.com 


WINSPEAR 


CENTRE POMONTON JUERSAL 


Hot Shakes Cover Songs! 
Seat members of Fractal Pattern, 
THF Lost Deal, and totheteeth/tothehik 


BOTTI 


DAY AUGE fl 


SHOW AT 1000, A BENEFIT FOR WINHOUSE (EDMONTON 


MOGRVER CHARGE / DONATIONS ACCEPTED AT Sartee soon qq 
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JULY 27- AUGUST 2, 2006 MUSIC 


SOPY OF LIVING 10711-107 Ave 
‘by Tony Meers, the Director of 
ig. 3(7-8:30pm) * Free 


Unity of Edmonton Church, 
cee by Rev. Yvonne 
ry Tue {1-3pm) 
TOUR Meeting at: 10926-93 St 
‘of local homes featuring organic 
fruits, vegetables, herbs and medicinal 
July 29 (10am-2pm) * $30 


GHOST TOURS (WALKING) 
y_edmontonghosttours.com * Meet in front of the 
statue, next to Walterdale Playhouse, 10322- 
* Take a ghostly walk through Old Strathcona 
told about Strathcona’s ghosts 
Aug. 31, Mon-Thu (Spm) * $5 


DITATION 11403-101 St, 
gadensamtenling org (479-0014) * Gaden 
Ling Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Society by 
{obsang Dhamchoe; Beginner Tue (7pm); inter- 
diate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun 11am-1pm) 


ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-59-30) * For 
omen who are experiencing chaos as a result of a 
crisis and who feel isolated * Group meets each 


ARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall kids 
ground, 9231-100 Ave * Potluck picnic * Sun, 
og. 19(530pm) 
I EGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION (425-5895) « 
st at Bonnie Doon Recycle (466-6756); free guided 
iprax. 10 km at Ministik * Sun, July 30 (Sam) 


D EDIBLES WALKS Mill Creek Ravine, the upper 
wking fot at 95A St. north of 82 Ave, 
wprincess@shaw.ca * Join herbalist Robert Dale 
Rogers for an instructional walk * Sat, July 29 (1- 
30pm) * $35 


WOMEN IN BLACK |n front of the Old Strathcona 


jars’ Market * Silent vigil every Ist and 3rd Sat 
month, stand in silence for a world without vio- 
ice (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


GAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, 
xual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
dre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


SEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
Nttp//groups yahoo.cam/group/bwedmonton * Social 
jroup for bi-curious and bisexual women # 2nd Thu 


8 month (7:40pm) 


DOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * 
uarge tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


JUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) © 
pen daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love ® Tue: Free pool, 
Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild 
nite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellaw, Ashley 
ove, Yohko Oh-no, guests * Thu: Wet Undies Contest 
(12:30): with Du Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no ® Fri: DJ 
lvaro danee party, male strippers * Sat: Theme par- 
les, leather/fetish dungeon, free pool, pool tournament. 
DJ Arrowehaser * Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz 
vanca and Mz Vanity Fair (11pm), DJ Eddy Toonflash 
DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
© (482-7960) © Open 24/7 © 
/gayedmonton.com 
ONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
‘ww.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business 
Mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT busi- 
community * Second Wed ea month 


NETWORK OF ED SOCIETY 300, 11456 
‘ alate) br contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
og ‘Support services for people affected and 
fected ‘by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
Bferrals, Support groups, harm reduction, education, 

; ‘and public awareness campaigns 


IDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organi- - 


ation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and 
aueer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, 
ight allies and support staff © 3rd Thu ea month 
fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
Is@ualberta.ca} 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 


petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour. — 


aged to participate, Socializing after practices * Every 
‘Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 10010-109 St (488- 
3234) * Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm « 
Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month (1- 
6pm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: 
Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, 
Intefsexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 
Ist, 31d, fast Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody « 
Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social 
and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family 
Playgroup; 2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed 
movies and discussion afterwards; every Mon * 
Community Potluck Dinner: 2nd Mon ea month (7pm) 
* Womens Spirituality Group: Drumming circle 2nd 
Wed ea month (7pm), in Am 1 with Kucutzi « 
Bisexual Discussion Group: Mixed social and discus- 
sion group drop-in; 1st, 3rd Tue ea month (7pm) Rm A. 
with Vanessa edmbigroup@yahoogroups.com * TIO 
Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, transsexu- 
al, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; tti- 
qualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop- 
In: Every Wed (10:30am-3:30pm) with Jeff Bovee, 
488-3234 © HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other 
Thu (7pm) * In Together Out Together Get Together: A 
welcoming group for GLBT members in their 20s, 30s 
and 40s 1st and 3rd Fri ea month, hosted by Robert 
Blatchford * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth sup- 
port and social group; every Sat (7-Spm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy « NDP 
LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) © Open Thu Sun 
8pm-3am; Fri Sat Bpm-4am * Thu: Gorgeous featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxuci Tronic. Featuring Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and rotating game shows. Bands 
upstairs monthly « Fri: All Request Dance Party every 
Friday with DJ Jazzy * Sat: Always like New Years 
Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new 
music) upstairs ® Sun: A fabulous Drag show every 
Sunday featuring hostess Connie Lingua. Rotating 
Quests, live singers and drag Queens, with contests. $2 
cover; free pool all night long * Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
{noon) * Sat-Wed: With Annie and Tizzy (7-12pm) * 
Tue, Sat-Sun: Poo! tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ANTIQUE FAIR Multicultural Hertage Centre, 5411-51 


St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Sat, July 29 (9am-7pm) 


BIBUO TREK Strathcona Library temporary location, 
7506 Gateway Boulevard (496-3953) * Help move 
the library, take one book and walk eight blocks to the 
newly renovated heritage building * Sat, July 29 
{9:30am-noon) 


BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE Camrose (1-780-672-0224) 
© Featuring Hot Apple Pie, Lisa Hewitt, George Fox, 
Brett Kissel, Terri Clark, Tracy Millar, The Cruzeros and 
many more * Aug. 3-5 © Tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


BLUEBERRY BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Exhibition Park, Stony Plain (922-5527) * Featuring 
The Del McCoury Band, Lost Highway, Riverdale 
Bluegrass Band, Restless Lester. Tragically Hick and 
many more * Aug. 4-6 


CANMORE FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL Centennial 
Park, Canmore (403-678-2524) * Featuring Susan 
Aglukark, Jane Siberry, Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, Bob 
Brozman, The Cottars, The Duhks, and many more * 
Aug. 5-7 * Tickets available at TicketMaster 


CAPITAL EX Northlands Park, 116 Ave, 73 St, 

www capitalex.ca * Edmonton's newly renamed and 
renovated exhibition featuring shows like Ed Fest, Global 
Connections and Northwest Originals * July 27-29 


GLOBAL VISIONS FILM FESTIVAL Metro Cinema 
Zeidler Hall, Main Fl, Citadel Theatre, 9828-1014 Ave 
© Our Own Private Bin Laden, directed by Samira 
Goetschel * Thu, July 27 (7pm) © $8 (adult)/S6 (stu- 
dent/senios) 


HERITAGE FESTIVAL Hawrelak Park ® A multi-cul- 
tural sampling of food, performances, crafts, and 
clothing * August 5-7; Sat (12-9pm), Sun (10am-Spm), 
Mon (10-7pm) 


HISTORICAL BUS TOURS Buses leave from the 
north side of City Hall, bus stop 1123 * The first tour 
of the day will be to the Highlands area and second 
tour of the day will be to the Glenora area * Until 
Aug. 17 (Tue, Thu at 1:30pm and 7pm; and Sat at 
10:30am and 2pm) * $5 at TIX on the Square 


HISTORIC FESTIVAL Various venues. www.alber- 
tahistory.org * Historic festival including Edmonton 
and the Athabaska district featuring tours and activi- 
Ties at museums and historic sites and community 
events that showease rural life, agriculture and cultur- 
al heritage * Until July 30 


ILLUMINATE: SHINING THE LIGHT ON THE 


Peter eee 


Citadel, ~*~ 


Tucker Amphitheatre © Featuring Isokan Africa 
(African drum and dance ensemble), Bollywood and 


Flamenco dancers, Yoga demonstration, fashionshow * 


and an art installation highlighting the digital, sculpt- 
ed and photographic art * July 29 (8:30pm door) « 
$25 at TIX on the Square, Bamboo Ballroom, door 

UA FETE FRANCO-ALBERTAINE Kinsmen Rodeo 
Park, St. Albert * Featuring francophone artists 
including Pierre Sabourin, Chicoutiguy, Ariane Maryke, 
Raphael Freynet, Plefades. les Gigeux, Sylvain Henri- 
Simard and Jonathan Davies, and the winning group 
from La Chicane albertaine, Descendu de la machine, 
Saskatchewan's Les Cireux d’Semelles and New 
Brunswick's Acadia * July 28-30 $20 (adult)/$20 
(weekend pass: youth 14-17)/$40 (weekend pass 
adult)/$100 (family pass) 

RUN OR WALK FOR PEACE Laurier Park, 13315 
Buena Vista Rd, www.youcan.ca * Sun, July 30 
(9:30am) * $25, register at www.runningroom.com 
SASQUATCH GATHERING Near Easyford, SW of 
Edmonton * Featuring entertainment by the AA 
Sound System, Bill Bourne, Circuitry, Kevin Cook Trio, 
The Cracker Cats, Johnny Eden, The Fates, Fabulous 
Bee Feeders, Tim Harwill, The Hut Crew, Laurelle and 
C-Note, Gary Lee, Prairie Tales, Melissa Majeau and 
the Muse, Mile Zero Dance, Radiovacana, Erin Ross, 
Shamik, John Spear, The Time Flies, Trevor Tehir and 
Zoe * July 28-30 © $40 (ady at Blackbyrd)/$50 (gate) 
incl. rustic camping; free (child 12 and under) 
SUNDAY IN THE CITY Sir Winston Churchill Sq © A 
free, family event, part of A Taste of Edmonton 
Festival includes diverse activities, displays and 
entertainment, and a vintage car show * July 23 


TASTE OF EDMONTON Sir Winston Churchill Square 
© Until July 29 


TRI-A TASTE Rotary Park, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
Sat, Aug. 5 (Sam-1pm) 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) * Every Thu and 
Sat (Spm): James, Mr. Entertainment * Every Sun 
(7pm): James, Mr. Entertainment 


CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St * Every Tue 
(Spm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) « 
Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472- 
7696) * Every Thu 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd * 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (Spm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue-Wed 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Every 
Fri (Bpm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke 
Productions 


HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu (8:30pm): 
with Prosound Productions 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing 
Shaw 

LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway 
Blvd (431-5815) * Every Sun (Bpm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) « Fridays 
karaoke (5pm-late}: with Chris 


MO0JO'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * 
Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every 
Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * 
Every Thu (Spm-tam) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) © 

Karaoke Mondays: Every Mon (Spm); Hosted by Mr. 
Entertainments’ Scott Parsons * Salsa and the City 
Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons; every Thu (9pm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 * Every Wed (9pm-lam} with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


ORLANDO'S 3 6104-104 St * Every Mon (Spm-lam) 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall (W), 135 St, 113 Ave (451- 
8022) ® Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am); with Gord from 
Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A 
Campus * Hey, What Are These Tunes Called”: Name 
That Tune every Tue with Colin Krieger * Karaoke, baby: 
every Wed (Spm): with Colin and Darrell 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, {0504-101 St 
(423-2499); every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) # OW 
Stratheana, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat 
(9:30pm-1:30am) © 99 St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (Spm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 

SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) © Every Tue, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 

YESTERDAY'S St. Albert * Every Thu (9:0pm-2am): 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

‘ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432-5853/436- 
5047) © Karaoke Nights: Every Fri (10pm-2am) 


EVENTS 
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of the dance-fantasy closet 


5 TOTALLY GAY 


SS | LWKEFOSTER 
S| totallygay@vueweekly.com 


As a young boy, | used to dream of the 
day when | would grow up and become 
bigger than the small town | lived in. It 
wouldn't be able to contain me any- 
More, and the moment that day arrived, 
| would depart for the dirty streets of 
Toronto in order to pursue the career | 
imagined would bring me the most fame 
and success: becoming a dancer on 
Electric Circus. 

Once | made it to the big city, with no 
more than a penny to my name, | would 
be discovered one afternoon, while walk- 
ing down Queen Street West past Much- 
Music Headquarters, by a sharp-dressed, 
no-nonsense television producer who 
saw—from just from the way | carried 
myself—that | had a natural flair for 
movement, and he would invite me to be 
a regular on the program | had previously 
only watched on TV every Friday night. 

Unnaturally shiny and buff, | would 
make my debut on EC and after my first 
interview with the exotic Juliette Powell, 
who was the host back then, | would 
immediately become a featured performer 
who's gyrating torso would receive the 
most close-up shots from cameras one 
and two on subsequent shows. 

! was 12 and at the time, and | only 
had a vague idea of what a “rave” was. 
Sadly, my six-pack abs never appeared, 
and to this day | still have trouble walk- 
ing down the sidewalk without tripping 
On something that isn’t even there. But 
following the crushing realization that | 
would never make it as a nationally tele- 
vised go-go boy, | figured out that | was 
gay and looked forward to hitting up the 
gay bar every weekend to dance, dance, 
dance the night away past my bedtime. 
A stint on Electric Circus may have been 
out of the picture, but that didn’t mean | 
couldn't continue to live the dream! 

Not long after | became of legal age, 
though, my disillusionment with the gay 
bar as a substitute for the glamourous 
dance party | used to hold each Friday by 
myself in my mom’s basement set in 
faster than you can say “Sook-Yin Lee.” | 
do appreciate the novelty of breaking 
out the mid-'90s techno and the retro 
hits from the divas who had their heyday 
back in the ‘70s and ‘80s every time | go 
there to boogie. Well, at least my het- 
erosexual sister does. But | need solid, 
consistent beats and sing-out-loud lyrics 
that promote frantic gesticulation. | don’t 
share the same sentiments of late-’80s 
Whitney or Cher, and I'll never be able to 
get down all dirty-like to the latest Sean 
Paul/Shawn Desmond. | physically can't. 
I'm too Catholic and white. 


AFTER SPENDING too much time hang- 
ing out with enough music snobs to rec- 
ognize the merits of every musical 
genre, | know good dance music when | 
hear it. Whether it’s rock, punk, power- 
pop, reggae, soul or even some of the 
techno that probably still lingers around 
the MuchMusic studios years after EC 
went off the air, | now know the kind of 
music you can dance good to. 

And that's what the following list is: 


11 songs that should be in constant ro@ 
tion at any gay bar, if they aren't already. 
The only thing they have in common is 
that they're totally danceable and you can 
sing along with them like a tool without 
the slightest hint of self-awareness 


1. “Deceptacon,” Le Tigre 
| swear | have a tiny orgasm each time | 
hear this song. 


2. “Me Plus One,” Annie 

Any kind of hip-hop/R&B/reggae shod 
be off limits at the gay bar. There's 
nothing more disturbing than watching 
skinny white boys attempting Beyoncé’s 
chest-thrusts and booty-shakes against 
one another. “Me Plus One” is a decent 
substitution from cheeky Norwegian DJ 
Annie. It’s still got back but not that 
kind of back. 


3. “Tits on the Radio,” Scissor Sisters 
The gayest band in the whole world ful- 
fils the stereotype that flamers are the 
finest purveyors of the hottest, sweati- 
est, campiest grooves. 

Se 
4. “| Need Some Fine Wine ... ,"The 
Cardigans 
“Sit ... good dog! Stay ... bad dog!” 


5. “Valentine,” The World Provider fea- 
turing Feist 

A recent find—free to download from 
Pitchfork’s website—it could easily 
become a summer club hit if only people 
were as cool as | think | am 


6. “Dude You Feel Electrical” by Shout 
Out Out Out Out 

From their forthcoming LP, Not 
Saying/Just Saying, the local super- 
group has figured out a way to make 
futuristic synths and robotic voces 
sound current. If you've ever been to one 
of their shows, you know there's never 
anyone standing still 


7. “Beat of My Heart” by Hilary Duff 

The Duffster is the new Tiffany and 
“Beat of My Heart” is the new “I Think 
We're Alone Now.” The guiltiest of all 
musical preasures 


8. “Dirty Mind” by The Pipettes 

Clap your hands along with The Pipettes, 
a flirty polka-dotted trio from the UK 
who sing infectious swingin’ songs 
straight out of the “60s about boys, 
dancing, and, well, boys. s 


9. “Monster Hospital (MSTRKRFT 
Remix)” by Metric 

A great remix like this one can make 
even the most totally danceable song 
even better. 


10. “Operate” by Peaches 

Dirty-girl Peaches should be one of the 
biggest gay icons out there, but not one 
gay guy I've talked to since | found out 
she’s coming to Edmonton in August 
knows who she is. Heresy! = 
11. “Atomic” by Blondie 

The good kind of retro because 30 years 
later, it's still as fresh as Debbie Harry 
and company were back in the Studio 
54-era NYC. w 
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IES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

e honest man must be a perpetual 
renegade,” said French essayist Charles 
Péguy. The honest woman must be one, 
too, |! would add. While that’s always a 
good rule to keep in mind, it will be espe- 
cially apropos for you in the coming 
weeks, Aries. If you hope to remain true 
to yourself and in alignment with your 
highest integrity, you will have to main- 
tain a rebellious vigilance. By the way, 
that does not mean you should constantly 
be.agitated, fuming and off-kilter. On the 
contrary, the healthiest insurrectionary 
fervor you can muster will be full of exu- 
berance and joie de vivre. 


TAURUS (APA 20- MAY 20) 
“One morning | came upon a small 
demonstration on a street corner,” wrote 
Sparrow in The Sun. “Several men were 
holding signs that said BRING BACK 
DUSK, and shouting, ‘Dusk! Give us 
dusk!’ ‘But dusk will come again this 
evening,’ | pointed out to one of them. 
‘We don’t care,” he replied, with a wild 
look. ‘We want it now!”” If and when you 
become impatient in the coming week, 
aurus, remember Sparrow's story. 
Progress will proceed at its own pace, not 
yours. The peaches will ripen when they 
are ready, not necessarily when you are. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

In their article “Most Popular Myths in 
Science” (tinyurl.com/h2mya), editors at 
LiveScience.com analyzed ideas that are 


dear to conventional wisdom. They 
debunked the notions that lightning never 
strikes twice in the same place, that 
humans only use 10 per cent of their 
brains, and that it's safe to eat food that 
has been on the floor for less than five 
seconds. But they affirmed certain other 
“myths.” A falling cat does pretty much 
always land on its feet, they found. 
Yawning is indeed contagious. Eating two 
poppy seed bagels can produce a positive 
result for opiates on a drug test. | bring 
this up, Gemini, as a prod to get you to 
take inventory of your own opinions, 
assumptions and storylines. This is a per- 
fect moment to not just question your 
beliefs, but to give them the third degree. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

The dreams you have in the coming 
nights may be disturbing. You should not, 
however, view these dreams as bad 
omens. If you respond to them correctly, 
they will not turn out to be prophecies 
about literal developments in your waking 
life. And what is the correct response? 
Toughen up the part of you whose feel- 
ings are too easily hurt. Strengthen the 
protection that surrounds your vulnerabili- 
ties. Stand up for yourself with a courage 
that is graceful, not macho. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

Travel writer Bruce Chatwin walked 
around Australia as he researched and 
meditated on the indigenous people's 
beliefs about what the land was like in the 
ancient past. He wrote: “Aboriginal cre- 
ation myths tell of the legendary totemic 
beings who wandered over the continent 
in the Dreamtime, singing out the name of 
everything that crossed their path—birds, 


2 CLASSIFIEDS 


IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
\WE WEEXLY PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BERDRE PUBLICATION 


FOR RENT—NEAR U OF A 


Near U of A, 1 bedroom bsmt suite, $600/month inc! 
utilities, $600 dam dep, dog OK, quiet student pre- 
ferred. 721-5822. 


HELP WANTED 


Full time receptionist wanted. Apply in person or call 
for more details 
10536-124 Street, phone 496-9977. 


Picture framer required, excellent opportunity, 
benefits. e-mail resume: info@picturethisgallery.com 
or fax: 464-1493. Ph 467-3038. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/nr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


WANTED: GRAPHIC DESIGN/PRODUCTION person for 
marketing and promotions 
division of an international book publisher based in 
Edmonton. Contact 
xidavis@lonepinepublishing.com 


6 POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE 


3 shifts, AM, PM and 
evenings. 


Paid weekly. 


Students and 
Homemakers welcome. 


702-5519 


animals, plants, rocks, waterholes—and 
so singing the world into existence.” Given 
the fact that you're now primed to create a 
new domain or two, Leo, may | suggest the 
aborigines’ approach? You'll infuse every- 
thing with extra beauty if you play around 
with singing it into existence. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Once upon a time, you asked a certain 
someone for a blessing. Instead, he or 
she blasted you with a curse. The debili- 
tating blow of that bad magic hit you 
right smack in the place that was ripe for 
the blessing you requested. What a 
tragedy! Now, at last, you're wise and 
strong enough to defeat the power of that 
old curse. Here's the first step: under- 
stand that the seed of the blessing you 
once needed (and still need) is hidden 
within and obscured by the curse. Figure 
out what that blessing is, and it will 
Teveal to you what to do next. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

| foresee the possibility of a Jerry Springer 
kind of week ahead for some of you 
Libras. You might seek romantic relation- 
ships with incarcerated criminals, or 
embark on a diet that requires you to eat 
three pints of ice cream per day, or try to 
take out your frustrations by spitting in the 
faces of unhinged teenage boys in mosh 
pits at punk concerts. On the other hand, 
there is also the possibility that many of 
you Libras will be pursuing unusual depar- 
tures from the routine that would be more 
appreciated by the Dalai Lama than Jerry 
Springer. For instance, you might teach 
your skills to a class in a penitentiary, or 
go on a juice fast to purify yourself in 
preparation for a confrontation with abu- 


CJSR FM 88 
Edmonton's Campus/Community radio station is 
looking for a new Marketing & Public Relations Director. 
Work with volunteers, promote the station, field ad 
inquiries, write ad scripts, and organize FunDrive. 
Requirements: excellent communication skills, 
creativity, time management and initiative. 
Send cover letter and resume to jobs@cjsr.com 
or fax to 492-3121. More details at www.cjsr.com. 
Deadline is July 31. 


Help Wanted 


Are you a music fan looking for part-time 
work? 
Come join our team! 

Please drop a resume off in person 
Tuesday through Sunday after 8p.m., 
and Thursdays from 12p.m. on, at: 
10030-102 St 
Or call 428-1099 for more info 
Hiring all positions 


The Starlite Room and 
Velvet Underground 


sive authorities, or express your righteous 
indignation at injustice by volunteering at 
a battered women’s shelter. Whether you 
go more in the direction of Jerry Springer 
or the Dalai Lama will all depend on how 
craftily you wield your free will. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Many people regard Evangeline Lilly, star 
of TV's Lost, as an exceptionally attractive 
woman. When she was younger, that was 
a problem for her. “| spent many nights 
crying myself to sleep,” she has said, 
“wishing | was ugly because of the way 
men leered at and disrespected me.” In 
my studies of human nature, I've found 
that most of us, like Lilly, have had a tor- 
mented relationship with our most extrav- 
agant assets. Fortunately for you, 
Scorpio, you now have an enhanced 
Capacity to be at peace with and thor- 
oughly enjoy the potent effects your 
beauty and power have on the world. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

Philosopher Robert Anton Wilson wrote an 
article called “How to Live Eleven Days in 
24 Hours.” I'm borrowing the title to serve 
as your theme in the coming days. Your 
instinct for smart risks is finely tuned, and 
your ability to cram adroit intensity into 
every one of your experiences is high—so 
much so that you could probably harvest 
11 days’ worth of sexy lessons in several 
different 24-hour periods just ahead. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

“Hundreds of articles in medical journals 
claiming to be written by academics or 
doctors have been penned by ghostwriters 
in the pay of drug companies,” according 
to The Observer (snipurl.com/nqso). Is this 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world, Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


PICTURE FRAMES 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408, 


one more sign of corruption in the pharr,,, 
ceutical industry? Yes. And further ey; 
dence that you should be very skeptica| af 
all authorities everywhere? Sure. But jy, 
also a metaphor that could prove usefy to 
keep in mind as you navigate your Way 
through the riddles you'll soon encounte, 
Be alert for the possibility that what yo, 
see is not what you're actually getting — 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

This week should be Pretty 
crunchalicious, Aquarius. You know, Crisp 
and delectable, chewy and pleasing tg 
your inner four-yeat-old—like a breakfay 
cereal with three different sweet tastes 
packed into puff balls that softly explode 
in your mouth. The only potential problem, 
is that you could keep wolfing down the 
treats without any regard for how the 
experience might make you feel late; | 
suggest that you enjoy the feast Slowly 
pausing every now and then to monito, 
whether you're close to being excessively 
stimulated or over-satiated. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

Some observers have expressed derisive 
opinions about Guy Boos, a Wisconsin 
man who hurled his washing machine 
down a flight of stairs and pumped it fu(| 
of bullets with his .25-caliber gun. |, on 
the other hand, admire those who take 
out their frustration and rage on inani 
mate objects rather than on animals oy 
other human beings. That's why | advise 
you to consider Boos's methodology if yay 
find yourself on the verge of boiling over 
Pisces. Don't repress your negative fee! 
ings, but find a way to express them that 
doesn't cost you anything more than a lit- 
tle money. w 


SERVICES 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? 

FANTASTIC RATES = 

GUARANTEED APPROVAL 

\ 4 10 EASY RECONNEC T RECONNECTED 
1-8 


771-446-5877 
DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE MONEY! 


isp ING A PROBLEM? 
[sxe 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 SF 
Great Downtown location at the Great West Saddlery 
Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092 


___ CLASSIFIEDS 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. Hardwood 
‘floors, ier ing room, ‘ 
room and bath in basement. 

oe Steel fence. $132,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


~ ARTIST TO ARTIST 


EE*FREECFREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
alenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


VUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 

~ prize must be accepted as awarded 

~ fo one may enter any contest more 
than once 

~ you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

~ no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold hut may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
fumber of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
Unclaimed after 15 days 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Music photographer seeking solo artists to build port- 


folio on a time for prints basis. www.davenoel.com 


The luxurious newly built Century Dinner Theatre is 
now holding auditions for its grand opening fall pro- 
duction of “The Three Musketeers”. Actors with 
strong singing and movement abilities are being con- 
sidered, Comedic talent is an asset. Please call 619- 
6193 for an audition appointment 


Planet Ze Design Contre seeks models, actors, singers, 
dancers, visual artists, performing artists and other talents 
in regards to fashion week. Call 428-3499 for info. 


Fringe Vaudeville Review 
contortionists, accordion Frame! tcalgea INCers, etc. 
Pleass leave detailed message 455 5521. 


ART XPRESSED! Weeklong art camps for creative 


kids at Harcourt House. For more info call: 
426-4180 or see http://harcourthouse.ab.ca 


Open Auditions July 30, 2006. Male and Female 


“ctor recontaton- Call 4073880 for nfo. 


Justice and Fair Trade in St Albert: Call for Fair 
Trade vendors/groups. Ph: 459-5511. 


Female sitcom/screenwriter w/good humour and 
conceptual continuity. Infl Duckman, Drew Cary, 
Futurama, and Family Guy. Mike 634-1134. 


Call for Alberta Artists forthe Open Art 
oe at the Little Church Gallery, Deadline: 
Aug. 29. Ph 962-0664 or e-mail to alliedao@shaw.ca or 


visit www.members.shaw.ca/alliedac. 


Cortex, a visual art show for the Edmonton Poetry 
Festival is — poets and visual artists. Call 
Philip 437-5014, e-mail satoreye@shaw.ca. 


Call to Enter: Artsiiab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


MUSICIANS 


Singer wanted for metal band. Phone 445-9779. 
Www.myspace.com\inoathoshera. 


Country Female singer/songwriter wanting 
country musican’s asap. www.ambrehaydey.com, 
780-914-9813 


Former lead singer of the Las Vegas Crypt Keepers 
poe for serious band to perform some covers 


originals. Contact Paul at (780) 634-9553 


Lead singer ing for guitarist, drummer, bassist 
to form hard metal band. Looking for 
hardworking, layal bandmates to start original band 

Wetaskiwin. 1-780-352-3965 or justinlc@telus net 


Lost Highway apenas workshop: Sat, July 23, 


Katie's Crossing, Strathcona County (corner of 
Baseline Rd and Rae Rd 221. Ph 922-7008 for info. 


looking for musicians who would play in an open 
stage format for the inner city event on Fr, July 21 
(11am-3pm). Contact Earl, Bissell Centre 423-2285, 


Jazz/tunk trio needs additional percussion, 
horns, keys, female vocalist (appearance and per- 
sonality important). Leave message 473-0610 


Bass Player available for “employment” Young, 
neat appearance, experienced, gear, all styles of 
music. Leave message 473-0610. 


VOLUNTEER 


Experienced modern metal band seeks experi- 
mental bassist. |nfluences: Tool, Deftones, old 
Incubus. Pro gear, pro attitude. Casey 221-0419. 


The UCSN (Urban Core Support Network) are 


Start Your Program Today for a job Tomorro 


we s 


ry rie 


| 
i} 
| 


AL tl 


Job Placement Assistance 
Scholarships Available 


— = 
SD 


Si 


-Classes start soon 
- Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


a . 


THU | FRI SAX 


TOLL FREE 
1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


LATITUDE 58 are looking for volunteers for upcomina 
bingos on August 28, Contact lisa.tougas@lati- 
tude53.0rg or Ph 423-5353. Check 
www. latitude53.ora/opportunities/volunteer html 


Voluntesr at Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre: Volunteer Pottery Instructor. Ph Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


Volunteer in Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Dining Room, Ph Terrie Shaw, 433-5808. 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


Donate unwanted items to the Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre for the Falling Leaves Bazaar: Sat, 
Sept. 30. No clothes or large appliances, 10831 
University Ave (Sam-4pm) 


Red Cross is seeking energetic, ates he com- 
mitted community members to become Volunteer 
Prevention Educators for its RespectED: Violence 


© Stylish. confident. experienced 


© Retail managen 


pox 


Experience is pre 


* Computer i y required. Experier 


boxes 


pracy required 


Be self-directed and able to work indepenc 
© Enjoy working in a yery 


* Be 
° 


® Possess superior customer-s 


Compensation for the abave positions is ne 


SECTION 
THREE LINES So 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Gravity Pope provides Canada with the most forward footwear and 
clothing fashions available emphasizing modern, unique style 
Gravity Pope is hiring for the following full-time positions: 


Manager Clothing Department 


Sales Associates 
® Retail experience is ana 


Shipper Receivers 
© Physically fit individuals required - capable 


Management s 
General Shipping and Administration Clerks 
© Physically fit individuals required - capable of lifting 

up to ; 
Experience with Microsof 
terized accounting and inventory managemer 
vehicle preferred 
All individuals applying for the 
¢ Be able to prior 


* Possess excellent communication an Qk ational 


s flexible 


and benetit 


Please forward cover letter and resume by e-mail to stella@gravitypope com or 
greg@gravitypope.com, or by fax to (780) 433-1082. State which position applying for in 
cover letter. NO PHONE CALLS - 


FR gravitypope 


and Abuse Prevention program. Rex 
sive 10-day relationship violenc 
session this fall. Trained voluntee: 
deliver Relationship Violence Prevention pi 
tions. Contact Deanna Key (780) 423-2680, E 
fa key@redcross.ca. www.ted 


an inten- 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program 2t U o 
seeks individuals suffering from severe PRS fo 
research study, Ph 407-3775 


Brain Neurobiology Research ram at U of A 
seeks individuals suttering from PANIC ATTACKS for 
research study. Ph 407 Reimbursement provided 


seeks individua ng from SO! 
Reimbi 


Brain Neurobiology Research fale at U 
i PH 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program 2 
seeks individ q from POSTP, 


e 


Hruine NIVING, Pack nd ship 


| oriented 


kills. Love working wit! 
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Down with disease down there 


S| AUTSEX.COLUMN 


| inne NEMERSON 
altsex@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR ANDREA: 

My sister introduced me to one of her 
best friends. She’s a wonderful girl, smart 
and tough and funny and cute and accom- 
plished. She travelled the world and is a 
field biologist. She's exactly the kind of 
woman | dream of. 

On our second date, if you can call it 
tha®, we spent nearly four days straight 
together. The more we are together the 
more we want to be together. So here's 
the rub. One night my sis and | were talk- 
ing about herpes and she told me that 
this girl once had a genital fever blister. 
She also said, (she’s a biologist too) that 
she had 95 per cent confidence in the 
information 

Now clearly | can’t betray my sister's 
confidence by just blurting out some blunt 
question, and | don’t much care for 
games. So I've offered to get tested and 
intimated that | would like her to as well. 
You know, as a way to let the evidence 
spaak for itself, and nobody gets hurt. 
She demurred and said something like, 
“What for, we've already pretty much 
taken our chances.” 

What do | do? | know my chances of 
picking herpes up without her being bro- 
ken out are somewhat less than 10 per 
cent, so I'm kind of playing the numbers 
right now, but | think she should have 
already been honest with me. Don't you? 


/ mean that’s what a real relationship is 
founded on. What's to be done? | like her 
a lot. How do | keep the romance alive 
and figure out what | might be picking up 
all at the same time? 

LOVE WHAT GOOD CAN COME OF THIS? 


DEAR WHAT: 

You have no idea what you could be pick- 
ing up, and neither, to be fair, does she. 
As many as 75 per cent of people infect- 
ed with HSV are asymptomatic or oblivi- 
ous, so what makes you so special? You 
could have been infected for years and 
been merrily spreading it from blossom to 
blossom like a busy little bee, all 
unawares. Anybody could. While | think 
many AIDS educators go way overboard 
insisting that everyone is equally at risk 
and every new contact should be 
assumed positive until proven otherwise, 
it's surely true of herpes: anyone could 
have it, and most of us do. | have no idea, 
for instance, whether | am immune (I've 
never had the slightest hint of a cold sore 
or anything suspicious down there) or am 
simply another asymptomatic shedder, 
merrily spreading et cetera. 

Herpes is usually tested for with a 
swab at the site, but there are blood tests 
available for the asymptomatic and curi- 
ous. Hardly anyone gets them. They're 
expensive and inconvenient and most 
people never even think about herpes 
unless they know they've been exposed 
or have developed symptoms. | don’t 
blame them, either. What could be more 
“out of sight, out of mind” than some- 
thing you've never seen and would rather 


not think about? 

All this aside, a “genital fever blister” 
like your ladyfriend reputedly had that 
one time almost certainly counts as a 
symptom. While there are herpes-ish 
things that can pop up in or around the 
mouth— canker sores, pizza mouth—a 
blistery lesion on the genitals is over- 
whelmingly likely to be the real thing (of 
course, she added cheerfully, it could 
have been syphilis!). It's also pretty com- 
mon to have one outbreak and never have 
another, although as I’m sure you know 
the herpes is not gone, nor should it be 
forgotten. It is merely hiding. An infection 
tends to get less virulent over time and is 
harder to spread from female to male 
(that 10 per cent figure you quoted proba- 
bly referred to transmission from male 
to female, and to monogamous, non-safe- 
sex-having couples over the course of a 
year, not a three-day one-night stand) but 
you could, | suppose, have been unlucky. 
In the absence of suddenly-appearing 
sores, though, you'll probably never know. 
Now what do you want to do about it? 

Assuming the lady ever even had that 
outbreak, she did owe it to you to fess up. 
This does not absolve you of failing to 
think about, ask about, or take responsi- 
bility for avoiding infection yourself, 
though, does it? It takes two to tango, 
tangle, or transmit, after all. 

If you don’t like games, don't “intimate” 
things; ask them. If you want to know if 
you got infected, get a blood test. If you 
want the girl, call her. | don’t see where 
any of these are mutually exclusive. 

LOVE, ANDREA 
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‘For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 970,000 
Ad Profiles 


6-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


i 
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Romantic 
ho 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


ZOIE, Dolly blonde, petite. Fun, tan loves to tease, 
open mined. Call 413-0580 
Lic. # 56958547-001 


INDEPENDANT Ene 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY. 
413-0294 (24/7) 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 


with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


MIA 443-5954 
BUSTY BLACK BEAUTY, 36DD, 29"/38" 
Long Black Hair, Available 24/7, Call Now! 
# 45820901-001 


Busy AGENCY 


looking for 


RELIABLE ESCORTS 


that want calls 
and want to work 


Call Marci at 
310-GIRL (4475) 


ASHLEY 486-5381 
Unbelievably Beautiful, Thick Blonde Hair, 
Green Eyes, 25yrs, 5'10", 120 Ibs, 36C-27-34 
moly Fit. 
# 40629145/50450295 


GIA 486-5783 | 
Mediterranean, Black Hair, Green Eyes, 105ibs, 5"; 
20yrs, 32D-24-32, Implants, Wild & Crazy, 
#55595151/50450295 


JADE 486-5381 
FULFILLS FANTASIES 
Long Brunette/Blonde, Blue ied 22s, 320-25-79 
Dom & Fetish. 
#5045295 


488-6988 
FORMER MISS. NUDE EDMONTON Mature 37 yrs 
5'10°, 125 lbs, 36B-26-36 Blonde Hair, Truly 24/7 
#7063709/504S0285 


NATASHA 486-5652 
YOUNG, FUN & SPORTY! Long Brown Hair, Blue 
Eyes, 52", 105 Ibs, 32B 26"/29", 20 yrs 
#57782793-001 


-BORMN2 SD 


443.5954 
BARELY 
LEGAL 


WWW.310GIRLS.COM 


Young & fun college girls, newly licensed 
beauties available for you. Anytime. 
Costumes & mistresses also available. 


* A. 
Sale - Discreet 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


« Anonymous® 714 


VOLUNTEER 


Donate items to Change For Children, 

DVD player; Mini DV Camera; Photo/art frames; LCD 
Projector, digital camera; External hard-drives; office 
supplies; photocopier & printer; lap top computer 
(minimum 512mb/1GHZ) ; VCR player; TV with DVD. 
connections, book shelves and Plants. Change For 
Children, 2nd Fir, 10808-124 St, (780) 448-1505. 


Oe 
Volunteers needed to teach English as as Second 
Language to newcomers during the summer 
Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


— 
Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
bi aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


SW EEE 
Volunteer Yoga Instructor wanted at Strathcona 
ee tealer Contre. Ph Rita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807, 


———_—————————— 
Tho Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs vol- 
untaers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. For 
information and pes training dates ph 423- 


Holp to broadcast news nationally for the blind 
and orint-restricted! Email edmonton@voiceprintcana- 
da.com, or call 451-8331. 


———— 
Volunteer for the Canadian Birkebeiner Society 
E-mail: info@canadianbirkie.com/ 
\Wwww.canadianbirkie.com / Ph; 430-7153. 


ESi Tutors urgently needed. Call PALS. 424-5514. 
Help someone learn English as a second language. 
Training materials provided. 


Mentors for Children/Youth. Supportive adult role 
models needed to share time and interests with kids in 
care. Evening or weekend placements, 2-3 hrs/wk. 
Various locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357. 


“Human Rights City Edmonton: Take part in a new 
survey: www. johnhumphreycentre.org 


CPAWS Edmonton Boreal Education: Volunteer 
Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed. Team at edu- 
cation@cpaws-edmonton.org for info. 


Living Positive, looking for volunteers to help with 
programs and fundraising activities. Ph 488-5768, e- 
im: info@edmlivingpositive.ca for info. 


Become e distress line volunteer. Training classes 
begin in Sept or Nov. Ph The Support Network, 732- 
6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Assist new immigrants on a bus trip to a grocery store 
to shop for essentials. Ph Judy 424-3545, ext 249. 
Literacy Tutors Needed. Assist adults with devel- 
opmental disabilities to acquire basic reading and 
writing skills. Support provided. 1-2hrs/wk. Various 
locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357. 


Teach classroom English to adult immigrants. 
Flexible daytime, weekdays 3-4hrs//wk. Ph Judy 424- 
3545, ext. 249. 


Local Food Basket Seeks Volunteers 
Food Basket, Ph (780) 413-4525 
www.wecantood.com 


ise eee 
The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs vol- 
unteers to take calls on their 24-hour Crisis Line. Ph. 
423-4102 for training dates. 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221 


SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 
help to open the gates to community living in your area. 


Society of Seniors Caring About Seniors (SSCAS), 
drivers needed to assist frail seniors to appoint- 
ments; $8/ride. Ph Val 465-0311. 


TEACH COOKING: Share recipes with immigrants, 
Thu or Sat. Ph Judy 424-3545, ext. 249. 


Teach survival English to adult immigrants, Tue, 7- 
Spm. Ph Judy 424-3545, ext. 249. 


LET'S GO! Help newcomers learn about their commu- 
nity. Summer only. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


Wecan Food Basket Seeks Volunteers: 
Opportunity for people on limited incomes to access 
quality nutritious food at affordable prices. Volunteers 
needed in the Bonnie Doon area to help process food 
orders. Ph 413-4525. 


INFERTILITY? WANTED: Females 
18+ encountering infertility for year or more, describe 
experience of infertility for research study at the U of A. 
Rachel at 451-9005 or infertilityresearch@hotmail.co 


If you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
Cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other returned volunteers visit www.volcall.org 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hatmail.com 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative, leaders 


who want to leam more about liver health. Computer 
designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa-444-1547, 


Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In ounselling 482-INFO (4636) The Support 
Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY? Female participants 


aged 18+ wanted for UofA study exploring women's 
experiences of infertility. Ph Rachel 451-9005, infertil- 
ityresearch@hotmail.com. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 


Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


Volunteer for the New Neighbours Program at 


Edmonton Immigrant Services Association. Become a 
friend to a NEW Canadian. Ph Dulari 474-8445, 


Hf you OR your brother/sister has schizophrenia, ph 492- 
6033 to be in research study. Expenses paid. 


Networks Activity Centre provides a safe, sup- 
portive environment for adults with brain injury 
to volunteer Ph (780)479-1757 , e-m: George 
Kapetanakis nacentre@telusplanet.net 


Adult Day Support Programs provide seniors with 
special needs with a recreational/educational day 
program Donna 434-4747 


Red Cross is seeking energetic, caring & committed 
community members to become Volunteer Prevention 
Educators for its RespectED: Violence and Abuse 
Prevention program. Training in October 2006. 
Deanna Key 780-423-2680, e-mail: dkey@redcross.ca 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
Care. Www.cciorg.ca 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay 
the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving 
for more information at 732-1221. 


Adult volunteers needed during day (esp. Wed) to 
help seniors at non-profit agency with activities; 
cards/ crafts/ games. Ph Yvonne, 434-6747 


Devonshire Care Centre (long-term care centre) look- 
ing for volunteers to help out. Recreation, occupa- 
tional/physical therapy, nursing, gift shop. Ph 655- 

8050. 


Volunteer drivers needed for Meals on Wheels, 


weekdays 10am-1pm. Also Kitchen volunteers need- 
ed. Ph 429-2020, 


Volunteer for the $t. Albert Arts and Hi je 


Foundation Ph Jennifer 459-1194; Profiles Gallery 
Ph Joanna 460-4310; Musée Heritage Museum Ph 
Debby 459-1528 


Have you ever intentionally harmed yourself? Share 


your experience. If you are 18-29 yrs old, have self- 
harmed within the last 2yrs e-m Sandra 
sandfa_reasearch@hotmail.com, ph 695-9169. 


SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days in-Ciass or 


Oniine/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


SteamWorks 


Gay & Bisexual MEN ... 


HOT MALE CHAT * UNCENSORED EROHIGISTORIES + TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


All Man, 
All Live. 


CruiseLine. 


180.413.7122 


$24. °/75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 


Use FREE trial 
code: 2315 


Gra7eVine. NO MORE LONELY 


a (Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
02.2224 


E Trial for MEN: 


02.2223 
WUEVVEEKLY 


NEEDS YOU! 


We are looking for a Part time 


DISTRIBUTION REPRESENTATIVE! 
it you have: 


* excellent attantion te detail 

* an ability to werk indepeadontly 
* access te a vehicle 

* aprolessienal persionality 
oare available Wed-Fri 


PER HOUR 
SPECIAL 


xe Members! 


° An excellent product 
* Awonderfull working envirenment 
+ Competitive remuneration 


send resume to: ROD Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, T5) 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 


or e-mail: admin@vueweekly.com 
(WO phone calls, please) 


24/7 


EDMONTON'S PREMIER 


Club 


451-5554 11745-Jasper Ave. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
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All natural ingredients. 
That’s all you'll find 
inside every Sleeman 
“e Ale and Lager we brew. 
SLEEMAN 
Think inside the bottle. 
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THE Westin PEPPERS Tel: 
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